
 

 

             
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharing Faith in Jesus Christ 

 

Visit our website: www.stmaryschurchcapel.com 

 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

Resting with the girls after a morning’s tupping, Wenham Place, October 2021 

http://www.stmaryschurchcapel.com/


 

 

TODAY’S LINK NEWSLETTER FOR SUNDAY 7 

NOVEMBER 2021 THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE 

ADVENT  
 

Today Rev Sally, in her Reflection, tells 

us about Jesus recruiting the 

fishermen…….. 

 

See inside…….  

 

Page 3: Worship on the Way.. 

 

 

Page 10: For news of a brand 

new Advent Course commencing 

at the rectory on 18 

November… 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

 



WORSHIP on the WAY 

St Mary’s is open for private prayer 

every day.  

November 

7 Nov 9.30am, St John’s, & 10.45am, St Mary’s, Holy        

Communion, Dean Joe Hawes presiding & preaching – all 

most welcome.  

 

  8 Nov 12.30pm, St Mary’s PCC meeting at church hall. 

 

 10 Nov 10.00am, St Mary’s, Midweek Benefice Communion. 

 

 13 Nov 12.00pm-1.00pm, St John’s, Soup & Roll lunches 

 

 

14 Nov  9.30am, St John’s,  Remembrance Service, Rev Sally,, 

9.30am, St Mary’s, Morning Prayer (said) led by 

Malcolm.  

10.45am, Remembrance Service @ War Memorial. 

 

 17 Nov 10.00am, St Mary’s, Midweek Benefice Communion. 

 

 18 Nov 7.00pm – 8.00pm, St Mary’s Rectory, Advent Prayer 

Course, “How to pray for ordinary people” Rev Sally. 

 

 21 Nov 9.30am, St John’s, & 10.45am St Mary’s Christ the King 

Communion, Rev Sally. 

 

 24 Nov 10.00am, St Mary’s, Midweek Benefice Communion. 

 

 25 Nov 7.00pm – 8.00pm, St Mary’s Rectory, Advent Prayer 

Course, “How to pray for ordinary people” Rev Sally. 

 

 27 Nov 9.30am-12.30pm, St John’s, Christmas Wreath & Table 

Centre Workshop, to book ring 07831 240650 

 

28 Nov First Sunday in Advent 

9.30am, St John’s, Holy Communion, Rev Sally,  

10.45am, St Mary’s, Advent Sunday, led by Penny & 

Jenny. 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 



Third Sunday before Advent - Reading and Prayers  
 
 

COLLECT 

Almighty Father, whose will is to restore all things 

in your beloved Son, the King of all: govern the hearts and minds of those in 

authority, and bring the families of the nations, divided and torn apart by the 

ravages of sin, to be subject to his just and gentle rule; who is alive and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 
Hebrews 9.24-end 

For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the 

true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 

God on our behalf.  

Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy 

Place year after year with blood that is not his own; for then he would have had 

to suffer again and again since the foundation of the world.  

But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by 

the sacrifice of himself. And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and 

after that the judgement so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins 

of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who 

are eagerly waiting for him. 

 

 

PSALM 62: 5- end 
Wait on God alone in stillness, O my soul; for in him is my hope. 

He alone is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold, so that I shall not be 

shaken. 



In God is my strength and my glory; God is my strong rock; in him is my refuge. 

Put your trust in him always, my people; pour out your hearts before him, for 

God is our refuge. 

The peoples are but a breath, the whole human race a deceit; on the scales they 

are altogether lighter than air. 

Put no trust in oppression; in robbery take no empty pride; though wealth 

increase, set not your heart upon it. 

God spoke once, and twice have I heard the same, that power belongs to God. 

Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, for you repay everyone according to 

their deeds. 

 

 

GOSPEL READING 
Mark 1.14-20 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 

news of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 

near; repent, and believe in the good news.’  

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw 

Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into 

the lake—for they were fishermen. And Jesus 

said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish 

for people.’ And immediately they left their nets 

and followed him.  

