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Benefice Directory 

Ministry Team 

Revd Mark Poskitt (Priest in Charge) 
01455 291152 
revd.mark@bosworthbenefice.org.uk 

 

Revd Ann Hall  
(Curate/Benefice Discipleship Enabler) 
01455 293273 
 

Pat Lockwood (Reader) 
01455 292542 
 

Colleen Annan (Reader) 
01455 292463 
reader@bosworthbenefice.org.uk 

Parish & Church Wardens 
 

Parish / Benefice Wardens 
 
David Surtees  … … … … … … 01455 828008 
Tina Winterbottom  … … … … … …  
wardens@bosworthbenefice.org.uk 
 
Church Wardens 
 
All Saints, Cadeby 
Janet Hicklin  … … … … … … 01455 291401  
 
St Andrew’s, Carlton 
Bill Sharp  … … … … … … 01455 290105 
Murray Lockwood … … … … … … 01455 292542 
 
St Mary’s, Congerstone 
Geoff Frisby  … … … … … … 01827 881516 
Robert Rickard … … … … … … 01827 880305 
 
St Peter’s, Market Bosworth 
Colleen Annan … … … … … … 01455 292463 
 
All Saints, Nailstone 
Ray Hale  … … … … … … 01530 264174 
 
St Peter’s, Shackerstone 
Rosemary Bonser … … … … … … 01827 880036 
Lynda Grimmer … … … … … … 01827 880930 
 
St James, Sutton Cheney 
Mary Burgess ... … … … … … 01455 290463 
 

Benefice Administrator  
& Parish Hall, Bosworth 

 
Jane Farmer  … … … … … ...01455 817255 
admin@bosworthbenefice.org.uk 
 
Correspondence:- 

St Peter's Parish Church Hall, Park Street,  
Market Bosworth, CV13 0LL 
 
Market Bosworth Parish Hall 
Available for meetings, family celebrations, parties, 
exhibitions and other events. Good facilities. Competitive 
rates. Contact the Benefice Administrator for more info. 

St Peter’s, Market Bosworth - Contacts 
 
Organist & Choirmaster 
Robert Foreman … … … … … …  01162 861216 
choir@bosworthbenefice.org.uk 
 
Flower Arrangers 
Alwyn Whitney  … … … … … 01455 290698 
Please contact if you wish to contribute to altar flowers to 
celebrate a particular occasion. 

 
Children's Ministry Enabler 
Sue & Polly  … … … … … 01455 291152 
cme@bosworthbenefice.org.uk 
 
Tuesday Pop-In 
Colleen Annan … … … … … 01455 292463 
Jen Riley  … … … … … 01455 822384 
 
Handbell Ringers 

The handbell group is no longer functioning. 
Anyone interested in restarting a group should contact the 
parish administrator: admin@bosworthbenefice.org.uk 

.  

Bell ringers 

Margaret Handy … … … … … 01455 292538 

We practice most Tues evenings at St Peter’s, Market 
Bosworth. New / interested ringers welcome. 

Benefice Website 

Our Benefice website is currently under construction, 

however, service times and other events are all listed on 

the relevant church's page on A Church Near You 

website. Please go to www.achurchnearyou.com and 

search for your church, or check the Pew Leaflet for 

upcoming services. 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com
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A letter from Revd Mark  

Dear sisters and brothers, 

In August this year, Sue and I 

travelled up to Yorkshire to our 

cottage for what we think will be the 

last time. We have decided to sell 

this beautiful little hideaway which 

we’ve had a for 5 years and are 

hoping to buy another property in 

the same area. It meant that we spent a week enjoying 

the beauty of the East Coast, the Wolds Way and 

relaxing. And the second, packing all our belongings into 

boxes, transporting them in a van to Bosworth (to store 

and sort) in the hope our new house will be ready next 

Spring (and we will take much of it back!) 

There’s something very sobering about packing your 

belongings into boxes. As a university student I 

remember doing it at the end of every term. As a Vicar, 

we’ve moved several times but I’ve never got used to it. 

It sort of strips away the heart of your familiar space. 

What has been familiar for so many years, is suddenly 

wrapped up and packed at the bottom of a labelled box. 

And whilst yes there is a real excitement when we move 

things into a new space, you have to go through this 

ending first, which I find leaves me feeling very sad and 

nostalgic I suppose. 

In Christian terms we talk of dying in order to be reborn. 

