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The Church will be floodlit on February 4th  

in memory of Sarah Hunt,  

who died this day twenty years ago.  

A message from Canon Beverley  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends 

February begins with Candlemas, the traditional end of the Christmas season, 

when we celebrate with Mary and Joseph as they bring their new son to the 

temple to dedicate him and give thanks to God for the safe arrival of this 

precious new life. As we do so, we give thanks for all the precious new lives 

that have begun during the previous year. At St Peter’s we are especially 

glad to be celebrating the safe delivery of Albert and Theodore Smith, and 

congratulate Alice and Revd Matthew on the birth of the twins.  

In a month’s time, on March 2nd, we’ll be clearing up the pancake ingredients 

and observing Ash Wednesday and entering the time of reflection that is 

Lent. This year we are especially listening to God for guidance on how we as 

a church support and care for LGBTQI+ people, as we share in the LLF course 

together. Please contact the office to sign up for the course, which is on    

Monday evenings, via zoom. 
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The 4 o’clock 

It wasn’t easy to decide to delay, once again, the launch of our afternoon 

service. As I write this letter, the covid virus is still rife in primary schools, and 

so beginning a new service which would gather children would still be un-

wise. Having been forced to delay twice over, we now won’t set a new date 

for the service until we’re 100% certain that we will be able to start when 

we say we will. In the meantime, the band will begin to practice,  orders of 

service will be put together, resources chosen – we’ll be ready! 

Meanwhile, perhaps you can be praying about how you can help with the 

service. Perhaps you can join the hospitality and welcome team, and take a 

turn in making drinks or providing snacks? Or perhaps you might be excited 

about sitting at the mixing desk, controlling sound and visuals? And maybe 

one of you might be willing to join our churchwardens team as a deputy  

warden with particular responsibility for the 4 o’clock,   helping to ensure 

that everything comes together as it should, and that those who attend are 

safe, welcome and able to worship. If this sounds like something for you, I’d 

love to hear from you 

 

Mental Health Crisis Line 

We all know that if our physical health is in danger we can call 999 to get 

help, or 111 if the problem is a little less urgent. Did you know that there is 

also a number that you can call if you have concerns about your mental 

health?  

Help is available around the clock, because you never know when you will 

need it, so perhaps you might make a note of this number, just in case you 

need help for yourself, or someone else:  

 

0800 448 0828. 

 

Or cut out the box on the next page and tuck the number into your wallet or 

purse – just in case. 
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God bless you,  

 

 

 

MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS LINE 

0800 448 0828 

 

 

 

 

 

Mothers’ Union 

On Tuesday 15
th
 February 2022 Canon Beverley will lead us in a Quiet Afternoon. We 

meet at 2.15pm in the Hervey Room and welcome anyone who would like to join us. 

Membership of the Mothers’ Union is not necessary, so come along and enjoy some 

Quiet Time followed by a cup of tea and a chat  . 

Self-Reliance is the theme of our prayer diary for this month beginning with this    

prayer: 

“Generous God, we are so grateful for all you have given to us in life. Help us to use 

your resources wisely to bring change for good in the world and enable others to 

do the same. Amen.” 

We pray for all M.U. members and workers in South Africa, Nigeria, and Uganda. We 

pray for India, Canada and All Ireland, and in this country for Swansea and Brecon in 

Wales and for Chichester in England.  

We pray too for our own members and their families here at St. Peters,   for all     

members and branches in the Greater Northampton Deanery and in the Diocese of 

Peterborough. 

Sue Wedgbrow  

Branch Leader  
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MONTHLY CALENDAR February 2022 

      

Wednesday 2nd 

Candlemas 

  

  

Saturday 5th
 

  

10.00am 

1.30pm 

  

  

9.30am-11am 

Holy Communion led by followed by coffee served in the main hall 

Tiny Tots in the Church Hall 

  

  

Saturday Drop-In in the Hervey Room 

Sunday 6th 8.00am 

8.30am 

10.00am 

  

Holy Communion (said) 

Breakfast Club in the Hervey Room 

Holy Communion followed by coffee in the Hall 

Tuesday 8th 2pm Tea at 2 in the Church Hall 

Wednesday 9th 10.00am 

1.30pm 

Holy Communion led by followed by coffee served in the main hall 

Tiny Tots in the Church Hall 

Saturday 12th 9.30–11am Saturday Drop-In in the Hervey Room 

Sunday 13th
 

  

8.00am 

10.00pm 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion followed by coffee in the Hall 

Monday 14th
 

 
 

Tuesday 15th 

All day 

 

2.15pm 

6pm 

7.30pm 

NHS blood donation in the Hall & Hervey Room. Please consult the NHS website 

for session times & booking details. 