As he went a little farther, he saw James son of 

Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their 

boat mending the nets. Immediately he called 

them; and they left their father Zebedee in the 

boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

 

 

Sally’s Reflection 
“Heavenly Father, through weak human words, give us grace to hear your 

true and living Word, Jesus Christ our Lord” 

 

I have always wondered, could I do that? Could I put down my net, lock up the 

shop and follow Jesus.  

I suppose in a sense, becoming a curate was a bit like it. I packed up my house 

and moved to Capel. But goodness, there the comparison ends, as Capel is 

wonderful. It is not full of fighting political factions, it is not dangerous and it 

is not the unknown (well, I hope so anyway!) 

 

Jesus has waited for the moment to act. As long as John the Baptist was 

announcing the Kingdom, Jesus could bide his time. God speaks through 



situations and events and John is in prison and it is time for Jesus to go public. 

He is like a wandering prophet through Galilee and must muster people to help 

Him spread the word.  

It is all done in the shadow of the cross, with the anticipation of time limited 

and of a fearful death.  

Remember, Christ is both human and divine. There is a parallel between Jesus 

and John, a parallel of two men both facing a violent death, and yet, both 

Preaching, Proclaiming urgently about the Kingdom of God.  

 

It is a call to believe - a call for change, a call to take risks and to follow Him. It 

is a call that resonates through the centuries and it is a call we still hear today. 

It is a call to Trust the message and the good news, it is a call that God is doing 

something new.  

 

To join up, to cut loose from other ties and to follow 

Him. With the end of John’s ministry comes the end of 

a stage in history and now Jesus is centre stage; His 

journey to the cross has begun.  

It was certainly not easy for Peter, Andrew, James 

and John, but they did as He told them, they heard 

that the time had come, believe and ‘follow me!’.  

It is what Christians are called to do today, tomorrow 

and into an unknown future.  

 

And that is hard, that is so scary, but ‘trust and obey as there is no other way, 

to be happy in Jesus is to trust and obey!’  

Amen  

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God of peace, whose Son Jesus Christ proclaimed the kingdom 

and restored the broken to wholeness of life: look with compassion on the 

anguish of the world, and by your healing power make whole both people and 

nations; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
 



NEWS FROM THE PEWS! 

 

 

 



 

 
With thanks to Ann Atkins for both St John’s posters 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 



 

SUCCESSFUL Harvest 

Lunch LAST Sunday  
 

Hille and Rev Sally say: 

Thank you all for coming to our Harvest Lunch 

– and for those who helped in any way. 

Last Sunday’s Harvest Lunch was wonderful! There were a selection of 

scrumptious Capel Pies and an array of very delicious puddings!! 

Such special thanks to Hille, Trevor and Val who did 

so much organising and cooking! Helped in the kitchen 

by Janet and Mo. Malcolm and Mel helped with the 

washing up! 

 

Maureen was 

very pleased when we gave her our 

donations of £255, less costs, for FIND!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St Mary’s Advent Course for 

2021 – “How to Pray: a 

simple course for 

normal people” 

Rev Sally will be running an Advent Course at the Rectory on the following 

dates: 

Thurs 18 Nov, Thurs 25 Nov, Thurs 2 Dec, Thurs  9 Dec, Thurs 16 Dec & Thurs 

23 December – from 7.00pm to 8.00pm. 

Sally says: “This course has been devised by Pete Greig, one of the founders of 

the 24-7 Prayer movement. He serves as senior pastor of Emmaus Road in 

Guildford, England. He is an ambassador for the NGO Tearfund, an associate 

tutor at St Mellitus Theological College in London and a member of the Mustard 

Seed.” 

She adds: “This course is a down-to-earth introduction 

to life’s greatest adventure and will guide you deeper 

in your relationship with God. 

“It will help you to become more centred and still, 

clearer in discerning God’s voice, more able to make 

sense of your disappointments and more expectant for 

miraculous breakthroughs too. 