Jesus speaks of a seed falling to the ground in order to 

bear more fruit. ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a 

single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.’  (John 

12.24). This death/life paradigm is at the heart of the 

Good News and most clearly expressed in Christ’s death 

on the cross and his resurrection. We, through faith in 

Him share in His death and resurrection and ‘die’ to 

ourselves in order that we may know new life in Him. 

This is the Christian hope which brings both strength and 

comfort to us. 

As we emerge from this pandemic, we have all had to let 

some things go. Some of the old familiar things, 

familiarities and patterns have ‘died’, but it does not lead 

us to despair.  ‘In Christ all things are made new’, says 

St Paul. Our hope in Him gives strength and comfort that 

cannot be taken away. As we emerge and discover new 

patterns and ways of being church we can be assured 

that Christ will walk with us, guiding us in His way. 

So sat amongst the boxes in what was our music room, I 

am of course sad at the letting go of the cottage (the old) 

but hopeful for the possibilities of the new. The closing of 

one chapter, brings with it the beginning of a new. Let us 

walk together in faith and hope then as we continue 

afresh to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ in 

these communities. 

God bless you all 

Revd Mark  

Two new roles within Bosworth 

Benefice 

I’m pleased to announce that following applications and 

interviews for the posts of Benefice Discipleship Enabler 

(BDE) and Children’s Ministry Enabler (CME) that we 

have appointed Revd Ann Hall to the post of BDE and 

jointly Sue Poskitt and Polly Webster to the role of CME. 

They will begin their respective roles from 1
st
 September. 

Thank you for your prayers for this process and we pray 

that with these appointments we may be resourced to be 

able to develop and reach further into our communities 

with the love of God. 

These two roles will help us enhance our ministry 

resources across the benefice making new connections 

with our communities and developing our children’s 

work. We’re very much looking forward to the new 

possibilities that lie ahead. 

Revd Mark 

Follow us on Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/BosworthBenefice/ 

Walking together in love, joy and peace 

 

MUSIC AT ST. PETER’S 
CHURCH 

  

CONGREGATION AND CHOIR 
REHEARSAL 

  

On Saturday September 18th in church at 
10.00 am 

  
You’re invited to come and learn our new 

communion music 

  
And you won’t even be expected to sing 
until you’ve had tea, coffee, cakes and 
biscuits and Harvey’s Bristol Cream 

sherry 
  
  

https://www.facebook.com/BosworthBenefice/
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A few words from Revd Ann 

As I sat down to write this I was 

listening to the news which was full of 

the terrible situation that was 

unfolding in Afghanistan, including 

discussion around what had originally 

started the presence of US and UK 

troops in the country, with a lot of talk 

around the tragic events of 9/11.  I am 

sure we can all remember where we 

were when the TV images of the planes crashing into the 

twin towers burst into our lives.  I was at work in the 

middle of the theatre complex at the Leicester Royal 

Infirmary, watching the small TV screen across a busy 

but suddenly quiet staff room.  It’s hard to believe that 

was 20 years ago so much has changed both in all our 

lives and also across our world since then.  

Personally, the last few weeks have been filled with a 

lots of reflecting and remembering, the end of August 

saw me leaving Leicester hospitals to enable me to take 

up the new position of the Bosworth Benefice, Benefice 

Discipleship Enabler (BDE).  On my last NHS working 

day, many of those who I have worked with over the last 

36 years remembered and shared stories of the different 

changes that have taken place both for me personally 

and also for the hospitals.  I recalled how when I first 

started the hospital only had one computer, which was 

just used to produce stickers for case notes and upon 

leaving, how IM&T enabled technology, including Lap 

tops, IPADS, and mobile phones were now prolific 

across all areas of the hospital and in constant use 

supporting patient care.   

I reflected on how my personal life has also changed 

over the same period of time, how I had journeyed 

supported by both a personal faith in God and many 

people through many different twists and turns.  Then 

how I found myself this time last year, in the midst of the 

pandemic, preparing for my ordination as priest. I 

remembered again how following my priesting whilst 

preparing for my first service in the Benefice amongst 

many things, and despite the fact we couldn’t sing, the 

importance of the music choices I included in the service 

were to me.  Below are a couple of verses of one of the 

songs I included, Beauty for Brokenness by Graham 

Kendrick,  

Beauty for brokenness, hope for despair 

Lord, in your suffering world this is our prayer. 

