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St. Peter’s Church, Milton Bryan 
‘Where God’s Love is Present’ 

Our Church is part of the Woburn Benefice 
'Woburn, Eversholt, Milton Bryan and Battlesden with Pottsgrove' 

News from the Pews
November 2021  

News from the Pews of St. Peter’s, Milton Bryan finally 
returns, and we hope you find this occasional newsletter 
to be of interest and informative. 

Our Church is a community building as well as being a 
centre for worship and spiritual support of everyone in 
the village and beyond for well over 900 years.  

As we all know 2020, was supposed to be an exciting 
and exceptionally busy year with plans to build our 
funding towards work on the tower and church building. 
We started in February with Kelvin and Stacey White 
holding an open house Social and Fundraising Get-
Together in February 2020 with tea and cake to build 
upon and drum up the already growing enthusiasm by 
our fundraising community, which went very well.  This 
was followed by a Pew Top Sale in February, which did 
much better than our expectations for that time of year. A 
variety of events including a sausage ‘n’ mash and 
raconteur evening, a curry night, sales, fête, concerts, 
afternoon teas, competitions, funding appeals and wellie-
wanging to name just a few were being considered at the 
time. We had also announced plans for a third service in 
the month, Breakfast and the Bible.  That of course was 
before Covid-19 washed up on our shores and started 
affecting our way of life and most of the plans were either 
postponed or cancelled altogether, with everyone looking 
at an uncertain future.   

As a Church, we found ourselves locked out of our 
places of worship, of buildings we had grown so fond of 
and love so much: scattered.  Scattered in a way that is 
probably not dissimilar to that of the early church. 
Scattered to our homes as places of safety and, for 
some, not by choice.  Instead, we became an online 
church, finding new ways to worship, pray and learn 
together in Christ. In-church events cancelled, and in-
church services cancelled!  But the Church as a body of 
people continues today; we are no longer confined to or 
defined by our buildings, praise the Lord.  Online 
Benefice services became the norm for a period.  Last 
year, Revd Steve Nuth dedicated our new wooden cross 
online via YouTube, which had tremendous viewing 
figures for such a small parish church, reaching out and 
continuing its ministry in uncertain times.  

Our churches were reaching out in new ways and our 
online Benefice services were reaching many more 
people.  We have walked through Lent and Easter online 
twice, last year online fully and this year in part. 

We turned into a Church re-imagining itself in online 
forums and finding new ways to keep in touch.  Revd 
Steve Nuth led services online by recording YouTube 
services in the interim for the Benefice from the Vicarage 
down at Woburn and we all adapted as a church family to 
keep in touch. We have maintained Nones, along with 
most churches connected with Merton Priory, for the last 
two years too through the sharing of them online and by 
pigeon post to those who wished to receive these.  Our 
WhatsApp ‘Apart but Together’ group kept members of 
the Church in contact, and we endeavoured to send out 
messages of love and hope with seasonal photographs 
of our much-loved church building that we had become 
so detached from via our Parish Church email account. 
We hope you have found some hope, comfort and joy in 
these.  

As we became comfortable with online services, 
synchronising the sharing and partaking in Communion 
online from the comfort of our homes with each other and 
the Vicarage at Woburn became the new normal.  
Our giving changed during lockdown periods too. Instead 
of giving cans and packs of food we turned to making 
online financial donations to support the operational 
costs of the MK Food Bank and The Need Project who 
were under huge strain to deliver to those in need. We 
are finally receiving physical items again so do please 
bring items along when you come to church if you can.   

We marked VE Day in 2020 with the ringing of one bell, 
with residents acknowledging this in their gardens and 
homes, and the churchyard gate was decorated for 
villagers to see as they went their way on their legal daily 
exercise allowance or essential travels.  Christian News 
went digital and the low quantity of magazines available 
in hard copy were given to those who had no internet 
access or posted to those at distance.  



2 

Over the last 18 months we have lost two members of 
our church family, Fiona and Allan Chapman, and also 
George Clarke of this village for whom a very limited and 
socially distanced funeral took place in church. We also 
learned of Maggie Glasse passing away who was part of 
our village and church life for so many years too. We 
continue to remember Maggie, Fiona, Allan and George 
and all of this parish church and village who have gone 
before us and hold in prayer before God the families of 
these souls.   

Worried at the thought of depleted church funds and in 
an act of desperation, Kelvin White dusted down and 
repaired his bike and asked for sponsorship to 
encourage him to clock up 500 miles in a month as part 
of his legal daily exercise allowance at the time.  Kelvin 
reports ‘I raised a couple of grand and lost a couple of 
stone!’  A very different annual Bike ‘n’ Hike took place 
for the Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust and Stacey 
White walked 18 plus miles for this event raising just over 
£500.  We received our half of this at the end of the year 
as usual.  Barbara Wickens re-imagined the Harvest 
Supper, usually held in the Village Hall, and cooked up a 
wonderful ‘Harvest Supper in Your Homes’, fed the 
village and raised not far short of a few hundred pounds 
too! The secret soup recipe of Barbara’s still remains a 
mystery to most.  