“It’s full of honest, hard-won wisdom interspersed with real-life stories – some 

humorous, others moving – to equip and inspire your prayer life.  

“Journeying through the Lord’s Prayer, and accompanied by online videos from 

The Prayer Course, which has been used by more than one million people, it 

unpacks nine essential aspects of prayer: stillness, adoration, petition, 

intercession, perseverance, contemplation, listening and confession.” 

**Don’t miss Rev Sally’s first advent course session 

Thursday 18 November 7.00pm to 8.00pm at the 

Rectory** 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Table Top Sale 

& Christmas 

Coffee Morning   

**NEWS 

UPDATE  

Jenny says: 
 

With just under four weeks to go 

we are well ahead in the planning 

stages. The lists are up on the 

notice board at the back of church explaining what help is needed for each stall 

and your donations can now be accepted ahead of the morning, except the 

cakes which can be brought to Church either on Friday afternoon or Saturday 

morning.  

Please do not turn up before 3 o'clock on Friday as we will still be packing away 

from the Table Top sale! 

Thank you to those who have already made donations towards the stalls/hamper 

raffle please keep them coming. We are still looking for volunteers to help run 

the stalls. Please add your name to the list. 

Chris and Val have already prompted you for donations towards the Christmas 

stall, and Sally and Doreen will be pleased to accept any items of jewellery. (No 

items for pierced ears). Penny will be delighted to accept pretty scarves.  

The Treasure Hunt has been completed and is ready to go on the day.  



There are still some pretty bottle bags available for you to donate your mystery 

bottle in. Thank you Jim for purchasing these, or you may wish to wrap your 

bottle in pretty paper, the choice is yours!! 

Thanking you in advance for your generosity and help on the day.  

Table Top Sale: Friday 3rd December 10.00am – 2.00pm 
 

 The Table Top Sale and Craft Fair will be held in both the Church and the hall 

with 23 tables in the Church and 7 tables in the Hall plus our Christmas Hamper 

Raffle.  

There will be a wide range of crafts and activities on sale ranging from 

traditional table top items, candles, cards, knitted items, decorated glass 

bottles and wreaths and natural gifts to name but a few so please come along 

and browse and maybe purchase some items.  

We will be serving refreshments during the sale and I am asking for anyone who 

could volunteer to help during the morning, thank you in advance. If you can 

spare even half of one hour then that would be very helpful. It looks like it 

could be a good morning. 
 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

 

 

Happy Birthday in 

November to: 
 

 9 Nov  Val Bridgman 

 25 Nov  Doreen Parker 

 26 Nov Kevin Austrin 

 

 

 

With thanks to Trevor Bailey 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
 

 



HYMN OF THE WEEK: 

 

 

Through all the 

changing scenes of life… 

 

Click here to listen to the hymn: 

https://youtu.be/ox1r0OzIwoo 

 

From Coventry Cathedral 

"Through All the Changing Scenes of Life" is a metrical version of psalm 34 written by 

Nahum Tate and Nicholas Brady in their 'New Version of the Psalms of David ', published in 

1696. 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

https://youtu.be/ox1r0OzIwoo


 

VIEWPOINT 
 

Gavin Ashenden examines the alarming 

“Paradox of Halloween” 
 

Halloween presents us with a paradox that verges on a 

contradiction. When so many people want just comfort and pleasure in life, why 

engage with a public festival at the end of October that courts horror and 

death? 

At the end of October, two cultures clash as All Hallows Eve (followed by All 

Saints) and Halloween fight for our attention and the public space.  

Frissance of Fear 

In one, Christendom sets out to make sense of death, to manage it and 

incorporate it into the direction and values of the lives we lead. In the other, 

secular consumerism tries to neuter it by laughing more with, than at death - 

inviting it to give a little frissance of fear, just enough to titillate but not 

enough to really scare. 

