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Dear CHIKS Donors 

Time for an update on the CHIKS project, and hoping you are 

all well. 

The project has seen further encouragement this year, 

despite again coping with heavy rain and floods in May. 

The main news is water! Five years ago, the Kenyan 

government had laid pipes to Lake Victoria to supply fresh 

water to the area. However, they never put in a purification 

plant or connected it all up, so communities still had to buy or 

collect water as they always had if they couldn’t collect 

enough rain water. Now a private individual has built the 

water purification plant. Irene has prayed for this moment 

and saved up enough to buy piping so that our project members could lay pipe to 

the plant, and get it all connected up. Now it is connected to a large water tank on Hope Farm and the 

guardians are looking after it and selling the water at a cheaper rate. This way they save the 

community long walks to find fresh water, and the money helps fund the children’s 

welfare.  

Now there is a need to make the boundary fence secure on Hope Farm, especially as 

the water tank is there as well as crops. It is a large area, with simple wire fence and 

hedge, and since it was first erected 10 years ago it has been broken into and is not 

secure. This summer Elijah and helpers have been replacing this fence with a stronger 

chain-link fence, and have been doing sections as they have saved enough funds. 

Some individuals in CHIKS have recently decided to send funds to complete this task.  

The guardians, under Elijah’s leadership, continue to be wonderful. As well as 

continuing to work together on their various farming projects, they have felt 

compassion for the elderly vulnerable widows in their community and reached out 

with food support. They have started selling second hand clothing in the Market Place 

to fund this enterprise. 

The pigs and chickens are thriving. Chickens are used for food, 

and sold for funds. The two sows, Twinky and Ivy, have 

produced 10 piglets each, and these are sold when large 

enough. 

Three houses were destroyed in the floods mentioned earlier, 

and have been rebuilt on higher ground. 

Last but by no means least, we hear that all the children are 

thriving. Two eighteen year-olds completed their secondary 

school exams. One has gone on to do a computer course at the 
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Polytechnic. And the other is taking a food and beverage course. In their place we have taken on two 

orphaned eight-year-olds, a boy and a girl, who are being cared for by relatives who cannot afford 

school fees.  

We are pleased that Joel, who left the project in 2018, got a job so that he could pay his way through 

teacher training, and has now graduated and is teaching at a local primary school. Another boy is 

working in a flower farm, and a girl has gone to Mombasa and is working as a waitress.  

We still have 7 youngsters at secondary school and 11 at primary school. 

Your ongoing support and interest is vital in providing these children with a loving family home, 

education and a better future. Irene says “We give God the glory. Thank you all for your prayers and 

support; we can’t do this without you.”  

Do get in touch if you have any questions or suggestions.  

With very best wishes 

Lynda Gray (CHIKS Secretary) and all the CHIKS team 

CHIKS account details: 

Account name: St Mary’s Popalong CHIKS 

Sort code 08-92-99 Account number 65399963 
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