Behind the scenes, the work of the PCC continued 
online. Monthly Churchwardens’ reports, Treasurer’s 
forecasts and continuity plans were discussed.  In the 
early months, a plethora of assessments were required, 
just for the Rector and Wardens to enter their church as 
we continued to adapt to the evolving news of Covid-19 
and the Government measures.  The maintenance of our 
churchyard, which is well known across the county for its 
beauty, tranquillity and tidiness, continued and we are 
indebted for the financial support we have received to 
enable this to continue in these times.  We are also 
grateful to the O’Connor family who do more than their bit 
in the churchyard too and also to Bill Creamer who tidied 
the edges of the church drive last year and for the extra 
daffodils that have appeared over the last couple of 
years. Mick Wickens carried out an emergency repair to 
a dropped gutter over the porch last summer whilst he 
was very conveniently locked down just across the road. 
Wheel irons were fitted to the bells last autumn, including 
rope chutes, by John Taylor & Co as formerly agreed 
prior to Covid-19.  Electrical inspections and 
recommended improvements were carried out along with 
the servicing of the organ in readiness for re-opening. 

We opened up in August 2020 for Individual Private 
Prayer and also held a Harvest themed Songs of Praise 
in September, but with no singing due to restrictions and 
rules extant at the time. Holy Communion was back on, 
but, in one kind only and under the disguise of face 
coverings and separated by social distancing measures. 

We are blessed and give thanks for Brian Winterson’s 
willingness to play the organ for most of our regular  

services. We held a socially distanced APCM in church in 
October 2020 and the PCC have continued to meet since 
when needed.  A small loyal parish gathering for 
Remembrance Sunday took place in the churchyard last 
year and we managed an Advent Songs of Praise in a 
decorated church with no singing, but still enjoying it!  

By the fourth week of December, the PCC chose to close 
the church again, after monitoring the status of this 
ghastly plague through updates at a local level from the 
Government, Church of England and the local Council. 
And so, we came back online and Revd. Steve Nuth led 
some Benefice Christmas Services online.  

In January 2021, Kelvin White set up a Donate Now 
button on our’ A-church-near-you’ website.  The cold 
dark months of January, February and March 2021 
meant we would see little of each other again and those 
in the Parish would see each other against a blanket of 
white snow or short dim winter days.  
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But we Lived Lent online, YouTube services evolved to 
Live services via Zoom, and we remembered Sir Tom 
Moore and reconnected once again in our new-found 
ways of the last year.  We came back into The House of 
The Lord on Palm Sunday 2021 with large palm 
branches set up in the chancel and have walked the 
journey since, one week and month at a time, holding 
extra services remembering His Royal Highness the 
Prince Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh.  

As the government relaxed Covid-19 restrictions further 
in the summer, our priority was focusing on re-
establishing and maintaining Covid-secure services in 
church and giving confidence to all.  In recent months, 
we have returned to serving refreshments in a Covid-
secure way, which has been financially supported by the 
Churchwardens and their wives, Mr and Mrs K & S White 
and Mr and Mrs A & D White.  This has been welcomed 
and appreciated by many.  

In September, we returned to singing and in October we 
held a ‘Harvest Thanksgiving Songs of Praise' where we 
sang our much-loved harvest hymns for the first time in 
two years and Barbara Wickens fed the village in their 
homes for a second time! We look forward with Hope to a 
Harvest Festival, Supper and Auction in fullness in 2022. 
We also held our first Café Church in two years in 
September for the annual Bike ‘n’ Hike event, with 
special thanks to Stacey White, Gwen O’Connor and Roy 
Butters for contributing home-made cakes for this event.   

Holy Communion has progressed a little but remains 
restricted in a Covid-secure way by simultaneous 
administration - intinction. Intinction is the eucharistic 
practice of partly dipping the consecrated bread, or host, 
into the consecrated wine before consumption by the 
communicant. The bread is dipped by Revd Steve Nuth 
into wine in the chalice assisted by Kelvin White and 
placed into the hand of the communicant for 
consumption. We appreciate that not everyone wants to 
receive by simultaneous administration and would prefer 
to continue receiving in one form only for the time being. 
So those who have this preference are welcome to 
inform Kelvin or Steve himself that they wish to receive 
bread only.  It is unclear when we will return to Holy 
Communion in fullness with the use of the chalice and no 
restrictions.   

UK Power Networks have been in the Village replacing 
poles and wires and in February were in touch with us 
with a proposal to change the line that came through the 
south transept window.   These works have been 
completed, along with all of the six plus months’ worth of 
administration and faculty applications. Thankfully, the 
cable now comes through the wall and not the window!     

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Christmas Tree Festival News! 
St. Peter’s 6th Christmas Tree Festival 

Saturday 11th December 11am – 5pm. 
& 

Sunday 12th December 2pm to 4pm concluding with 
the raffle and prize winner announcements. 

We are working to see the return of our much-loved 
Christmas Tree Festival in Church this year!  