In reality, in hard-nosed theological terms, what we are seeing is the clash of 

good and evil, life and death, hope and horror, but dressed up as something 

different – boredom versus entertainment. 

Frolic & Fun 

In All Hallows Eve and All Saints Day, Christianity faces death full-on. On All 

Hallows Eve it reaches out in loving prayer on behalf of the souls who have died. 

And on All Saints it celebrates a new and wonderful model of living the human 

life – the pursuit of holiness instead of pleasure. 

The meaning implicit in life but threatened by death is restored through the 

promise of resurrection and a vision of heaven; and the missing of people we 

loved which has wounded our hearts, starts being healed. 

On the other hand, in Halloween, secular culture is doing what it has done for a 

long time - trying to divert itself from the shock and horror of death by 

neutering it with frolic and fun. 

 

The origin of English ghost stories 

Prior to the Reformation, the monasteries were an important part of social, 

psychological and theological fabric. As well as being laboratories of science and 

discovery, and guardians of literature and culture, they were primarily 

communities of prayer that interceded for the living and the dead.  

In his book 'Albion' the historian and author Peter Ackroyd notes, "It has been 

calculated that the vast majority of ghost stories, around 98%, are written in 

English and roughly 70% are written by English men and women." 

 



 

Trick or “threat”  

The residual folk practices in the Celtic parts of the 

UK provided a foundation for the development of 

Halloween in America. In Scotland and Ireland the 

practice of 'guising' - children wandering round in 

disguise - goes back to the 16th century, but was 

revived in the late 19th century. Children would tell a 

joke, sing a song or perform for a small reward. The 

transition to America involved an element of threat - 

the 'trick' - completely absent from the original folk practices . 

The explosion of interest in America where Halloween was relaunched provokes 

two questions. 

 

Unable to cure death 

The Christian philosopher and mathematician Blaise Pascal (who was converted 

by the most vivid experience of God in a vision in 1654) commented: "Being 

unable to cure death, wretchedness and ignorance, men have decided, in order 

to be happy, not to think about such things." 

One of the best ways of avoiding thinking about such things is to trivialise them. 

Halloween seems to have become a means of trivialising death and our fear of 

our mortality.  

 

The Christian principle 

The two ways in which societies have set out to deal with death have involved 

either: 

  striking a deal with occult forces and energies who claim death as their 

domain in order to buy them off; or 

  the Christian prescription which is to acknowledge that any price that 

might be demanded by the dominion of death to which our mortality 

subjects us, cannot be paid or discharged by us. It is and can only be in 

the crucifixion that the price is paid by the only agency who could satisfy 

it without being destroyed - the Son of God. 

What ought to be clear to Christians is that 

secular Halloween poses a direct theological and 

cultural threat to the Gospel and the Church, and 

is no ally to Jesus. 
 

Dr Gavin Ashenden is a former chaplain to the 

Queen. He blogs at Ashenden.org 

 
 

 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

https://ashenden.org/


More of Canon Jim’s “Wise Words…” 
 
 

God Himself doesn't propose to judge a man until  

He is dead. So why should you?        

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*         

Some minds are like concrete          

Thoroughly mixed up and permanently set.        

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*   

Peace starts with a smile.        

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 

I don't know why some people change churches;  

What difference does it make which one you stay home from?  

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*  

Be ye fishers of men. You catch 'em - He'll clean 'em.  

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*        

Coincidence is when God chooses to remain anonymous.  

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*    

Don't wait for 6 strong men to take you to church.  

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*   

 Forbidden fruits create many jams.        

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*       

God doesn't call the qualified, He qualifies the called.        

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*          

 

  
Thank you Canon Jim – and we look forward to seeing you again shortly at your service… 

 

 

 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 



 

POETRY 
CORNER 

 

 

 

 

The Wild Swans at Coole       by WB Yeats 

 

The trees are in their autumn beauty, 

The woodland paths are dry, 

Under the October twilight the water 

Mirrors a still sky; 

Upon the brimming water among the stones 

Are nine-and-fifty swans. 