Mothers’ Union in the Hervey Room 

Standing Committee meeting in the Hervey Room 

Weston Favell Garden Society in the Hall 

  

Wednesday 16th 10.00am 

  

Holy Communion followed by coffee served in the main hall 

Thursday 17th 2-4pm Memory Café in the Hall 
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Saturday 19th 9.30–11am 

  

Saturday Drop-In in the Hervey Room 

  

Sunday 20th 8.00am 

8.30am 

10.00am 

  

Holy Communion (said) 

Breakfast Club in the Hervey Room 

Holy Communion  followed by coffee in the Hall 

      

Wednesday 23rd 10.00am 

1.30pm 

Holy Communion  followed by coffee served in the main hall 

Tiny Tots in the Church Hall 

Thursday 24th 4.00pm Ministry Team meeting in the Hervey Room 

  

Saturday 26th 9.30-11am 

  

Saturday Drop In in the Hervey Room 

 

  

   

Sunday 27th 8.00am 

10.00am 

  

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion followed by coffee in the Hall 

      

Monday 28th 6pm Standing Committee meeting in the Hervey Room 

 
LENT LUNCHES 2022 

 
If you would like raise a substantial amount of money for charity   

we still have some Saturdays available for Lent Lunches. 
 

Please contact me asap on 01604233181 
 

or email 
sue.pinington@gmail.com 

 
or via the church office 

 
On behalf of The Charitable Enterprise Committee  

mailto:sue.pinington@gmail.com
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FEBRUARY 1st IS CANDLEMAS EVE.  

 

This was (is) the end of the Christmas season. Every last remnant of Christmas had to 

be removed from church. Even until the beginning of the last century there was a   

belief that if a family pew contained the tiniest remnant of Xmas after this date, there 

would shortly follow the death of a family member. 

(By contrast, in the 21st century, Christmas for many/most people ends when       

shopping stops on Christmas Eve. It had, however, started at the beginning of Octo-

ber, when the pubs and restaurants started advertising their Christmas Dinner offers). 

There are three reasons for this festival, which is held each year on the second of 
February. 

 

Firstly, it’s the halfway point between the shortest day and the Spring Equinox, so 
from that date on the daylight hours get longer. 

 

In pre-Christian times, this day was known as the 'Feast of Lights' and celebrated 
the increase strength of the life-giving sun as Winter gave way to Spring. 

 

Secondly, it’s when we remember Mary and Joseph taking their baby Jesus, to the 
Temple forty days after His birth. 

 

And the third reason? It’s directly linked to the name of the feast – Candlemas. It 
was so named because on that day each year all the candles for the coming year 
were brought into the church to be blessed at a ‘mass’. Remember that candles 
were important in those days, not only because there were no electric lights;   
people thought they gave protection against plague and illness and famine.  

 

In many churches on this feast there will be a procession of the whole congrega-
tion with lighted candles – often inside the whole building, going into every ‘dark’ 
corner. Everyone carries their own lighted candle, which they are encouraged to 
take home and light there also.   
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One of the prayers that may be used is this: 

 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 

You make our darkness to be light. 

For with You is the well of life 

and in Your light shall we see light. 

 

Christ is often called the ‘Light of the World’ who came to bring light, hope, and 
peace into our darkness. Have a think about those places that are dark for you and 
perhaps you do not like going there or will not go there.  Perhaps they are too  
painful or scary. 

Just pause for a short time with a lit candle and imagine Jesus going there for you 
or with you.  Lighting your way. Making it safe. He came to give us life – and life to 
the full – even in those dark places. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virgin of Candelaria (patron of the Canary Islands).  

In this Spanish archipelago began the identification of the Candlemas with 
the Virgin Mary  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgin_of_Candelaria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canary_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgin_Mary
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Prayer Partners 

Prayer Partners is a group of fellow Christians who pray in 

threes, twos or individually every month. If you would like us 

to pray for you, a loved one, friends – anyone in need, please 

contact Ginny by email at: 

  ginnyfaz@ntlworld.com or        

     by telephone: 01604 470342 

All requests are confidential, and we pray too for 

those who do not wish to be named. 

Prayers are continued for as long as required. 

