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From The Rector 

 

“Lord it is good to be here…” Matthew 17:4 

So says Peter as he climbs to the top of the mountain in the company of James and John with Jesus. 

Doubtless it was a difficult climb, and the disciples could not have expected what they were about to 

experience. Suddenly, as if from nowhere, Jesus is transfigured before them, his face shone, and his 

clothes turned a dazzling white. The vision of a life transformed, manifested in Jesus, more than 

captures the imagination of Peter, “Lord it is good to be here…” Peter goes on to be a pivotal figure 

in translating that vision into helping to build the early church. 

A consequence of the pandemic and a repeated series of Lockdowns means that this year’s Annual 

Church Meetings follows on quite closely from those held last year in October. Both Parochial 

Church Councils have wisely agreed not to publish full reports this time round given the short space 

of time between the APCMs but simply to issue the sets of accounts herewith attached. 

Despite our churches being closed for worship for much of these past months the life of the church 

in our communities has continued albeit in different, and for many of us, new ways of being 

together. Worship via Zoom has had the added benefit of drawing people together from across the 

Benefice resulting in a newfound sense of fellowship and journeying alongside each other. Our 

Weekly Sheet has further served as an important link in helping us all to keep each other in mind and 

prayer, absence has not meant being forgotten. More people now receive electronic copies of the 

Weekly Sheet than ever before. There is much to take forward in all of this as we think about the 

mission and ministry of our being church in the future. 

Catastrophic lead thefts from the south aisle roof of All Saints Church in Barton Stacey have occupied 

much time behind the scenes. A big thank you to Angus Saunders and to Lewis Aitken of LA 

Carpentry for literally stepping into the breach and ensuring that subsequent water penetration into 

the ceiling was minimalised. The replacement of the roof with an alternative to lead will be a major 

project for many months to come. Progress has been made with the development of plans for 

replacing the footpath at St Michaels, Bullington with hoggin. This too will be a major capital project 

moving forwards. And at St Margaret’s, South Wonston, we all look forward to the newly created 

Barbara Taylor Memorial Garden becoming more established and blossoming. 

Little would any of us have thought but a year ago that the Diocese of Winchester would need to 

undergo a programme of radical restructuring and reorganisation. Formal consultations have yet to 

be instigated but the Diocese have made it clear that the intent is to dissolve the Lower Dever 

Benefice. This will see a new chapter in the life of our churches unfold; wisdom and careful 

discernment will be in demand, but I have every confidence in our PCCs in rising to the new 

challenges that will be presented.  

Like the disciples, we too have climbed a mountain in these past months with Jesus. The 

transforming life of our faith has continued to nurture and sustain us so that like Peter, we too can 

proclaim, “Lord it is good to be here…” 

God Bless 

Mark 