 

The nineteenth autumn has come upon me 

Since I first made my count; 

I saw, before I had well finished, 

All suddenly mount 

And scatter wheeling in great broken rings 

Upon their clamorous wings... 

 

But now they drift on the still water, 

Mysterious, beautiful; 

Among what rushes will they build,   

By what lake's edge or pool 

Delight men's eyes when I awake some day 

To find they have flown away? 

 

William Butler Yeats' 1917 poem lyrically describes another lush autumn day.  

It can be enjoyed for its beautiful imagery, but the poem's subtext is the pain of the 

passage of time. In the final image, Yeats writes of the longing and lack that autumn 

evokes as he imagines the departure of the swans he is observing and waking one 

morning to their absence. 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

https://www.thoughtco.com/william-butler-yeats-2725285


 

 

 
 

 

 

 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 



Death by lightning at Capel’s 

school for poor children 
Narrated by David Thompson 

 

The full story of the tragic loss of life when 

lightning struck Capel St Mary National 

School for Poor Children* some 157 years 

ago has been rediscovered by researcher and 

artist Nicola Dodds. 

 

The village has known that an old school in the village had been hit by lightning. 

What was not known was the full extent of the tragedy. While seeking more 

facts about Capel’s General’s family, Nicole Dodds found that the full horror for 

the village had been reported in a national publication, The Illustrated London 

News, dated 19 August 1854. 

The report says that on Thursday week the village of Capel St Mary “was visited 

with a terrific storm, by which three children were killed, several others 

wounded, and the National School was reduced to a ruin shown in the 

accompanying Illustration. 

Awful severity 

“The school was situated at the western end of the village, and was a detached 

building, within an enclosure. It was two stories high, the ground floor 

comprising the school-rooms - the western end being occupied by the boys, the 

eastern end by the girls. 

“Between two and three o’clock from twenty eight to thirty boys, and from fifty 

to sixty girls, were assembled in the schools, repeating their lessons. At this 

time the storm burst over-head with awful severity, the rain falling in heavy 

torrents.  

“In a few minutes the lightning struck the top of the eastern gable, which was 

composed of lath and plaster, and descending in a slanting direction to the 

earth, split the wall open from top to bottom, dashing in the windows, one of 

which was driven into the middle of the boys’ room. 

Rendered unconcious 

“At the same moment the apartment was filled with flames and dust. Mr 

Alexander (the school master) was instantly rendered unconscious, and 

remained so for two or three seconds; the whole of the children lay upon the 

floor, some apparently lifeless and others screaming piteously for assistance. 

“To add to the horrors of the scene, the lightning, which had run along the 

ceiling ignited the thatch roof, and the flames, owing to the wind communicated 

with the bed-curtains and the furniture. 

“In the village, flames were first observed by a Mrs Richardson, in a house 

distant about 100 yards: she saw the roof of the school on fire, and several 



children rushing into the road screaming for help, and she ran to the spot. Upon 

entering the school she found three of the boys dead upon the floor. 

Adjacent hovel 

“The affrighted children were removed to a place of security, and the bodies of 

the dead were conveyed into an adjacent hovel. 

“The school-house, furniture and a great proportion of the clothing and work, 

were entirely destroyed.” 

The following day, an inquest jury returned a verdict of ‘Accidental death, by 

being struck by lightning.’ 

 

The style and punctuation of the 1854 report have not been changed. 

 

Several questions arise from the 1854 report: 

 

*National Schools for poor children were established in 1811 by the Church of 

England. So: 

* were the destroyed bed-curtains and furniture used by poor children who 

lived at the school? 

* where, exactly was the school building and enclosure? 

* how old were the school children? Why were there more girls than boys 

present? Was it because other young boys were working on the land?  

* was the meaning of the word ‘hovel’, probably a home, be the same now as it 

was in 1854? 