If you would like to know more, or are 

interested in joining Prayer Partners, please contact me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

A POEM FOR ST VALENTINE’S DAY 

i carry your heart with me (i carry it 

in my heart) i am never without it (anywhere  

i go you go, my dear; and whatever is done 

by only me is your darling, my darling) 

                                          i fear 

no fate( for you are me fate, my sweet) i want 

no world( for beautiful you are my world, my true) 

and it’s you are whatever a world has always meant 

and whatever a sun will always sing is you 

 

mailto:ginnyfaz@ntlworld.com
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here is the deepest secret nobody knows 

(here is the deepest root of the root and bud of the bud 

and the sky of the sky of a tree called life; which grows  

higher than soul can hope or mind can hide) 

and this is the wonder that’s keeping the stars apart 

 

i carry your heart (I carry it in my heart) 

 

To those unfamiliar with Cummings’s poetry, this is how he always wrote. His eccentric             

punctuation is part of the poetry. 

He was American and much influenced by his Unitarian father and pastor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Valentine Kneeling in Supplication (David Teniers III, 1600s)  

Valentine kneels to receive a rosary from the Virgin Mary  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Teniers_III
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary,_mother_of_Jesus
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                                                                Nunc Dimittis  

Waiting is a common human experience. Our lives are made up of waiting that leads to 

encounter, and the waiting requires patience and humility. Milton wrote in his blindness, 

‘They also serve who only stand and wait’ as he wondered what he could do for God’s 

kingdom now that his sight had gone.  

Simeon, in this month’s painting by Rembrandt,  had been waiting. He belonged to a     

people who had been waiting for centuries. He was heir to the hopes and dreams of a   

nation waiting for a better world now that the holy city was in the hands of Roman         

invaders. With his people, he clung to the hope that God would come to bring freedom 

and a new life. God’s chosen one, the Messiah, would bring this about. When it came, 

there was no fanfare, no warning, just an ordinary family from faraway Nazareth in the 

Temple, performing the religious duties for the firstborn son. But the waiting led to        

encounter, and the sight of the new-born child led to insight as Simeon recognised that 

light and salvation had at last come.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rembrandt has captured all this in his painting, ‘Simeon with the Christ Child in the     
Temple’: the faith and patience, the hope and humility of an old man, a priest, who takes 
the babe into his arms and blesses God. It was the artist’s last painting and left unfinished 
at his death in 1669. The figure of Mary by Simeon’s side may have been painted by       
another artist at a later stage. It is the aged priest and the new-born babe that impress us 
as we look: Simeon with his venerable beard and eyes half closed, and the tiny child     
cradled in his strong arms, looking up intently with his eyes open. 

https://www.parishpump.co.uk/download-resource/46595
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As Rembrandt painted this canvas, was he saying something about his own life? He had 

not been afraid to paint his portrait at various stages – at 21, at 35, at 53 – a total of 60 

portraits covering the span of years. 

 In this final painting the years have moved on as we see Simeon, mouthing ‘Nunc dimittis’ 

with his eyes half closed. Is the waiting over and the journey coming to an end, so that his 

eyes will fully close? Or will he open them to see that with the babe in his arms, God has 

more in store: the promise of a future as they step out together on a new journey?  

FROM THE AUTHORISED VERSION OF THE BIBLE. 

(After the crucifixion of Jesus, the disciples met and decided that a replacement for 

Judas was required. What happened is told in Acts 1). 

Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord 

Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same 

day he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his 

resurrection. And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed 

Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knoweth the 

hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen, that he may take 

part in this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he 

might go to his own place. And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon 

Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 

(Matthias’ Feast Day is February 24th). 

Incomparable – explorations in the character of God 
By Andrew Wilson, 10Publishing, £9.99 

This book explores 60 names and descriptions of our great Creator. Each chapter offers       
profound biblical insights and revelations that will enrich your faith. 

‘Selah moments’ allow for a time of reflection and worship, while practical applications connect 
each truth with your daily life. 

