
LECTIONARY  
Job 23:1-9, 16-end 

Psalm 22:1-15 
Hebrews 4:12-end 

Mark 10:17-31 

Wye Brooks Group   

UPDATE for  10 October 

Trinity 19—GREEN 

FROM THE VICAR 
 

On Wednesday this week I thought I would give my 
friend Vic a ring. We have been close friends since our 
early teens, members of the Boys’ Brigade together, 
leaders of a youth club together. I was Best Man at his 
wedding and he was Best Man at ours.  
 
One Sunday evening in July 1975 Vic and I unwillingly 
accompanied our very Christian youth leader and the 
rest of the youth club to an evangelistic mission on the 
other side of town. Despite our initial antipathy, what 
we encountered that night made an impact, and of our 
own volition the two of us went back the following night, 
and the night after that and indeed all week, and a new 
Christian faith was born in both of us.  
 
That summer we were inseparable, and two or three 
times a week we used to go back to his house, drink tea, 
eat sandwiches, listen to classical music, and talk until it 
was light. At Vic’s I learnt to love Mozart. And then in the 
September he went away to University, giving me a 
Bible, inscribed, amongst other things, with the 
encouragement to read it. It was a bitter parting, but we 
have kept in touch and I still have the Bible. 
 
He has lived in Manchester and then Bury since, carving 
out his career as an architect specialising in churches.  I 
eventually went into teaching.  Vic was a Methodist local 
preacher: so was I.  I was ordained into the Church of 
England 25 years ago. Vic was ordained into the Church 
of England about 10 years ago but kept his career . He 
has twin girls: I have twin boys. We have a lot in 
common.   
 
When we talk there is so much to talk about: our 
childhood, people we both know, our faith, our 
ministries, our families, our problems. Being of a certain 
age, we seem to be talking more about the loss of 
mutual friends. And we have supported and prayed for 
one another in times of difficulty and stress.  It has not 
been easy for him or for me in the last few years, and 
the latest thing is that his son James, who is 40, has been 
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis, which is really 
worrying. We don’t hide our concerns from one another.  
We have been and are there for one another, supporting 
where we can, and praying.  How precious is friendship! 
 

We have just finished our Creationtide season, with its 
harvest festivals, and we have been thinking about God’s 
goodness to us. Human friendship is surely part of the 
lavish harvest we reap from God’s grace throughout our 
lives. We are indeed enriched by what he gives us, both 
in creation and in Christ, who calls us his friends, and we 
in turn are able to enrich the lives of others.  Let’s not 
forget that deep and lasting friendships are part of that 
harvest of God’s overwhelming grace. 
 
In the Bible we are told  

"Carry each other’s burdens,  
and in this way, you will fulfil the law of Christ."  (Gal 6:2) 

 
“Two are better than one  

because they have a good reward for their toil.  
For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow.” 

      (Eccles 4:9,10) 
 

"Behold, how good and pleasant it is  
when brothers dwell in unity!"     (Ps 133:1) 

 
"Oil and perfume make the heart glad, and the sweetness of a 

friend comes from his earnest counsel."    (Prov 27:9) 
 

"My intercessor is my friend as my eyes pour out tears to God; 
on behalf of a man he pleads with God  

as one pleads for a friend."  (Job 16:20-21) 

NEWS THIS WEEK 
A GRIM REALITY 

There was grim news from France this week. A 2500 page 
report by the French Government revealed that 300,000 

children have been sexually abused within the Roman Catholic 
Church over the past 70 years. That’s more than 4000 children 

per year, an absolutely shocking revelation. 2000 of the 
abusers have been priests, and of course the big questions are 
things like How on earth did this become so widespread when 

even one case represents serious failure?’and How was it 
covered up for so long?  

Pray for the Roman Catholic Church, and of course for the 
Pope, because coming to terms with this and making sure it 

doesn’t continue are major undertakings.  
 

SACKED FOR WEARING A CROSS 
Also in the news this week is the case of Mary Onuoha, who 
has been forced out of her job in a UK health trust for refusing 
to take off a small cross which she has worn for 40 years. The 
Trust says that it is a health and safety concern and that it must 
not be visible. Mary Onuoha is challenging this on the grounds 

that the trust doesn’t enforce  the rules against other faiths’ 
religious jewellery,  saris, turbans and hijabs. 

This kind of sacking is becoming a trend. 



SERVICE ROTA 
We’re now in the fifth week of a route heading towards normality. We recently more than doubled the number of 
services in the benefice on a Sunday, but this is considerably more challenging than you might expect and I’m 
grateful to the Wardens’ and Reps Group for their input. There will be more changes. 

