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A message from the Editor Petrichor is the term used to describe the smell produced from dry
soil after it has rained. It is derived from "petros" (the Greek for rock) and "ichor" which means "fluid flowing through
the veins of the gods". Humans are incredibly sensitive to it and can detect it in 1 part per million, it stimulates
serotonin production(the happy hormone) and is sought after by perfumers. It is another of the mysteries of the soil, a
precious God given gift. In Mark's Gospel Jesus talks about the mystery of the soil, after the farmer has planted the
seeds "night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows although he does not know how".
Next year's harvest is being planted at the moment.… Rob Walrond, Pitney PCC

Pitney Churchyard John Carter

Maintaining the churchyard is a difficult and
expensive task. This last year has seen an attempt
to promote the growth of all flora that may be in
'God's acre', which has meant that one area has
been left uncut while the majority has been cut by
Mark Stanistreet on a voluntary basis for which we
have been most grateful. There can be no doubt that
he alone took on a time consuming and thankless
task. This approach has brought a mixed response,
with some wanting to see the grass short in all areas
at all times and others liking what they saw.
At a recent meeting it was realised that one of the
most important aids to maintaining the churchyard
will be to even out much of the unevenness between
graves, which makes grass cutting so difficult and
time consuming. If anyone has an excess of topsoil
they wish to donate please tell us and we can
arrange to have it picked up, or direct you where to
place it. Whatever, we shall use the winter months to
find a way forward, so that we regularly maintain
short grass areas and footpaths, while retaining
zones of wild areas. We shall not benefit from Mark’s
help in the future and any commercial maintenance
is likely to be expensive.
If anyone wishes to volunteer for a job, no matter
how small or large, that contributes to the upkeep of
the churchyard, your offer will be most welcome. As
a start, please come along to our annual
maintenance day on Saturday, 9th October, from
9:30 onwards. All gardening tools are worth
bringing, particularly mowers, strimmers, rakes,
trowels, spades, secateurs and wheelbarrows.
Coffee, tea and cake will be provided. If you cannot
make this date but wish to help, please contact me,
and I will be able to give further direction.
The recent survey confirmed how important the
Church and churchyard are, not simply as a place of
worship for some, but as an asset that Pitney wishes
to maintain and we look forward to receiving your
long term support.
John Carter: 07796 694921

Pitney Playing Fields Jill Walrond

Pitney Playing Field Trust had their AGM on 14th
September. Rather disappointingly, only the
committee members attended. We really need a
few more younger people to help keep the Playing
Field going.
The bonfire will be set alight on 5th November at
6.30pm. We are going to do our best to check for
hedgehogs, etc. but this year NO fireworks.
Hopefully next year we shall be back to
normal. There will be a bar, mulled wine, BBQ and
NO ENTRY FEE! Just a get together for the villagers
to have a chat, hotdogs, burgers and a warm up by
the fire and, of course, a pint or two of beer.
Our committee: Chairman Gary Shayler / Chris
Perry. Secretary Selina Mumford. Treasurer Kate
Wigmore/ Jill Walrond. Vivien Winterburn Steve
Mcanulla
For all offers of help, please phone me on 01458 250120.

Pitney Lortie WI Jean Cheesman

Twenty one members and friends attended the first
meeting of Pitney WI in the Village Hall since March
2020. It was a happy & relaxed occasion where we
learnt of Ann Mumford’s experiences as a child
growing up in Belgium in the 1930s and ‘40s. Notice
was given of the SCFWI AGM at Westlands on
November 6th, the Carol Service at Wells Cathedral
on December 8th and the need to place orders for
the 2022 Calendar and diary.
As we enter the season of “Mists and Mellow
fruitfulness” our next meeting on Wednesday 13th
October involves the fruits of this season! Do you
have a jam, jelly or chutney that you make at this
time of year? Would you be happy to share some
with your fellow members - and perhaps share the
recipe too? (Unless it’s a closely guarded family
secret!). Unlike the “Challenge” of last time, this will
be a tasting and sharing session and will perhaps
inspire some of us to try something new!
For any queries about the WI you can contact the President - Rosemary
Speakman - on 07715 829102 or email rosieandpaul@icloud.com
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Pitney Village Hall Camilla