Bread for the children, justice, joy, peace 

Sunrise to sunset your kingdom increase! 

Shelter for fragile lives, cures for their ills, 

Work for the craftsmen, trade for their skills; 

Land for the dispossessed, rights for the weak, 

Voices to plead the cause of those who can't speak. 

God of the poor, friend of the weak, 

Give us compassion we pray: 

Melt our cold hearts, let tears fall like rain; 

Come, change our love from a spark to a flame 

 

Over many years this song has personally been 

important to me, when at times in my walk with God it 

felt like I was hanging on by my fingertips, I learnt 

however bleak or broken things were God never lets go. 

This song was written by Graham Kendrick in 1993 to 

mark the 25
th
 Anniversary of the charity Tear fund, the 

words seemed to verbally describe the rapidly changing 

situation in Afghanistan I was witnessing on my 

television screen and also helped me to bring to mind 

other news reports I had seen showing our very broken 

world.  

As we emerge from the experiences we have all faced 

over the last 18 months and begin to establish a pattern 

of re-engaging with society in whatever way we 

personally feel comfortable.  I hope that the words of this 

song will encourage us all to pray for our broken world or 

the people we know who are struggling and also display 

the love of God to all those we encounter when we go 

about our ordinary everyday lives.  

As I start on the next part of my journey and alongside 

my curacy take on this brand new role as Benefice 

Discipleship Enabler (BDE), created to facilitate, assist 

and enhance the missional and discipleship activities of 

the Benefice to share God’s love with the rural 

communities.  I invite you to talk to me about any 

discipleship, spirituality ideas or activities you would like 

to see developed or if you would like me to visit you, (I 

do like tea and cake!) but most importantly please could 

I ask you to pray for me as I take the next steps. 

Revd. Ann 

Children’s Work 

Polly and I are thrilled to be the Children’s Ministry 

Enablers for the benefice. We have lots of exciting ideas 

and plans and will be working closely with the ministry 

team to deliver various children’s initiatives throughout 

the benefice. We will be continuing our roles as Fun 

church leaders, along with Denise and Helen, both who 

contribute an enormous amount to the work we do 

voluntarily. 

Sue Poskitt 
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BBAngels 

BB Angels, is a 

WhatsApp group, which 

you are all invited to be a 

part of.  

It is used to 

communicate church 

information, ask for any 

kind of practical help, or 

prayer support. 

So, if you’re not on BB Angels, but would like to be, 

please get in touch with me and I will add you to the 

group. Please note, you must have WhatsApp on your 

phone. Thanks. 

Sue Poskitt 

Ladies Fellowship 

We are BACK! Join us for fun, fellowship, and friendship. 
We have planned a variety of activities for the coming 
months and look forward to seeing you there. All 

Welcome! �  

 

Cadeby community litter pick 

Cadeby Church and Cadeby Parish Council joined 

forces to organise a community litter pick at the end of 

June. 

Having applied for some free Litter Pick equipment from 

Leicestershire County Council and with an easing of 

Covid restrictions, we decided it was about time to put it 

to good use. 

Market Bosworth Rotary Club also kindly lent us pickers 

and bag holders for the day.  

Twenty villagers offered their services and met at 

Cadeby Church to collect equipment, fluorescent jackets 

and instructions. 

Volunteers were sent in pairs to litter pick in allocated 

zones while villagers Eddie and Alex did a sterling job of 

collecting filled bags and larger items as needed and 

bringing them back to the church. 

We were able to cover all of Cadeby and collected 10 

sacks of rubbish plus some items that just wouldn't fit in 

a black sack.  

Natalie and John won the adult’s prize for collecting a 

mattress, a scooter and a bike among their haul, and 

Cerys won the children's prize for finding a wheelbarrow. 

It's amazing what people discard in the roadside!  

Eddie and Alex were also given a joint prize in 

recognition of their collecting efforts. 

A big thankyou to everyone who helped. It was a very 

successful afternoon and left Cadeby a tidier place to 

walk and drive around. 

Janet Hicklin, Cadeby Churchwarden, and Sue 

Millward, clerk to Cadeby Parish Council 

 

Pop-in  

Every Tuesday 10am -12pm 

St Peter’s Church, Market Bosworth 

A warm welcome awaits you. 

