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Burials, burial of ashes and gravestones  

in the churchyard:  

 

Some advice of what is and is not possible according to 

diocesan regulations   

 

 
If you are thinking of arranging a burial or burial of ashes in the 

churchyard at Trinity, please read the following advice as to what is 

likely to be allowed and what is not. We appreciate that choosing a 

headstone, and looking after the grave, are important ways in which 

you show your love and respect for family members who have died.  

 



The Diocese of Leeds has regulations about what is permissible. We 

want you to be aware of these at an early stage of planning, to 
prevent you setting your heart on a particular headstone, for 

instance, which does not conform to the regulations. We do not like 

having to say ‘no’, but the local church does not have the authority to 

make any exceptions to these regulations. We can supply you with a 

full set of the regulations if you wish. Your stone-mason should have a 

copy of these. The following is a brief summary of the main points.  

 

Please remember that permission must be sought to introduce any new 

headstone or tablet into the churchyard, or to add a new inscription to an 

existing headstone or tablet. 

 

Headstones 

 

• Material: Yorkshire stone is recommended. Some other 

stones are possible (e.g. some granites). Polished marble is not 

permitted. 

 

• Colour: natural sandstone or light grey stone are fine. Black, 

red, green, or white stones are not permitted.  

 

• Shape and size: a standard upright headstone shape is fine, 

as long as it is less than 4 foot high, 3 foot wide, and 6 inches 

thick. Other shapes, like an open book or a heart, are not 

permitted.  

 

• Inscriptions: incised lettering may be painted in gold, silver, 

white, black or grey. The stone-mason will need to send a 

draft of all wording and any symbols / designs for approval.  

 

•  Kerbstones etc: you are not allowed to ‘fence off’ the grave 

with kerbstones, or railings, or to mark the area of the grave 

with stone chippings.  

 
 



You may see existing stones in the churchyard which do not conform 

to these restrictions. They will pre-date these regulations and should 
not be taken as a guide to what is permitted now.  

 

If you want something which does not conform to the above, please 

contact the Parish Office. In certain cases, you may be able to appeal 

to the diocesan Chancellor to make an exception to the regulations. 

The Minister will advise about how to do this.   

 

Care of graves 

 

We take great pride in the care of our churchyard. The ground is 

maintained by Wakefield Council and in the spring, you will see 

snowdrops and daffodils in and around the churchyard.  

 

• You may leave natural flowers on the grave, or in a vase 

which is part of the headstone. Please do not leave artificial 

flowers on the grave, or mementos (like a cuddly toy).  

• You may wish to plant a few spring bulbs or low-lying 

flowers (like primroses) by the headstone. But please do not 

turn the grave into a little garden, as this makes mowing and 

churchyard maintenance more difficult.  

 

Burial of ashes  

 

• Ashes should not be scattered in the churchyard.  

 

• Please consult the parish office before making plans for any 

burial of ashes in the churchyard. All such burials are authorised 

and recorded in the same way as a full burial.  

 

• Ashes may be buried in an existing family grave, provided all 

family members have been consulted and given their consent to 

this. An inscription may then be added to the existing headstone 

to mark this burial (providing there is room).  
 



• We have a memorial garden for the burial of ashes in the 

churchyard. Please do go and take a look to see if this is what 

you would like. 

 

• The stone tablet should be 18” x 9” x 2” in unpolished 

Yorkshire Stone with Black Painted letters.   

 

• Stone tablets for the memorial garden must only contain the 

name and dates of the deceased. 

 

The churchyard at Trinity is a place of great peace. We hope that you 

will sense this peace as you visit this place, and find comfort in your 

sadness. We also pray that you may discover God’s presence with 

you here.  

 

 

 

If you have any questions, please contact: 

 

Parish Office - 01924 263497  

office@trinityossett.org.uk 

 

Priest-in-Charge – Rev. Steven Harvey  

steven.harvey@leeds.anglican.org 

  01924 260265 

 

Associate Priest – Rev. Andrew Griffin 

andrew.griffin@leeds.anglican.org 

 07799 645090 

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also 

in me.  In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, 

would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And 

if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will   

take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And you 

know the way to where I am going.” 

John14:1-4 
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