THIS WEEK’S LIGHT BITE AND BISHOP’S MESSAGE 
The Light Bite is the second on the problem of evil. Go to https://youtu.be/t11Nl41DCMY  

For the Bishop’s message: go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BeggYS86ckA 

  10 OCT 17 OCT 24 OCT 31 OCT 07  NOV 

BENEFICE 

COMMUNION 

SERVICE 

8.30 Welsh 
Newton   BCP 
(traditional)  
 
10am. Marstow 
Celtic Holy 
Communion 

10am.  
Llangrove 

BIBLE SUNDAY 
 
Vicar at 
Hentland  
 
11am.Goodrich 

10.00 am 
Marstow 
Service of 
Light with 
voluntary short  
final act of 
Holy 
Communion  

11am Llangarron 
 

Extra Service 
which could be 
lay led 

11 am.  Goodrich 
Lay led service 
 

11am. 
Llangarron 

10am. Marstow 
6pm.  Welsh 
Newton Village 
Event 

 10.am Llangrove 

All Age Praise (lay 

led) 

Extras   8.30 
Meditation at 
Welsh Newton 
9am. Bible 
Study at Welsh 
Newton 

     

REMEMBRANCE SERVICES—14 NOV 
We are attempting to deliver as full a programme as possible, but 
of course I can’t be in two places at once. The Wardens and Reps 
group discussed at length on Friday. Here is what we think will 
happen. 
 
Welsh Newton 
8.30 Half hour communion 
9.00 War memorial Act of Remembrance 
 
Llangrove 
9.30    War memorial Act of Remembrance followed by coffee and 
biscuits at the Village Hall 
 
Llangarron  
10.00  Act of Remembrance at a churchyard war grave 
 
Goodrich 
10.45   Remembrance Service at church 

ALL SOULS 
Last year (or was it the year before) we held a service to remember 
lost loved ones, and it is intended that we will do the same this 
year. Precise times TBA, but the two services will be at Llangrove 
and Welsh Newton. 
 

https://youtu.be/t11Nl41DCMY


LIGHT BITES 
For anyone who hasn’t tumbled to it yet, a Light 
Bite is a home produced ‘event’ of about 20 
minutes on You Tube.  It will consist usually of an 
introduction, a bible reading, a talk a hymn and a 
blessing. They are supposed to TEACH something 
about our faith or CHALLENGE us. 
 

 LIGHT BITE THEMES  
Our Christian learning is never complete and there 
are always some awkward questions we don’t like 
to be asked. This month we’ll be dealing with some 
of those. By all means give me an awkward topic to 
deal with.  
3 Oct  Awkward Questions (7) 
10 Oct Awkward Questions (8) 
17 Oct  Awkward Questions (9) 
24 Oct The Book of Books (for Bible Sunday) 
 

THIS WEEK’S LIGHT BITE 
The second of two talks on The Problem of Evil. In 
other words, if God is both good and all powerful, 
how can there be evil. This week—history’s two 
biggest attempts to solve the problem.  

PRAYER FOR OTHERS 
The UK 
• HM the Queen and the Royal Family,  
• HM Government, especially as it seeks to solve transport 

and other difficulties. 
• The Metropolitan Police, in the light of the Sarah Everard 

murder. 
 

World  
• The difficult  situation in Afghanistan, especially the light 

of the recent suicide bombing at a Shi’a mosque 
• The tension between China,Taiwan and other countries 
• Famine in Ethiopia and Yemen, Civil war in Yemen. 
• The migrant issue and especially, at the moment, those 

desperately trying to escape Afghanistan. 
• The UK/Europe tension over trade, travel and vaccines.  
• Violent persecution of Christians in the Muslim world 
• Climate change and ecology. The protests. 
• La Palma Island and the continued volcanic eruptions 
 

Coronavirus.  
• Increasing infection rates and new risks from the easing 

of restrictions 
• Covid elsewhere in the world 
• Those who continue to suffer from the Virus and from 

long Covid 
• Those who have lost loved ones or watched them suffer. 
• Those who continue to be isolated 
 

 
Our churches and clergy 
• For our diocesan leaders as they steer us towards more 

mission thinking. 
• Clergy—for energy, wisdom, faithfulness, courage. 
• Churches—role in the community, finances, adaptability, 

digital presence. 
• The future. A ‘hybrid’ future? 

• The weekly services, Light Bites, the Updates, the lay-led 
services, the Zoom Prayer Meeting, House Groups, 
Meditation Group, the Worship Group, the Tech working 
party and the work to give us a proper digital presence; 
the possibility of starting a benefice choir. 