Cadeby  Churchwarden 

Janet Hicklin, centre, and 

clerk to Cadeby Parish 

Council Sue Millward, right, 

who co-ordinated the litter 

pick, with rubbish collector 

Eddie 

Cadeby Church 
treasurer John 
Shepherd, right, 
with Cadeby 
neighbour Andy 
Jones  

Cadeby DCC 
members Tina 
Winterbottom, left, 
and Claire Evans, 
right.  

Litter-picking villagers  

Wednesday 6
th

 October 2021 

Time 7.30pm 

Place Church 

Main event Informal Thanksgiving Service with 
Communion  

Wednesday 3
rd

 November 2021  

Time 7.30pm 

Place The Gate Hangs Well Carlton 

Main event Christmas meal out 

Wednesday 1
st

 December 2021 

Time 7.30pm 

Place Upper room of parish hall 

Main event: Christmas crafts (small charge for 

resources) 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fthegraphicsfairy.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fblogger%2F-LbtBjnxR7rI%2FUDLX5AE68uI%2FAAAAAAAAUzI%2FsyTXQ71iglA%2Fs1600%2Fretro-teaparty-vintageimage-Graphics-Fairyrd.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fthegrap
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Digest of Summer News 2021 

Much has happened over the last few months, a lot of it 

on our computer or phone screens, as Mark and his 

team have improvised to keep life going as normally as 

possible given all the pandemic restrictions. We are 

grateful for all those Zoom services and meetings in 

socially distanced conditions.  

The following review of the last few months is very much 

a personal view and I apologise for missing certain 

events or gatherings.  

Monument Tumbles 

In May one of the grave monuments identified last year 

as being in danger of toppling was seen lying flat. 

Andrew Jackson, our Premises Officer, had deliberately 

pushed it over to make it safe.  He then cleaned it up 

and planned to cement it back into place. 

Then later in June damage was caused in the 

churchyard when part of a tree collapsed near the 

boundary with Bosworth Hall. The trees are being 

carefully checked and there are plans to include some 

restoration and wildlife planting in parts of the 

churchyard following a suggestion from Jane Glennon at 

a recent DCC Meeting. 

Death of Peter Race 

A funeral service to celebrate the life of Peter Race was 

held at St. Peter’s Church on June 4
th
. Some readers will 

recall that Peter was often called on to play the organ in 

times of absence by regular organists. Peter also often 

played at Carlton Church.  

 

Peter was born on July 22
nd

 1938 and died on May 7
th
 

2021. Donations in his memory may be sent to the 

Rainbows Childrens’ Hospice and Dementia UK, 

payable to ‘Donations Fund’ c/o G. Seller, or you can 

donate online at www.gseller.co.uk/obituaries   

Back to Singing in Church 

Apart from the occasional hymns sung outside the 

church at the end of the Sunday morning service at St. 

Peter’s, the first real opportunity to sing was in the 

‘Songs of Praise’ service held outdoors at Cadeby 

Church on July 18th.   

Some of the participants walked to and from Cadeby but 

others arrived by car or from their Cadeby homes. 

http://www.gseller.co.uk/obituaries
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It was a lovely occasion to get together and sing. Then 

there was actual singing inside at St. Peter’s on the 

occasion of the wedding of Lottie Hayward and Tom 

Fowler-Tutt on Saturday July 24
th
 with a church filled 

with smiling families and friends to support the happy 

couple. The service was taken by Rev. Mark supported 

by the Rev. Alison Thorp, who many will remember from 

her time spent in our Benefice 

 

The congregation were allowed to sing [“not too heartily” 

appealed Mark!] but there was also The New Inspirations 

Choir to boost the volume and sing individual items. 

I have not mentioned all the work that went on behind 

the Parish Hall to clear the space to begin to create a 

small quiet garden area for use by the Fun Church and 

as a place for quiet contemplation for others. This I know 

will be fully covered elsewhere in this issue. 

Robert A. Leake 

 

 

 

Ups and Downs for St Peter's Church 

in Shackerstone 

St Peter's Church in Shackerstone has had a very up 

and down couple of months. 

On Saturday August 7th we held a Coffee and Cake 

Afternoon - many thanks to Vicki, Maggie, Lynda and 

Neil (who has taken up baking during the lockdown) and 

also to Anne Evans (Rosemary's sister) from Measham. 

Who'd have thought mince pies would taste so great in 

August? We had some of our regular visitors from the 

village plus some from Congerstone and other 

surrounding villages. We managed to raise just over 

£140 with the help of a tombola, a raffle and some 

games of skittles as well as the refreshments. 

