
Sunday Worship 
19th December 2021 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
 
 

Welcome 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

 
Hymn –  98/117 Come, thou long expected Jesus 

 
 

Confession 
 
When the Lord comes, 
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 
 

Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations 
into the peace of your kingdom: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

You come in word and sacrament 
to strengthen us in holiness: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

You will come in glory 
with salvation for your people: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Collect 
Eternal God,  
as Mary waited for the birth of your Son,  
so we wait for his coming in glory;  
bring us through the birth pangs  
of this present age  
to see, with her, our great salvation 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

cf Isaiah 40.3–5 

Alleluia. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ  
according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Reading – Luke 2.22-38 
 

When the time came for their purification according to 
the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the 
Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy 
to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to 
what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves or two young pigeons.” Now there was a 
man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man 
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 
It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the 
temple; and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 
law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying, 
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
    according to your word; 
or my eyes have seen your salvation, 
    which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at 
what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed 
them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner 
thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.” 
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, 
having lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. 
She never left the temple but worshiped there with 
fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she 
came, and began to praise God and to speak about 
the child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

Affirmation of Faith 

 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
 

Though he was divine, 
he did not cling to equality with God, 
but made himself nothing. 
Taking the form of a slave, 
he was born in human likeness. 
He humbled himself 



and was obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross. 
Therefore God has raised him on high, 
and given him the name above every name: 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, 
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

Prayers 
These responses may be used 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
 

And at the end 
 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

The Peace 
In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

Father, you made the world and love your creation. 
You gave your Son Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
His dying and rising have set us free from sin and 
death. And so we gladly thank you, with saints and 
angels praising you, and saying: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; and as we obey his command, send 
your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

On the night before he died he had supper with his 
friends and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. Bringing before you 
the bread of life and cup of salvation, we proclaim his 
death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 

Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes and justice and mercy will 
be seen in all the earth. 
 

Look with favour on your people, gather us in your 
loving arms and bring us with all the saints to feast at 
your table in heaven. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, 
O loving Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray… 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ 
Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread 

 
Prayer after Communion 

 
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and 
work to your praise and glory. Amen. 
 
 

Hymn – 481/631 The Holly and the Ivy 
 
 
May God himself, the God of peace, 
make you perfect and holy, 
and keep you safe and blameless,  
in spirit, soul and body, 
for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 