 
Our villages 
• Our pubs  
• Our parish councils, local businesses and schools 

 
Pray for people 
• Brenda, on a course of chemo, and Graham 
• Doris, living with dementia, in a nursing home 
• Rosie, and Nigel (see opposite) 
• Ron and Diana (see opposite) 
• James, a young man with long term illness 
• Carol, in a persistent vegetative state. 
• Ivor Trapp not very mobile, but quite cheerful 
• Lisa, still suffering from vertigo 
• The family of Emma Millard, of Welsh Newton Common, 

who died a week or so ago. 

 

RON TUBB LATEST 
I rang Diana on Friday evening.  
 

Ron is still in intensive care but is awake and 
communicating well. He’s very weak still, but Diana is 
getting more confident that he may be able to pull 
through. The medical staff looking after him think that 
his hip, which was infected of course, is OK. Ron has 
pneumonia, which is very serious, but again, those are 
looking after him are doing a great job in removing 
fluid from his lungs, and he is on antibiotics.  
 

Keep praying. We live in hope..  
 

ROSIE SHEPHERD LATEST 
I rang Nigel Saturday morning.  
 

Rosie is, we think, making some progress. She is 
beginning to get around a bit more using her frame to 
help her and of course that is a good thing.  
 

Nevertheless, she is finding the lack of mobility quite 
difficult to cope with. Nigel said that she hasn’t been 
out of doors since she came home, and that will feel 
very limiting for her. 
 

So please pray for her. She will need quite a bit of 
determination to retrieve her mobility. Pray for Nigel 
too, as he cares for her. 

CHRISTIAN WISDOM 
GIVE, AND IT WILL COME BACK TO YOU 

When you go out of your way to do good for others, , 
you derive a double benefit. First any selfless act derives 
a sense of well being, and second, your outlook on life 

becomes more meaningful.  
See Luke 6:38 and 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 



DURING THE WEEK  
 

Tuesday 10am 
HOUSE GROUP meeting as usual 

Zoom invitation issued with this Update’s email. 

 
The PRAYER GROUP will not take place this 

week due to a number of diary clashes.  
 

(ALTERNATIVE) COLLECT  
TRINITY 18 

Faithful Lord, 
whose steadfast love never ceases 

and whose mercies never come to an end: 
grant us the grace to trust you 

and to receive the gifts of your love, 
new every morning, 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

THE REAL 

ADVENT 

CALENDAR 

The Real Advent Calendar is a Fairtrade chocolate 

Advent Calendar which comes with the telling of the 

Bible’s story of that first Christmas. 

You used to be able to get it at Tesco, but you can’t 

this year.  

Please do make a firm decision - that any cards or 

Advent Calendars which you send this Christmas will 

make reference to the birth of Jesus. Insist on it, and 

be prepared to go to more than one shop. Don’t be 

afraid to ask.  

Please also consider ordering the Real Advent 

Calendar online through the Meaningful Chocolate 

Company. You’ll find it on https://

meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/   .  There are various 

organisations which sell this product.  

Remember that this is a secular 

society, and if we don’t draw 

attention to the message of the 

birth of Christ, no-one else will.  

Three months to go, so you have 

plenty of time to do this.  

 

The Songs of Praise 60th anniversary 

programme was last Sunday afternoon, 

and a fine programme it was too. It’s 

available on iPlayer for anyone who 

wants to see it. 

BORDER NEWS 
The Border News has not been available as a 

paper copy for well over a year  (though it 
has been available online) and the time has 

come to evaluate the situation. 
 

Just for your information, there is a meeting 
on Tuesday evening next week to see how 

we can address the situation. 
 

More information soon. 

Reluctantly I have decided to cancel the outing 
to the Christian Resources Exhibition on 
Wednesday next week. It would seem to be a 
bit irresponsible to be making a 250 mile round 
trip when parts of the nation are struggling to 
obtain fuel. 



ORGAN RECITAL 
ST DUBRICIUS 
HENTLAND 
Interested in church organs? 
 
The ancient church of St Dubricius at 
Hentland has just finished a 
restoration of the chancel and the 
rebuilding of the organ. To celebrate 
this there is a recital on Tursday, with 
guest organist John Challenger of 

Salisbury Cathedral, and tenor Ruairi Bowen. Both spent much of 
their boyhood in Hereford and have been friends ever since.  
 
They will present a programme designed to show off the organ as a 
recital instrument as well as in accompaniment. Pieces to be 
performed run from late Renaissance William Byrd, via the Baroque 
of George Frideric Handel and Johann Sebastian Bach to twentieth 
century Kenneth Leighton and Charles Villiers Stanford. Ruairi will be 
singing some favourite arias, an extract from Bach’s Cantata 140 
and two of Stanford’s wonderful Bible Songs.  
 
Dr Roy Massey has described the organ as ‘A little gem that people 
will want to come and play.’ To attend, please register with 
robin.symonds@btinternet.com or by telephoning 01989 730439. 
Entry is free, though there will be a retiring collection.  