Unfortunately, however, it is with great sadness that we 

have to report the passing of two ladies who were 

always happy to lend a hand with our activities. On 

Monday July 5th we lost Marian Chalmers who lived on 

Church Walk with her husband, Aubrey. She was always 

someone that one could go to for advice and support 

and to lighten the mood with a laugh. She really did have 

a terrific sense of humour. Marian was a much loved 

member of our church, helping wherever she could. 

Marian would be the first to say she did not like baking, 

but at every church fundraising event she would buy 

boxes of cakes as well as giving monetary donations. 

She will be so very missed by us all.  

Then on Wednesday August 11th we lost Anne Cronin 

who lived on Allotment Lane with her son, Tim. She was 

formerly a farmers wife living with her late husband, Dick 

at Shornhill Farm on the Gopsall Estate. They retired into 

the village of Shackerstone in 1998 and Anne soon 

made herself indispensable to the Church, be it cleaning 

the floor, polishing the brasses or providing flowers for 

the altar from her lovely garden. Two ladies in every 

sense of the word and two very special people who will 

be greatly missed. God bless them both.  

Lynda & Rosemary 

Rev. Alison back at St. Peter’s 

https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101188168-church-of-st-peter-shackerstone/photos/221207
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Design Nation at Cadeby Church 

Creative artists from across the Midlands chose Cadeby 

Church as the setting for their first collective showcase, 

with pieces on the theme of Pilgrimage. 

Five members of the Design Nation network exhibited 

their work on the weekend of August 21 & 22, and the 

Church was pleased to welcome dozens of visitors from 

across the benefice and beyond. 

The display featured woven textiles hung against the 

church’s rough stone walls, artisan jewellery spotlit on 

the sills of the church’s tall, clear windows, intricate 

pieces combining papercraft and found natural materials 

arranged on the ancient stonework, and a carnival of 

fabulous mixed media characters processing across the 

pews. 

Conceived during lockdown, the creative venture was a 

response to the pandemic and reflective of the makers’ 

individual experiences over the past two years. 

Textile designer Liz Ramsay, one of the featured artists, 

said: “The idea for Pilgrimage came about because we 

had time to really think about our lives and our work and 

the creative directions we were taking.  

“While we are interpreting the idea of a pilgrimage quite 

broadly, perhaps as travellers into an unknown place,  

contemplating nature - 

and our own nature - we 

have all been actively 

trying to expand our 

understanding along 

with our skills.  

“Those of us with a Faith 

background interpret this 

more particularly given 

the circumstances of our 

lives.”  

It was wonderful to see 

the church used in such 

an uplifting and inspiring 

way and to finally be 

able to welcome visitors 

back to spend time in 

our beautiful, sacred 

space.  

Rachel  

 

 

Fun Church @BB 

In May, Fun church explored the Bible passage about 

the two disciples on the Emmaus Road. We completed a 

number of creative activities to do with this Bible 

passage, including a labyrinth and welly footprints. We 

have made a display in the children’s corner in church, 

so do have a look at what we’ve been doing.  

In June, Fun church enjoyed a lovely, sponsored walk 

around Market Bosworth Country Park. All the children 

walked the whole way and we managed to raise £330.00 

for the renovation/refurbishment of the parish hall 

garden. (See other articles in Insight!) 

July, our final session before the summer break, saw lots 

of our children already on holiday, but we still had a 

lovely time learning about the beatitudes. It was 

challenging trying to put them into ‘child speak’ (Look in 

any children’s Bible and you’ll find they are conveniently 

missing!) but we made a colourful poster explaining 

them all, which is up in the lounge of the parish hall.  

Fun Church begins again on Sunday 12
th

 September 

10am in the Parish Hall. All children are welcome. We 

will be planting the raised bed in the hall garden, so old 

clothes/wellies required. If anyone would like to donate a 

plant for this area, please bring it along and we will plant 

it for you. N.B: Plants must be good for shady areas 

and as low maintenance as possible. Thanks. 

Other Activities 

We are also hoping to do the following activities between 

now and Christmas, so watch out for details… 

• Light Party – this will be an alternative Halloween 

party (not a Halloween party) Hopefully held jointly 

with the Catholic and free Churches in the Parish 

Hall. 

• Christmas party/activities at Nailstone. 

• Creative family worship (possibly at Congerstone) 

• Christingle  

Textile artist Liz Ramsay with two of 
her pieces on display above the 
choir stalls in Cadeby Church. 