This book helps you to immerse yourself in His character, and to delve into the depths of His 
presence. You will experience a God that is truly beyond compare. 
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Weston Favell Primary School 

The Tremendous Tempest 
 
By Olivia, Sofia, Eleanor, Maud and Ruby-Mai. 
The tempest has risen in Weston Favell Primary School as we wear our  
Shakespearean hats to enter the world of drama.  
Throughout the school, everyone has been studying about the famous play by 
Shakespeare, The Tempest. 
Our story starts in Year 1 where they have been researching about the characters 
by using drama to influence their learning. They have been exploring pictures 
from books and pursuing new high-level vocabulary. 
On the other hand, Year 2 have been unpicking parts of characters from the play, 
including: the unpredictable Prospero, the angelic Miranda, who is Prospero’s 
daughter, and Ariel - Prospero’s bold servant. 
Meanwhile, in Year 3, students have been coming face to face with characters 
through poetry, especially the usurped Duke Prospero. They are also learning 
about the betrayal of Prospero and the story in ten steps. 
The next part in our story takes us to Year 4 where they have been diving deep 
into the depths of The Tempest. Theatre has been a key part of their learn-
ing. Exploring the characters have made the children in Year 4 enjoy their learning 
of the Tempest much more. 
However, in Year 5, it is common that the unexpected will be expected in their 
learning. As well as that, Year 5 are going to meet the RSC (the Royal  
Shakespeare Company) to act out a scene from the play. They have also been  
exploring the relationships between the characters and their family trees.  
Furthermore, Year 6 have been focusing on writing a news report on the  
disappearance of the Duke of Milan and King of Naples in the Tempest. They are 
also linking refugees and the Tempest together. 
Pupils are having mixed emotions about the play. From loving it to  
misunderstanding its labyrinth. The head teachers agree that it is an amazing  
opportunity for the children to explore their imaginations. Learning Shakespeare in 
primary school gives the children a real boost to their secondary school learning; it 
also develops an incredible teamwork full of unique personalities. 

 Forgiveness 

A Sunday School teacher asked her children: “Can anyone tell me what you must do be-
fore you can obtain forgiveness of sin?” 

There was a short pause and then, from the back of the room, a small boy ventured: 
“Sin?” 
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Wistleful Thinking 

 

Our Bernard was telling me about the special New Year's sale of sporting goods 

held last year at the Tigers Den in the Carlton Lanes Shopping Centre in     

Castleford. 

 

One of the shop assistants asked Stanley the manager, “Excuse me Sir, I have 

to do the sign board outside the shop so could you please tell me how you spell 

whistle?” 

 

The manager paused for a moment and replied, "Well, when I went to the   

Henry Moore school it was W.H.I.S.T.L.E.,” and he wrote it down. 

 

Outside the shop door an hour later, up went a sign board which read: “Whistle 

be holding a special sale next Monday."  

 

Granville 

This contribution from Granville should have appeared last month but was     

accidentally omitted. 

If as retiring editor I could award a reliability medal, it would have to go to my 

fellow-Yorkshireman Granville, who has never failed to submit a monthly joke. 

YOGA!!!! 

 

The hope is to hold  Pilates classes in the church hall commencing on Friday, 4th         

February at 9.30 to 10.30. 

Jan will give an introductory and friendly free class on the 4th to encourage men or 

women  to the benefits of gentle and safe exercises. She has been a Pilates teacher  for 

almost 20 years and I have been going to her classes for almost that time.  

You can contact her on janmodernpiates-@hotmail.co.uk  

or 07712182544for more information  

Hope this is helpful but please get in touch with me , Jane, if you need more details. If 

you have a Pilates mat please bring it along, but this is not vital. 
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(This item by Bishop John arrived too late for inclusion in the January edition). 

Have you noticed how important things now have a number as well as a name?     

Coronavirus is Covid 19 and the United Nations Conference in Glasgow on tackling    

climate change was COP 26.Those two numbers represent the two greatest challenges 

facing all of us as we enter  a new year. Covid 19 continues to endanger individuals and 

threatens to overwhelm our health services. We are all part of the response to COP 26 

and the Church of England has committed itself to reaching Net Zero Carbon emissions 

by 2030. As a diocese we aim to play our part in reaching this ambitious but achievable 

goal. 

Care for one another and care for God’s creation both reflect our faith in Jesus Christ, 

who cared enough to share our world. Here are two prayers for 2022, one for each of 

these great cares. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us to love our neighbour and to care for those in need 

as if we were caring for you. 

In this time of anxiety, give us time to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, and to 

ensure the isolated  of our love and of your love; for your  name’s sake. Amen. 

 

Creator God, who made our beautiful world, appointed us as its guardians and gifted 

us with everything we need. 

Forgive us for the times we cause it harm, for the times our way of life affects our 

neighbours. 

Inspire us to care for  the environment, to help us rebuild lives and communities, to 

share in the griefs and anxieties, joys and hopes of all your people, so that your    

creation may flourish. Amen.    