We hosted a second Pub Night on Friday 17th
September and were once again very fortunate with
the weather, although we did erect the marquee just
in case! We would like to thank everyone for coming
along and making it such a fun evening, whilst
supporting the hall at the same time. Congratulations
to those 100 Club winners on the night too. We were
also delighted to be able to take card payments for
the very first time! Yes, that’s right, we can now
accept payments by card, or via smartphone, and will
be able to do so for all events in the future, whether
for drinks at the bar, or tickets on the door.
Speaking of which, we have a number of exciting
events in the pipeline including the long awaited
return of the Annual Horseshoe Quiz on 22nd
October, and the ever popular Bingo on 3rd
December, both to be hosted by the fabulous Dave
Moore. If you’ve not been to either in the past, they
are well worth an evening out - get your teams
assembled! We are also very excited to announce
that Dave is currently working on another Radio play
to be held before Christmas. The last one was a sell
out success so we may be running it over three
nights this year to ensure that there is space for
everyone, and to keep numbers in the hall low
enough to ensure adequate spacing.
In the meantime we will host another Pub night on
November 19th - if you’ve missed the last two do
come along and join in the fun!
We also held our AGM on September 21st.
Do keep an eye out for future event details dropping
through your door, or on our website:
www.pitneyvillagehall.co.uk and we hope to see you
all again soon!

Pitney Biodiversity Group Sue Toomer

A year has passed since our first ‘on the ground’
project, so we thought it would be a good idea to
summarise some of our achievements so far and our
plans for the future. The group’s aim is to review the
biodiversity within the parish, establishing a base line
that all of us who live and work in Pitney can work to
maintain or improve on.
The clearing of Princes Pond on Woodbirds Hill Lane
in 2020 was a great success. Seasonal ponds such
as this that dry up in the summer are now scarce and
greatly valued habitats. It may take a few years to
establish fully, but plants, newts and dragonflies, are
already moving in.
Our next big project is scheduled for the weekend of
23/24th October when we plan to carry out
regeneration work in the copse at the top of Church
Hill, to provide a more varied habitat for flora and
fauna. This will be another physical challenge so
everyone is invited to join in and help! More details will
be made available soon.
Over the last year we have been monitoring whatever
wildlife we can: The Great Garden BIRD Watch at the
end of January and, in the months since, barn owls,

egrets and red kites have been sighted along with
our summer visiting swifts, swallows and martins;
BAT surveys have revealed the presence of
numerous species including some relatively rare
ones; HEDGHOGS have been monitored and filmed
and houses provided with residents doing their best
to keep them safe; on a BUTTERFLY walk in August
we recorded 14 species, the highlight being the
rarely seen brown hairstreak that is restricted to only
three main areas in the UK; a GLOW WORM walk
found glowing (flightless) females in eight location in
the village; around 150 species of MOTH have been
recorded including some ‘specials’ such as
Convolvulus Hawkmoth; BUMBLEBEE surveys in
Pitney gardens have revealed the presence of all
seven of the more common species in good
numbers; there have been sightings of stoats,
badgers, slow worms, grass snakes, roe deer etc
and several surveys around the village and in the
churchyard have shown the presence of a good
variety of PLANTLIFE with some rare plants being
identified such as adder’s tongue fern and berry
catchfly (Pitney may be the only place in the country
where this is now found) and several species of
orchid have graced the lanes and gardens in the
Parish.
Although all these things have been more common in
the past, Pitney is still home to a wide variety of
plants and animals – something of which we should
be proud. We are pleased to say that the application
for funding from the Climate Emergency Fund has
been successful and the money will be used for three
display boards to be placed in different parts of the
village. These boards will demonstrate to residents
and visitors alike that Pitney cares about its
biodiversity. If you would like to be involved in
projects, report any sighting or just get in touch
please contact us via the Facebook page or email
pitneybiodiversity@gmail.com.

Church Services in September
For details of how to attend our Zoom services,
please contact Liz on 07864 868849 or email
p.jones969@btinternet.com

Sunday
3rd October

11am
Holy Communion

at Muchelney

Sunday
10th October

8am
Holy Communion
10.20am
Morning Prayer
11am
Harvest Festival

at Long Sutton

on Zoom

at Drayton

Sunday
17th October

11am
Holy Communion

at Pitney

Sunday
24th October

11am
Holy Communion

at Long Sutton

Sunday
31st October

10.20am
Morning Prayer
11am
Informal service
for Creationtide

on Zoom

at Pitney
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