Jeweller 
Miranda 
Sharpe takes 
a close look 
at a paper 
and found 
objects 
installation by 
Clare 
Pentlow in 
one of the 
nave 
windows. 
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Little Fishes 

Our first new initiative - for tiny tots and their parent/carers. 
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The Robert Foreman Interview 

Robert Foreman has been the organist and choir master at St. Peter’s since 1996.  

How much do we know about him and his plans for the future as his work with the 

choir and in local schools resumes after all the difficulties of the pandemic period? 

I interviewed Robert recently to find out more. 

 

 

How long have you been involved with church music? 

A long time! I joined the choir at my local church when I was just a little boy and I loved it. I loved it even more when my 

choirmaster, Mr Maurice, asked me if I would sing alto rather than treble. This was just a magic experience for me. I was 

aware of harmony and some of the structure of music from a very early age but now I was immersed in it and taking part 

in it at a deeper level. My parents couldn’t keep me away. I played the organ for my first church service when I was 14 

and continued to be involved in church music during my university years. It has been an unbroken career. If I take into 

account both my childhood and my professional career, I will reach my 60
th
 anniversary as a church musician at the end 

of 2021.   

Was music an important part of your childhood? 

Yes, it was but I was probably as lazy as most boys are and I’m sure I would often choose to play with my friends rather 

than practise the piano. I had lots of support from my parents but it was made clear to me that if I had chosen to do 

something and other people depended on me, then my commitment was important. I can remember my mum ’s 

comment when I once asked her if I could have a Sunday off from church when I should have been playing the organ. 

Her very words to me were, ‘that is not the code of a good organist.’ So that was that! I played the organ on that Sunday 

and I have rarely had a Sunday off since. My other great influence and support was through my Auntie Ethel and Uncle 

Herbert. Uncle Herbert was a cinema organist. Seated at the organ, he would come up through the floor in the cinema 

and he improvised in silent movies as well. Next door to Auntie Ethel and Uncle Herbert lived Mr Bingham. Mr Bingham 

was organist at St. Christopher’s Church in Aylestone and he gave me my first organ lessons. 

Was anyone else influential in your childhood? 

I’m sure there were many people who guided me along the way. 

There were some who sought to discourage me but that is all part 

of life and all encounters work for good in the end. When I was a 

boy I was a very deep thinker (I still am) and quite spiritually 

aware. I remember my very first day at junior school and the 

assembly on that first morning and I remember the hymn as well. 

It was ‘Daisies are our silver, buttercups are gold’. I think my 

memory serves me correctly when I recall that playing the piano 

on that day was Mrs Woolerton.  Now, after all those years, Mrs 

Averil Woolerton is a very valued member of the choir at St. 

Peter’s Church in Market Bosworth. As we go through life, we 

may perhaps never know the profound effect that we have on 

others. That school assembly had a profound effect on me.    

What are the qualifications you achieved to put you on course for your musical life? 

At Durham University I studied for the Bachelor of Music degree. There were complicated residency rules in those days 

but that was the degree that I wanted because it was based on composition and a corresponding awareness of 

composition in many styles throughout the centuries. So you could say that, even though essays had to be written, the 

requirement was to understand music rather than just to write about it. The BMus at Durham was a higher degree and 

most people took four years to complete it. It took me four years and it was a hard slog.  

There is a pinnacle that I never thought I would achieve and that is the Fellowship of the Royal College of Organists. 

You can imagine my delight when I was awarded a fellowship of the college.   

Could you outline your career so far? 

I have had two very long church appointments and one shorter one at a church that didn’t work out well for me. After 

university I was appointed organist and choirmaster at St. Peter’s Church, Oadby. I really didn’t know what I was taking 

on there and after six months the choir was disbanded and I started a new one. The new choir flourished and reached a 

pinnacle when one of the choristers became BBC Choirgirl of the Year. Radio broadcasts and Sunday Half Hour with 

Roger Royle and all sorts of things followed so it was a very exciting time for the whole choir. 
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Then came the interlude at the other church until a wise person said I should go to Market Bosworth. There were five 

candidates for the job. The rector in those days was Revd John Plant and, apparently, John’s elder son advised his 

father to appoint the organist with the red Land Rover Defender and so I got the job. After 25 years I’m still organist of St. 

Peter’s Church in Market Bosworth and I wouldn’t have missed it for the world. 