 

Can any LINK readers answer David’s queries? – if so please let 

the editor know at briancrogerson@btinternet.com 
 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 

SUNDAY 7 

NOVEMBER 2021 
 
With thanks to Hille Peartree 

 

mailto:briancrogerson@btinternet.com


For our Armed Forces and all who serve, and all suffering with Coronavirus. 
 

LONG-TERM SICK AND HOUSEBOUND  

Paul (from Sue Ryder home), Alan Arnold, Samantha Streatfield, Margaret, 

Gillie Rockall, Lew Dyer, Pat Gladwin (in hospital with a broken leg, and covid). 

 

SICK 

Amanda Egnor, Minnie Cawley, Fiona Heaton, Megan Coomer, Penny & David 

Thompson, Becky Carpendale, Molly Johansen, Rachel Martin,  

Clare Bligh, Beryl Grunbaum, Glyn Terry, Derek Davies, Kevin Austrin, Chris 

Fenn, Rev Roger and Josie Balkwill. Valerie Fielding,  

 

FOR THOSE MAKING A RECOVERY  

Greg Garrod, Lizzie Green. Shirley Streatfield  

 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 

Jean Siggers  

 

FOR THOSE WHOSE YEAR’S MIND FALLS AT THIS TIME   

Now shown on the Link Noticeboard.  

 

DO PLEASE LET ME KNOW OF ANY CHANGES OF THE CONDITIONS OF 

THE PEOPLE ABOVE, especially if they, hopefully, make a recovery! 

 

Please contact Hille at hillepearz@gmail.com  
 
 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

 

VIEWPOINT 
Mark Ireland 

argues: “Now in 

not the time to 

cut clergy 

posts!”  

mailto:hillepearz@gmail.com


 
Twice in the last ten days we have appointed excellent candidates from outside 

the diocese to fill vacant parishes, one a curate at the end of their curacy and 

one transferring from unpaid non-stipendiary ministry to a paid position.  

On both occasions their respective archdeacons told me that they would have 

loved to keep the candidate in their diocese but sadly there was an indefinite 

freeze on appointing anyone not already on the incumbents’ payroll ‘for financial 

reasons’.  

Whilst I am delighted that parishes in our diocese should benefit, I can’t help 

lamenting that other dioceses are following a policy which I fear will prove 

short-sighted. 

 

Far from saving money, cutting the numbers of stipendiary clergy usually leads 

to a reduction in income, as less mission and ministry takes place and fewer 

people become disciples of Jesus Christ.  

When clergy are asked to take on more parishes in ever larger benefices, they 

somehow manage to keep all the services, buildings and occasional offices going, 

at least after a fashion, but they inevitably have less time and energy for 

mission and evangelism and planting new congregations.  

They also spend more time at their desk – and so have less time to spend in 

being a visible presence in the life of the community and talking to those who 

are searching for faith. 

Structural damage 

Another short-term cost saving measure that creates lasting structural damage 

is delaying the appointments to our vibrant parishes. The lack of ordained 

leadership for extended periods of time erodes parish life, chokes off growth 

and demotivates generous givers. 

I know that the theory is that lay ministry will expand to fill the gap left by 

stipendiary clergy. 

In a recent book (Making New Disciples, 2015) Mike Booker and I quoted a 

remarkable statistic that 40% of fresh expressions of church are led by lay 

people with no formal training or authorisation. However potential lay ministers 

need clergy with time to recognise their gifts, encourage their vocation and 

invest in their training and development.  

As an incumbent a major part of my time was spent discipling individuals and 

growing new leaders, but when I focused on that I never worked myself out of a 

job. Instead, the church grew and I was as busy as ever! 

Freezing makes no sense 

What’s more, freezing recruitment of parish clergy doesn’t make sense in 

spiritual terms. 