With my prayers and best wishes for a safe and fruitful New Year. 

+John 

https://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/index.php
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        11th Northampton Scouts 

 

 

 

 

Scouts have welcomed three new members to the section since Christmas, Harvey 

and Henry who have moved up from Cubs and Alby who is brand new to the group, 

We hope you enjoy your time with us.  So far, we’ve played lots of games, prepped 

for the Big Garden Birdwatch and had a brainstorming session on the types of skills, 

activities and sessions the Scouts would like to do going forward.   

Great news for all of Scouting in Northampton is that Overstone is open again.  We 

have so missed our time there over the last 2 years and look forward to, ‘burning 

stuff and cooking stuff’ as one of our Leaders so eloquently put it!  

Karen is, some may say bravely, currently working with the Beavers on their        

Musician Badge.  I can’t wait to see, and some of you nearer the hall may hear, 

what sounds might be produced by the yoghurt pots being collected by the Beavers 

and their families. It was lovely to see those who played instruments sharing their 

skills with their friends.  

Cubs had a uniform night where they invested their newer members and wished the 

ones moving up to Scouts all the best on their journey.  This section has also been 

involving the young people in the planning for future sessions and trying out some 

new games to foster teamwork and communication skills. 

With so many young people moving on and retirements we have sadly lost several 

members of our friendly and welcoming Executive Committee.  This group are    

critical to the smooth running of the group and meet around four times a year for an 

hour or so.  We would very much like to hear from you if you are able to join us and 

support Scouting in the village. 

Finally, you may have noticed some additional activity around the hall over the last 

weekend in January.  The flat roof had fallen into some disrepair over the months 

we were unable to be at the Hall and was ready for replacement.  We are very 

grateful to Steven Waite Roofing for carrying out this work for us.  Steven saw 

Rachel’s request for help on Facebook and, as a fellow Leader, reached out to    

ensure we had a good job done at a fair price.   
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NEWS FROM THE CHARITABLE ENTERPRISE COMMITTEE 
 

CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2021 
 
Splendid news that our appeal raised the wonderful sum of £2,523!  On behalf of the 
PCC of St Peter’s  church, thank you so much to all those who contributed to our    
appeal. This means that each of the 3 charities we supported has received £841 to 
help in their valuable work supporting those in need and making a difference to their 
lives - 
 
*  NAASH - Northampton Association for the Accommodation of the Single     
Homeless 
 East Park Hostel for the Homeless Trust 
 Baby Basics 
 
Just over £600 of this total was raised on the evening of 20 December when we were 
able this year to revive our parish carol singing along Ridgeway and Weston Way.  
So special thanks are also due to the 30 or so folk who joined in the singing, the    
children who trudged up and down the paths to rattle their buckets at the doors, and 
those who provided welcome refreshments on their return to the hall to count the   
proceeds. Not to mention of course the generous residents.  A welcome evening of 
Christmas cheer! 
 

EVENTS PLANNED FOR SPRING 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Committee are meeting on 3 February and will be finalising plans then, but we 
hope that it will be possible to get back to face-to-face events with the opportunity for 
both fellowship and fund-raising, and learning about charities in need of our support.  
Please make a note in your diaries and look out for further details next month. 
 
LENT LUNCHES 
 
As you will see from Sue Pinington’s plea on page 7, and on pew sheets, we have not 
(yet?) received offers for all the potential dates in Lent.  So far we have plans for the 
following, all causes which have been postponed since 2020! 
 
5  March - Sarah Howard - for a charity supporting research into Brain Tumours 
19 March - Clare Shaw - for the Hope Centre 
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2 April - Charitable Enterprise Committee - for Breast Friends Northampton 
 
 

LENT APPEAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 An appeal from the chaplaincy team at NGH, to be organised through the 
Green Heart charity of the Trust, to expand and diversify the faith and reflective   
facilities at the hospital available to both patients and staff. This is in its early stages 
of planning and consultation,  but we feel it would be good to support and encourage 
this. We have all been made aware through the pandemic of the desperate need that 
over-worked and tired staff have felt for quiet spaces to deal with their physical, 
emotional and spiritual exhaustion. There is so much scope for compassionate and 
imaginative engagement, as well as practical support, both financial and in           
volunteering.   
 

CHRISTIAN AID 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We hope to be in a position in early May  to support Christian Aid week with one of 
our enjoyable and profitable events - watch this space! 
 