Of course, over the years, there have been many organ 

recitals and invitations to play the organ for choral 

concerts, other choirs to direct and composition 

commissions to fulfil. I have played in the presence of 

every Archbishop of Canterbury since Robert Runcie 

and for HM The Queen and the Royal Family at 

Balmoral. And, yes, I did meet the Queen!  

 

 

What are the greatest challenges you have 

experienced in your career? 

Choirs! Choirs are always a challenge because you 

have to try to get the best from them and encourage 

them but without upsetting them in the process. I’m 

sure I have sometimes failed to get that balance 

right. The run up to Christmas and the carol service 

can be quite daunting for the choir and the choir 

trainer too but there is great joy and satisfaction 

when things in the end turn out well. At St. Peter’s 

Church we have had spectacular carol services and 

all credit to the choir for that.  

Has any ambition remained so far unfulfilled? 

Well, we have a new pipe organ at St. Peter’s Church so that is one dream fulfilled. Leading church music is a ministry 

and, perhaps more than most responsibilities in the church, the musician is called not only to play the organ nicely and 

train choirs but to be an evangelist as well. Without that evangelism, particularly in the local schools, there would be no 

choirs. If, over the years, I have unknowingly brought just one person closer to an awareness of what is meaningful and 

holy and good, then that is a fulfilment of something which otherwise would have remained unfulfilled.  

The pandemic has effectively removed the choir from church services up to recent days. What are you planning 

to do to rebuild the choir? 

There are a lot of uncertainties. One or two choristers have left over the pandemic but there are encouraging signs too. 

Even before the end of the summer term I had four applications for entry to the choir in the autumn term. That is really 

good news. My own thoughts about the future of church music after the pandemic have alternated between 

despondency and enthusiasm. The pandemic certainly initiated a wave of creative energy and during the last eighteen 

months I have written a lot of new choral music, mostly for the choir at St. Peter’s Church and I’m looking forward to 

sharing it with the choir. I think, given a term or so, we will come back stronger than ever. 

How do you plan to get more youngsters involved? 

I suppose getting young people involved and 

adults too is about getting them into the choir first. 

After that there are singing lessons and singing 

examinations for those who want to take 

examinations and all the other things to take part 

in that the choir offers. St. Peter’s Choir has 

always, for example, been very involved in fund 

raising and particularly so for one local charity. 

Young people and adults in the choir and parents 

as well, bake cakes, cook breakfasts for huge 

numbers of people, give concerts and at the same 

time, lasting friendships are made. All of these 

things are just as important as singing. 

Continues over page 

Robert with the 

Most Reverend 

Justin Welby, 

Archbishop of 

Canterbury, 

when Church 

of England 

bishops met in 

Bosworth in 

April 2013. 

Robert with the 

longest serving 

member of the 

St. Peter’s 

Choir,  

Pat Cooling. 

Robert 

involved with 

local school 

choirs in a 

concert in 

2014. 
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What is involved in joining the choir and can anyone join?  

I have not yet met a child who cannot sing and I can’t remember the 

last time I actually auditioned an adult chorister. In a choral society or 

a school choir, rehearsals are generally in preparation for a concert at 

the end of term or some months ahead. Whilst I try to plan rehearsals 

in the best way I can, there will still be occasions when the church 

choir rehearses music for the first time at a Thursday evening 

rehearsal and then sings it at the following Sunday service. This is 

what sets church choirs apart really. It can be hard work but I think 

choirs love the challenge. 

 

Do you ever play and sing non-religious music - and what does 

this include? 

Music, like good art, should have style. When it doesn’t have style, it 

becomes meaningless and you can’t immediately tell if a note is right 

or wrong. I enjoy lots of music and there is a lot of popular music that 

I think could be incorporated into church services. I’ve done it from 

time to time but you have to be mindful of copyright especially if you 

use a tune that someone else has written but substitute new words.  

To say that I enjoy rhythm is the same as saying that I enjoy music because rhythm is at the very heart of music. A good 

rhythm is very engaging for everyone. One of my new choral pieces is a setting of an old American song called, ‘Shall 

we gather at the river’. It has a ragtime organ accompaniment and maybe it’s the best thing that I have written during 

lockdown. St. Peter’s choir will soon let me know if that is true or not. 

Many thanks to Robert Foreman for taking the time to answer all these questions giving our readers an idea of his life 

and his hopes for the future by encouraging children and adults to join the choir at St. Peter’s or their local church. 