We will be removing and reducing the risk of multi-touch 
stalls in order to maintain a covid-secure event as best 
we can but with a bit of imagination, encouragement and 
help from above we are praying for this event to return 
and be of blessing to all. Refreshments will be set up and 
served from the chancel.   
We are inviting you to contribute by placing a Christmas 
Tree or Christmas Arrangement in church for this event.  
More information on the way very soon.  
Kelvin & Stacey White – 01525 210337.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

An Update on our Tower Roof 

If you had noticed some of the activity in and around the 
church during the first and second week of October and 
you don't already know, then you may have been 
wondering what on earth was going on.  

Due to a lack of funds, our previous tower project plans 
of 2018/19 were put on hold during the pandemic.  At the 
end of May this year we discovered that due to further 
water ingress, the timber beams and their bearings were 
failing in two areas of the roof structure, and that 
temporary propping of the beams was urgently required. 
After numerous visits, assessment, designs and 
preparation with our architect, structural engineer and 
scaffolders, we have had some emergency works with 
scaffolding erected inside our tower in order to support 
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parts of the tower roof and enable close investigation of 
the timbers and the rest of the roof.  This investigative 
stage has come at some considerable cost, but the PCC 
are bracing themselves for an even bigger shock with a 
specification and schedule of works on a new improved 
tower roof specification.  I do have some good news, 
however, and a sign of hope. We reached out to the 
Grants Secretary of the Beds & Herts Historic Churches 
Trust on 25th August to see if they might help with these 
interim urgent structural investigations and remedial 
works and I am delighted to report that after a successful 
application, we are in receipt of a £5,000 grant cheque 
from the Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust which is 
awarded on behalf of the Wixamtree Trust.  It is very 
good of this Trust to turn round our application so quickly: 
within two months of initial enquiry.  Join me and all of 
the PCC in giving thanks to God for the work and support 
of the Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust.  

Meanwhile our Architect, Matthew Stevens of the Michael 
Dales Partnership, who has put up with my persistent 
weekly pestering calls for the last five months, has very 
recently sent three replacement and repair proposals 
including drawings to the St. Albans Diocesan Advisory 
Committee for consideration.  This is a committee of 
experts in their respective fields considering works to 
church buildings and their input will help set the scene for 
drawing up a new specification of works to the tower roof. 
It is with this progress to date and the early support and 
encouragement from the Beds & Herts Historic Churches 
Trust that we are looking to the future, in the hope of 
support from the Friends of St. Peter's Church (its sole 
purpose being the well-being of the Church building) with 
this essential project during these desperate times.

With all good wishes,  
Kelvin White.                                                       

St. Peter’s Online 
Whether you want to subscribe to all things St. Peter’s by 
e-mail, or indeed unsubscribe, you can drop us a line, 
find us online, follow us on Facebook or support us 
through your online shopping. Details below:  

Email us at:  
miltonbryanparishchurch@gmail.com 

Find us online at:  
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7658/ 
https://www.facebook.com/stpetersmb/ 

Support us through your online shopping at:  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpeters
miltonbryan/ 

Services and Events coming up: 
Remembrance Sunday Service 
Sunday 14th November, 10:30am 

Songs of Praise 
Sunday 21st November, 10:30am 

Holy Communion 
Sunday 28th November, 11:30am  

Songs of Praise  
Sunday 12th December, 10:30am 

St. Peter’s 6th Christmas Tree Festival 
Saturday 11th December 11am – 5pm.                              

Sunday 12th December 2pm to 4pm concluding with the 
raffle and the favourite arrangements announcement.   

Carol Service  
Sunday 19th December, 3pm 

Christmas Eve by Candlelight 
Friday 24th December, 7pm 

There is no service on Christmas Day this year. 

Holy Communion  
Sunday 26 December, 10:30am 

This the only service in the Benefice on this day.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Home Group 
A few years ago, we ran a Home Group for St. Peter’s in 
the comfort of Kelvin and Stacey White’s home. As we 
have returned to church this year, there has been some 
discussion about restarting the Group.  Home Groups 
provide the perfect setting for exploring our faith together, 
going deeper into God, sharing and praying together and 
praying for the life of our church.  If you would be 
interested in joining this or would simply like to know 
more and discuss further, please contact Kelvin White.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PCC Membership - Can you help?! 

Parochial Church Council [PCC] Members are in short 
supply nowadays which means some Members hold 
multiple roles which is not considered ideal.  Anyone on 
the Church Electoral Roll may apply to become a 
committee or council member and this is encouraged 
running into the APCM in the spring.  However, if you are 
not on the church electoral roll and feel you might be able 
to help in some way, then do please still enquire in the 
first instance to one of the Churchwardens or Rector. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Church Contact details: 
Revd Steve Nuth: 
Tel: 01525 290225. rectornuth@gmail.com 
Mr Kelvin White: LLW and Churchwarden:  
4 Church End, Milton Bryan. Tel: 01525 210337. 
kbwhitedirect@gmail.com 
Mr Alan D White: Churchwarden and Treasurer: 
alandwhite_lenborough@hotmail.com.  
Tel: 01280 814448.              