SIGN OF THE TIMES 
St Michael’s Church Bournemouth has decided to have 

a name change. From December this year it will be 

known as St Mike’s.  

The idea came when some of the leadership team were 

discussing how to make the church more visible in the 

community.  

The Vicar, Revd Sarah Yetman, commented: "The vast 

majority of people in our community either walk 

straight pass it and don't see the church at all, or have 

no meaningful interaction with it,"  

She also said,  

"We hope that by being a little bit creative, a little bit 

more informal, a little bit more friendly, that we would 

encourage more people to start asking questions and 

think: 'actually, maybe I could belong here. Maybe this 

doesn't represent a barrier for me come to church or to 

discover more about Jesus for myself'."  

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 

MARCUS 
Marcus Rashford that is, and I’m not being flippant, or 

critical. ‘Gospel’ means ‘good news’. 

The footballer Marcus Rashford is a committed 

Christian, and he has made something of a name for 

himself campaigning against child poverty. 

This week has seen the end of the £20 uplift in Universal 

Credit. There have been high profile warnings that, 

given the recent hike in energy prices, many families will 

find themselves having to choose between food and 

fuel. He is urging MPs to go out and meet those who 

have had the £20 a week uplift in Universal Credit 

withdrawn.  

One churchman, responding, said, "You (people in 

church) could write to your MP, write a personal story. 

Write about someone that you know. Next time you're 

in the supermarket, get those extra goods and put them 

in the food bank collection box. Just look around at your 

neighbours . Go and knock on the door 'Is there 

anything we can do? Can we collect food for you? Can 

we help in any way?' "  

It’s good news for some of the most vulnerable of God’s 

children if we do. 

 LLANGROVE COFFEE MORNING 

 
This Wednesday 

Christ Church Monthly Coffee Morning 
10.30-12.00 in the Village Hall 

Be there for a good time of refreshment! 



REGULARS 
THESE ITEMS DON’T NORMALLY CHANGE FROM WEEK TO WEEK 

     The Llangrove Milk 
     Shed at the Village 
     Hall, For farm fresh 
     milk and a few 
     other things like 
     butter, cheese and 
     cake. 

THE BORDER NEWS 

Not currently available as a hard copy.  
To get the online Border News:  
a) Go to wyereaches.org 
b) Click the What’s On tab. 

THE DAILY HOPE LINE     

0800 804 8044  

If you haven’t done already, this is information to 

be passed on to those who don’t have access to 

the Internet.  It’s a freephone number  to a Church 

of England initiative, where there are recorded 

hymns, messages and prayers.   

CONTACT 
Revd Ben 01989 770454.      
Revd Philip ‘Ben’ Bentham     
Tel 01989 770454 
Email benbentham@yahoo.co.uk 
If you have suggestions for improving this Update, 
please do let me know.  
To unsubscribe, simply drop me a line. 

PARISH GIVING SCHEME 
We are pushing the Parish Giving Scheme because 

it is the best way of giving to your Church, not just 

because of how little hassle it is to you, but also 

because of how safe and tax efficient it is, how 

easy it is for treasurers to administer and how it 

usually does actually drive the income of churches 

up. And GOOD NEWS—you don’t even have to fill 

in a form. You can set it up by phone. By all means 

ring your church treasurer for details and fill in a 

PARISH GIVING SCHEME 

Tel 0333 002 1271 

Church Parish Ref             Church        Parish Ref          

Goodrich  180618231           Marstow    180618241 

Llangarron  180618239            Llangrove  180618240 

Welsh Newton 180618256 

 

 
 

 

Our local eateries are important, and without our patronage 

they risk not being able to survive, especially in this climate.  

Llangrove -  The Royal Arms 
Phone 01989 770267  
 

Goodrich -  The Hostelrie 
Phone 01600 890241 
  

Goodrich -  The Cross Keys 
Phone 01600 890692  

CLERGY DAY OFF  
My DAY OFF is Monday. I may be around on Mondays, 
but can’t guarantee it.  
 

CLERGY HOLIDAYS THIS YEAR 
28-31 Dec 

COMPANION WORK NEEDED 
One of our parishioners would like to find paid work as a 

companion to someone 
—cooking, housekeeping, shopping etc.  

If you or someone you know might be able to  offer this 
kind of work, please ring me (01989 770454) and I’ll put 

you in touch. 

CHRISTIAN WISDOM 
Whatever weakens your reason, impairs the 
tenderness of your conscience, obscures your sense 
of God, and takes off the relish of spiritual things--
that to you is sin."            Susannah Wesley 

https://www.google.com/search?q=the+cross+keys+goodrich&oq=the+cross+keys+goo&aqs=chrome.0.0j46j69i57j0l3.5343j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#