What other organisation would go to the trouble and expense of recruiting and 

training new staff, only to tell them at the end of their trainee post that there 

was no job for them? 

https://spckpublishing.co.uk/making-new-disciples


Stifles the work 

Freezing recruitment also stifles the work of the Holy Spirit by hampering the 

growth of fresh expressions of church. Church plants sometimes grow to the 

size where they can no longer be sustained by volunteers. This is exactly the 

time when bold investment is needed to help the congregation transition to a 

paid priest.  

 

Whilst diocesan boards of finance rightly focus on what is held in free reserves, 

they should not ignore total assets. Whilst a significant part of a diocese’s total 

assets is in housing for current clergy (which can rarely be touched), there is 

often other housing stock being held onto ‘just in case’. 

Investments have performed remarkably well during the last three years, 

meaning that some dioceses may find themselves with increasing total assets at 

the same time as they are cutting clergy posts. The Charity Commission 

encourages charities not to accumulate large reserves but to use their assets 

for the object of the charity.  

During Covid we have endured an 18-month rainy day, so logically we should be 

reducing our total reserves significantly at this time to tide us over and help us 

maintain frontline clergy posts which will enable us to rebuild church life – 

otherwise there is little point in having such reserves.  

God loves to answer prayer. We have prayed that God would send more priests, 

and God has – the number of vocations is increasing. We have prayed for God to 

raise up new local congregations across the country, and God has. As Jesus said, 

‘Seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

given to you as well.” 

  

The Ven Mark Ireland is Archdeacon of Blackburn and co-author with Mike 

Booker of ‘Making New Disciples’ 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
A magic Autumn Stroll, Burnham Beeches, with thanks to Christine Hart 

https://spckpublishing.co.uk/making-new-disciples


IN MEMORIAM 

With thanks to Trevor Bailey 
 

 

 

 1 Nov   Margaret Terry   1994 

 2 Nov   Frederick Edward Willett 2004 

 5 Nov   Muriel Grace James  2005 

 9 Nov   Alice Rush    2003 

 16 Nov  Lai Jong Whinney   2016 

 19 Nov  Margaret Edith Pearse Butt 2003 

 25 Nov  Joan Potter    2016 

 27 Nov  Marion Dolby   2008 

 28 Nov  Hope Bate    2010 

 29 Nov  Janice Makinson   2020 

 30 Nov  Mavis Wilson   2008 
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Even more funnies. 

    

 

 

      

 

   

 

 

    

    

 

   

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 



CONTACT NUMBERS FOR BENEFICE 

MINISTERS 

Curate in Charge Rev Sally Letman 311505 

Church wardens  

@ St Mary’s Mel Sutcliffe 310967 

  Trevor Peartree 310146 

 @ St John’s John Cresswell 311975 

  Diana Hunt 310441  

Pastoral care 

@ St Mary’s Hille Peartree 310146 

 

PCC Secretary 

@ St Mary’s Jenny Hickley 310991 

 

Hall bookings 

@ St Mary’s Malcolm Fenn 310901 

 

 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 

 



 

The editor spots the little guy who always leaves 

annoying comments at the worst time.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
EDITOR’S NOTE 

 
The Link Newsletter shall continue to be published electronically as 

frequently as news demands – please let me know of any news or 

views you may have for inclusion in the magazine.  

Please be sure to forward any items for news to the editor at: 

briancrogerson@btinternet.com 
 

The inclusion of any items in this publication does not constitute an 

endorsement of a product or service by the Editor, the Parochial Church 

Council, or the Diocese of Saint Edmundsbury & Ipswich. Copyright belongs 

jointly to the Capel St. Mary and St. John’s Great Wenham Parochial Church 

Councils. Articles and pictures may also appear on websites and social media 

https://stmaryschurchcapel.com 

 

 

Kindly note that editorial and production attempts to reflect accurately all 

submissions; however apologies are readily offered for any errors in 

transmission. 

 

All features & news items & opinions in The Link are introduced & published by 

the Editor and only the Church service, Readings and Reflection and Prayers are 

submitted & authorised by the Priest in Charge and the PCC officers unless 

otherwise highlighted in the text. 

 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
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