As June is set to be a month of celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee,  
hopefully with plenty of events and social gatherings bringing the community       
together, we will be giving you all a rest from our charitable fund-raising until the   
Autumn and Harvest time. 
We look forward to your usual enthusiastic support for our events and appeals - and 
your unfailing generosity in giving to the charities we sponsor on your behalf. 
 
Rosemary Pestell, on behalf of the Charitable Enterprise Committee of St Peter’s 
PCC 
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The Rectory 

St James the Least of All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My dear Nephew Darren 

 

I am glad you enjoyed your conference, but please do not be deluded into thinking that 
conferences are there to teach you anything. Conferences exist to provide another entry 
on your CV, to give you time off while flattering yourself that you are working, and to 
make the person leading it feel that their life is not wholly pointless. 

As it happened, I was also invited to the same one, the one entitled ‘Learning how to say 
no.’ But I refused to attend, thereby proving that I didn’t need it anyway.    

There are certain useful points you need to learn for conferences. First, about half the 
attendees will have been together only the previous week attending another conference 
in another part of the country. They will be eager, enthusiastic, and overflowing with 
management platitudes. Avoid them at all costs. Should one of them say to you: ‘expect 
the unexpected’ you have my permission to strangle them. They won’t have expected 
that! 

Secondly, when you are all asked to go through that ghastly process of introducing      
yourselves to everyone else, make it up. I think the last time I was obliged to do this, I   
became a butcher specialising in exporting offal to Saudi Arabia. All your clerical             
colleagues will then panic that they have turned up for the wrong course and the leader 
will make sure that you are not asked another single question throughout the event. Both 
outcomes are satisfying. 

Thirdly, do realise that when you are asked to divide into small discussion groups, it 
means that the conference leader has run out of ideas about what to do next. Do not, at 
all costs, volunteer to be chairman. It only means that when you have to report back – 
and if the leaders use the word ‘plenary’, then by all means contemplate strangling them 
also - you will be involved in sticking sheets of paper on to walls, which will then rip off 
the wallpaper when you try to remove them.  

You will also have the embarrassment of finding that every felt tip pen you try to use will 
be empty, and what you thought were the conclusions your group had arrived at will be 
volubly contradicted by all the other members. 
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No, if you are ever obliged to attend another course, take a good book, enough claret to 
cover every evening away, and develop a debilitating illness that, while enabling you to 
attend every meal, obliges you to retreat to your room for the rest of the day. You will 
leave having learned as much on whatever the topic was as your colleagues, but you will 
return refreshed and eager to make the next booking. 

 

Your loving uncle, 

 

Eustace 

 

 

 

 

 

Weston Favell Evening WI held their first meeting of 2022 on a cold and frosty night in 

January but it was good to see so many members in the Parish Hall.  

During the business part of the meeting two names were drawn to be winners of the    

Bursaries which means they each have £150 to spend on their hobbies and interests. 

Later in the year there will be a Northamptonshire Federation competition for the best 

Dundee cake and our WI will be endeavouring to ‘grow’ £10, with the profit to be shared 

between our WI and the County. 

Our two speakers came from the Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue Service. They gave 

members a really interesting and comprehensive talk about the dangers we might face in 

our own homes from accidental fires. Details of what to do and not to do with all our   

electrical equipment and a lot of guidance of what to do if a fire occurs, will help to keep 

us and our homes safe. It was certainly very useful and the booklets distributed will be 

really helpful - it was a very worthwhile hour. 

On the Monday afternoon following the meeting, a friendly group of members met in the 

Parish Hall for a couple of hours. Knitting was knitted and some sewing was sewn, tea 

was drunk, biscuits eaten and a lot of chatting done! All under the name of Tea and    

Tatting. 

For more information, please phone the   

President, Mrs Philips on 01604 415678  

       Secretary Mrs Quigley, on 01604642650
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 Dr Ruth M Bancewicz is Church Engagement Director at The Faraday Institute 
for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive relationship          
between Science and Christian faith.   

The Love of Wisdom of Natural Things 

Some time ago a scientist was invited to speak at the Dewsbury Women’s         
Institute. He spoke about his research on polymers, hoping that the women of 
this Yorkshire mill town would connect with his desire to develop new fibres. 

 

One person in particular, a woman called Betty who had worked in a mill since 
the age of 15, listened as if her life depended on it, and peppered him with 
questions afterwards. She had always been interested in how things work, but 
until that day had not found anyone to answer her questions. Whenever she had 
asked about the processes that they were using in the mill, she was just told to 
get on with her job. 

