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 WELCOME TO ST HUGH’S, DURLEIGH   
 

The Parish Church for Durleigh, in the benefice of Bridgwater Holy Trinity and Durleigh St Hugh. 

 

St Hugh’s is a grade II Listed Building consisting of a two-bay Nave and a Chancel. 

 

According to Sir Nicholas Pevsner, it is of Norman origin dating back to the 12th Century. 

 

The Chancel was rebuilt in the Thirteenth Century and in the early Fourteenth Century the Nave 

windows were replaced and the distinctive saddleback tower was added. 

 

There is a 15th Century octagonal Font in the church. 

 

There is evidence of the existence of a Rood Gallery across the east end of the Nave,  

by way of the stone steps to the Rood loft behind a small door, on the north Nave wall. 

__________________________________ 

 

We are a small congregation, but warm and welcoming. 

 

Our building is beautiful and peaceful - our services are traditional but relaxed and unstuffy ! 

 

We welcome everyone to our much-loved church. 

 

 



  DURLEIGH 
 

The parish of Durleigh lies principally west and southwest of Bridgwater and straddles what 

was the Durleigh Brook, which was dammed in 1938 to form Durleigh reservoir.  

 

At the time of William the Conqueror, Durleigh was called Durlege. 

 

Durlege or Durleigh means “the wood frequented by deer” and the original settlement was 

undoubtedly a Saxon clearing in the wood to establish a farmstead.  

 

By the time of the Domesday Book it was a well-rooted small community held before the Norman 

Conquest by a Saxon Thane called Alfsi.  

 

It was given by King William to Ansger Fower (the fowler?) with Chilton Trinity and other 

smallholdings.  

 

The Manor contained land for 3 ploughs and supported 4 villagers, 2 small holders and 3 slaves 

and was worth 20 shillings. 

 

It was a small manorial holding with West Bower and Rexworthy as separate manors within the 

Parish. 

 

The names of three medieval settlements in the principal part of the parish, Durleigh, Rexworthy, 

and Everley, seem to indicate woodland clearings. 

 

Eight people from the parish were accused of complicity in the Monmouth Rebellion of 1685. 

 

The total area of the parish in 1881 was said to be 886 acres -  less than the true area because of 

an error over the boundaries of Chilton parish. 

 

  EARLY HISTORY OF DURLEIGH CHURCH 
 

It would seem that Durleigh church was originally a chapel servicing a hunting lodge in the Royal 

Hunting Forest of North Petherton on whose northern perimeter it stands.  

 

Known originally as the Chapel in the Woods, legend suggests that King John, who hunted in the 

Forest whilst staying at Bridgwater Castle, built the chapel for his huntsmen in the twelfth 

century. 

 

The descriptive window of St Hubert in the North Chancel adds weight to the legend that there 

was an intention to dedicate the Chapel to St Hubert, the Patron Saint of Hunting, although there 

is no evidence to suggest such a dedication was ever made. 

 

The rectory estate (the ‘Living”) was held by St John’s Hospital, Bridgwater (founded by William 

Bruere in 1219) until the Reformation. William Bruere gave possessions for the support of the 

hospital and whilst there is no actual record of the Chapel in the Woods being gifted to the 

hospital, there is a record of “other benefices and properties” being given, one of which, in all 

likelihood, was the Chapel in the Woods. 



There appear to have been other similar chapels around Bridgwater, but many were destroyed at 

the time of the Reformation and the abolition of small Chapels and Chantries in 1548. It would 

seem that Durleigh may have survived because it was of importance to someone in authority. 

 

One historical account describes Durleigh as a chapel “of a peculiar nature, originally it must have 

been a King’s Chapel as it was outside Episcopal jurisdiction”. 

 

Following the abolition of the Chantries, many of their Priests were appointed Chaplains and the 

earliest known record of a Cleric at Durleigh is that of John Clayte in 1468.  A record exists of 

another Chaplain being appointed in 1486. 

 

Payment of Tithes to Clergy holding Durleigh is recorded in a copy of the Register dated 1666. A 

long list of dues shows how the populace helped the Ministry of the Church during these times. 

 

  RESTORATION 
 

Much restoration has been carried out over the years, including during the Victorian era, and St 

Hugh’s is well looked-after and in remarkably good condition. 

 

It’s interesting to note how costs have changed as an old receipt in possession of the church 

shows that in April 1760 Thomas Haddon repaired the church roof at a cost of one pound, four 

shillings and eleven and a half pennies. This cost was for himself and two men with labour and 

materials, including 500 tiles, for three days ! 

 

  CHURCH BELLS 
 

In 1950 St Hugh’s original four bells were tuned, and two smaller bells added, to complete the 

ring of six. One of the bells is reputed to be the oldest in Somerset. 

 

An elevated bell ringing chamber was constructed in 1975, the bells previously being rung from 

the Vestry floor. 

 

  GRAVEYARD 
 

The graveyard contains monuments to many well-known local families, including the Gooding 

family of Durleigh who were donative Patrons to the Church. 

 

  POPULATION OF THE PARISH 
 

A tippling house was reported in the parish in 1623. By 1664-5 there were 11 houses in the tithing 

of Durleigh and Duke Fee.  

 

The population of the parish rose gradually from 104 in 1801 to 208 in 1881. Boundary changes in 

1886 seem to account for a reduction to 158 in 1891. 

 

There was a significant fall from 396 in 1911 to 328 in 1921. In 1931 the total population was 348.  

 

Between 1961 and 1981 the population of what remained outside Bridgwater rose from 300 to 

517. According to the 2011 Census the population was 548. 

 



  DEDICATION TO St HUGH 
 

Durleigh Church was of unknown dedication  

and was called the Chapel in the Woods in its early days. 

 

On 30th November 2003 the Church was finally dedicated in honour of St Hugh of Lincoln. St Hugh 

was chosen because he served as a Monk in Somerset and his emblems are a swan and water  - 

with Durleigh Reservoir across the road it was an appropriate dedication. 

 

St Hugh  (c1135 -16 November 1200) was the Abbot of Lincoln. He was also known as Hugh of 

Avalon and was a French nobleman and a Benedictine and Carthusian Monk.  

His feast day is held on 17 November. 

___________________________ 

 

SERVICES 

Evensong (Book of Common Prayer) - Every second Sunday of the month at 3pm 

Holy Communion (Common Worship) - Every fourth Sunday of the month at 3pm 

 

VICAR 

Rev. William Lane, The New Vicarage, Hamp Avenue, Bridgwater TA6 6AN 

Tel: 01278 455022  

___________________________ 

 

THE ROLE OF THE PARISH CURCH IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

“ I believe that it is in the parish churches of our land that we come closest  

to the soul and history of each community that the individual church serves. 

 

Even in this secular age, everyone who lives in England is a parishioner, lives in a parish, is entitled 

to the ministrations of the Church of England - whatever his or her race, creed or colour - and can 

enter the only public buildings that are always open and welcoming to people. 

 

Every single one of our fellow citizens has this inalienable right”.  

 

They are buildings that speak of their communities, to their communities, for their communities”. 
 

Lord Cormack, a committed Christian and a trustee of the Churches Preservation Trust since 1972, 

 speaking in the House of Lords 12 June 2014 (credit -Hansard). 

_______________ 
 

Website: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11215/about-us/ 
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