 

From the outside, science can seem a closed specialty, hemmed in by                
intimidating jargon. When McLeish described science as ‘the love of wisdom of        
natural things’, however, he realised he was opening a door. He was moved to 
see that Betty was not the only person who shed a tear when her questions 
were finally taken seriously, confirming that her enquiring mind was indeed 
probing in the right direction – only fifty years too late. 

 

Hearing about people like Betty reminds me that science is a very natural          
activity for anyone to be involved in. McLeish is convinced that there is a future 
in ‘science    therapy’. In his book Faith and Wisdom in Science, where this story 
appears, he asks the question “If a reintroduction to the activity of representing 
both inner and outer worlds in paint, music and drama can help to heal minds, 
what hope might there be for a participation in a gentle and contemplative           
science in restoring a broken or  misunderstood relationship with the physical 
world?”  

 

This story inspired me to run a number of hands-on science activities with adult    
audiences in churches. I have extracted DNA from strawberries with a midweek 
group for older people, organised hands-on exhibits to liven up lecture or           
discussion events, and even had groups extracting DNA from their own cheek 
cells. 

Every time I lead activities like these, I find that grown-ups are grateful for the  
opportunity to have a go at science themselves. I love helping church-based 
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groups, in particular, to  reconnect with science and celebrate what they find. Science is 
not just for children and professionals – it is for everyone to enjoy and explore the            
worid God made. 

 

Christians in England and Wales now less than 51 per cent 

 

The number of Christians in England and Wales has fallen to 51 per cent of the population, from the 
59 per cent recorded in the 2011 Census.  

 

The latest figures from the Office for National Statistics have revealed just over half the population in 
England and Wales described their religion as Christian in 2019.  

 

This coincides with an increase in the number of those not adhering to any religion, which has grown 
from 32.3 per cent in 2011 to 38.4 per cent now. 

 

Of those with no religion, 53 per cent are aged between 20 to 29-years-olds followed by those aged 
between 30 to 39-year-olds with 46 per cent. 

 

Young adults are therefore the smallest proportion of Christians, with only 35 per cent of 20 to 29-
year-olds adhering to Christianity as their religion.  

 

This compared to 60 per cent of 60 to 69-year-olds, 74 per cent of 70 to 79-year-olds, and 81 per 
cent of those aged 80 and over. 
 

Although the results of the 2021 Census are due to be published, the Office for National Statistics 
has revealed data showing that “no religion” was the second most common response in 2019.  

 

Reacting to the figures, Dave Male, the Church of England’s director of evangelism and discipleship 
told the Telegraph: “It’s encouraging that in an age where people are less likely to [class] themselves 
as ‘Christian’, more than half the population still do.  

 

“We know from research that there is a willingness among younger generations to engage with faith 

and, for people of all ages, the need for meaning and answers in life hasn’t stopped.”  
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Matthias the Apostle, the chosen one    

 

Have you ever been in the position where someone is desperately needed – and 
you fit the bill perfectly? It is almost as if all your miscellaneous qualifications 
that never made much sense before now make PERFECT sense. And you sense 
that you have been chosen by God for the task…. 

 

If so, then Matthias is definitely the patron saint for you! Matthias came into the 
picture shortly after the suicide of Judas. The early Church was missing an   
apostle, and so the remaining 11 apostles prayed for guidance on who to choose 
as a replacement for this key role. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Saint Matthias from the workshop of Simone Martini  

 

The qualifications for the job were specialised: the person had to have been a 
follower of Christ from His Baptism to His Ascension, and a witness of the      
Resurrection. There were two possibilities: Joseph Barsabas and Matthias. How 
to choose?  

 

Again, Matthias’ experience may mirror yours: the decision was out of his hands, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simone_Martini
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and up to others. In this case, the apostles drew straws – and the ‘lot’ fell to   
Matthias. He had been chosen to replace Judas! The tragedy of Judas’ betrayal 
had led to an opportunity for service by Matthias – and he was well prepared for 
the task. Are you prepared for any task that God might suddenly open before 
you? 

 

Like the other apostles, Matthias had been in Jerusalem and had received the gift 
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, and he went on to do a good job. It is said he 
preached the Good News first in Judea, and then maybe in Cappadocia and by the 
Caspian Sea. It is thought he was martyred by the axe or halberd, and his relics 
eventually ended up being taken to Rome by the empress Helen.   

 

Matthias is an encouragement to us to be faithful in small things - because you 
never know what the future might hold! 

 

QUOTATIONS OF THE MONTH 

 

Kindness is like snow – it beautifies everything it covers. 

Kahlil Gibran 

 

There are two seasons in Scotland: June and Winter. 

Billy Connolly 

 

 

Those who want to get married 

A minister was preparing to marry a local couple within a couple of weeks. At the 
close of the morning service, he saw them both in the congregation, and wanted 
to ask them to come forward, but he couldn’t think of their names. So he said: 
“Will those wanting to get married please come to the front?” 

Immediately, nine single ladies, six single men, three widows, and four widowers 
walked up the aisle. 

Forgiveness

A Sunday School teacher asked her children: 
giveness of sin?

There was a short pause and then, from the back of the room, a small boy ventured: 
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Tel: 01604 622 497 

 

 

 

 

 

For HOUSE & GARAGE CLEARANCE 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE etc. 

Reasonable Rates 

FREE no obligation estimates 

REGISTERED AT THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY AS A 

WASTE CARRIER 

 

Junkout 

Moving House? 

Got some Junk? 

Want it out? 

HAYESWOOD  

LANDSCAPES 

Specializing in: 

• Commercial Grounds Maintenance                                  

• Care Homes         

• Local Authorities 

• Spraying & Long Term Weed Control             

• Fencing 

• Hedge & Tree Planting  

    

• Pruning 

• Grass cutting & Turfing 

 

 

 

 £5m Public Liability Insurance 

Tel: 01604 645885 ~ Mobile: 07986 138 649 

Email: jemblason@btinternet.co 

Office Address:                 Work Address 

106 Overstone Road  Hayeswood Barn 

Sywell   Court Farm 

Northampton  Northampton 

NN6  0AP   NN6 OAP 
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Contrax Stone & General Building 

SPECIALISTS IN: 

STONE WALLING REPAIR AND POINTING 

PAVING AND FLAGSTONES 

MASONRY RESTORATION AND CLEANING 

FIREPLACES DESIGNED AND MADE TO ORDER 

ALL ASPECTS OF MAINTAINANCE & GENERAL BUILDING 

FOR FREE ADVICE OR ESTIMATE WITH NO OBLIGATION   

 

CONTACT  STEWART BIRRELL 

TEL; 01604 404878 

FAX; 404878                MOBILE 07770 670431 

BEE SAFE  

PEST CONTROL  

Fully qualified  

with over thirty years’ experience 

 

RATS – MICE – FLEAS 

WASPS – BEES – MOTHS 

SQUIRRELS 

BEETLES – MOTHS 

 

01604 622006 

07821 261237 

www.beesafe.net 

http://www.beesafe.net
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Tel: 01604 467605 or  

07703 548686 (mobile) 

mark.coughlan@mcdecorators.co.uk 

www.mcdpaintersansdecoratorsnorthampton.co.uk 

FREE ESTIMATES  

FREE ADVICE 

Domestic & commercial painting and decorating 

services  

30 years experience 

Professional quality workmanship  

Ad spraying specialists 

Fully insured 

Telephone    01604 405515 

Mobile          0790 4061269 

For all your Chiropodial needs 

MOBILE SERVICE in the Northamptonshire Area 

 

Services include: 

Footcare for the Elderly/Diabetics 

Sports Injuries including  

Health Professions Council        

Registered 

Chiropodist/Podiatrist 

14 years Experience 

  

SPINNEY HILL PLUMBING 

 

NVQ QUALIFIED    

PLUMBER  WITH       

OVER 17 YEARS                                
EXPERIENCE 

 

Efficient, friendly and reliable 
OUTSIDE & INDOOR TAPS, TILING, 

BATHROOM AND KITCHEN 
REFURBISHMENTS 

 

For a competitive, free quote 

PHONE JON QUIGLEY   

07973 119961  

spinneyhillplumbing@yahoo.co.uk 

 

mailto:spinneyhillplumbing@yahoo.co.uk
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S. BLENKHARN—Monumental Sculptors, Memorials of all kinds 

 

16 –18 Titley Bawk Avenue, Earls Barton, Northampton 

 

01604 810465 

 

RESPONSE 

PLUMBING & 

HEATING 

No call-out charge 

From a dripping tap to a full central 

heating installation, most plumbing 

and gas work undertaken. 

 

Gas safe registered 

Matthew Osborne  

Tel: (01604) 458386 

Mobile: 07986560713  
m.osborne77@ntlworld.com 

 

36 The Vale, Northampton, NN1 4ST  
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