If you are interested in getting involved, please contact Robert Foreman on choir@bosworthbenefice.org.uk  

Robert A. Leake 

Probably not a suitable candidate for the choir 

REMEMBRANCE CONCERT 2021 

You are welcome to attend a SPECIAL REMEMBRANCE CONCERT with 

The Gresley Colliery Band 
Music with a Remembrance Theme 

at St. Peter’s Church, Market Bosworth 
Saturday November 13th at 7.30 pm. 

£10 at door or ticket in advance [£5 under 18s] 
It may be possible to provide refreshments at the interval.. 

mailto:choir@bosworthbenefice.org.uk
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Music at St. Peter’s Church  

Changes are afoot and one of those changes is that 

there will be two fully choral communion services each 

month on the second and fourth Sundays. This means 

that we will sing the liturgy including some of the parts 

that have remained unsung in recent years. The music 

has already been written and is fully inclusive of the 

congregation and the choir. In fact, all of the service 

music that I’ve written has been inclusive but it has not 

always been seen as such and I think this is entirely due 

to the fact that the congregation gets very little time to 

rehearse. I have written a setting of the Lord’s Prayer for 

you as well. Your very own St. Peter’s Market Bosworth 

Our Father! 

So, on Saturday morning September 18th at 10.00 am in 

church the congregation is invited to a very informal 

rehearsal with the choir. Arrive at 10.00 for the rehearsal 

and you will have time for tea, coffee, cakes and biscuits 

and Harvey’s Bristol Cream sherry for those who like that 

sort of thing early in the morning.  

The first time that we will use the new music will be the 

Harvest service on October 10th and between the 

rehearsal and Harvest you will be able to request an 

audio presentation to remind you of what you sang at the 

rehearsal. If you’re worried about singing, you don’t even 

need to sing at the rehearsal but just come and listen 

instead. Although, it is said that when you sing, you pray 

twice so I’m sure you will want to join in. 

As we get things up and running again you will notice 

changes in the choir too. We have lost some very fine 

singers over lockdown but, equally, there has been much 

more interest than usual from parents applying for 

singing scholarships for their children. We have some 

new adult choristers as well. 

I don’t think the autumn term is going to be exactly easy 

and it will take some time for members of the choir to 

listen to each other and become accustomed to a new 

sound. There isn’t a way that you can make these things 

happen overnight but I think you should maybe start 

getting a bit excited about the carol service. 

I’m looking forward to seeing you on September 18th. 

Robert Foreman 

Re-introducing 

congregational  

Singing @  

St Peters 

Carlton Fete 

Carlton held it's fete on August 

28th 

The sunshine brought out the 

crowds and we had  a very 

successful afternoon. Many 

thanks to all those who helped 

and supported the event. 

Pat 

Lockwood  

 

Benefice Songs of Praise @  

St Mary the Virgin 
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We are a group of 7 churches in the Market Bosworth area with varying traditions. You will receive a very warm 

welcome at any of our services. We are committed to walking together in love, joy and peace as we seek to live and 

profess the good news of Jesus. 

You are very welcome to join us at any of the following services: 

 

 

 

 

Schedule correct at time of going to press, but services may be subject to change.  Please visit 

www.achurchnearyou.com and go to the relevant church’s page to check on services. 

Further information for Baptisms & Weddings via the Benefice Office on admin@bosworthbenefice.org.uk or 

01455 817255 

   

Walking together in love, joy and peace 

Follow us on Facebook:  

https://www.facebook.com/BosworthBenefice/ 

Market Bosworth - St Peter’s    
1

st
 Sunday – Morning Prayer at 10:30am 

2
nd

/3
rd

/4
th
 Sunday – Sung Eucharist with choir at 10am 

Wednesday morning communion at 9am 

Compline each Wednesday 7.30pm on Zoom 

 
Children’s Group (Fun Church @BB) meets each 2

nd
 Sunday during the service.  

Cadeby - All Saints’ 

Please check either the Church Noticeboard or visit www.achurchnearyou.com for services at Cadeby 

Carlton - St Andrew’s 
Communion service 2

nd
 & 4

th
 Sundays at 9am 

Congerstone - St Mary the Virgin 
4

th
 Sunday Communion at 11.30am 

Nailstone - All Saints’ 
3

rd
 Sunday Communion (BCP) at 8am 

Shackerstone - St Peter’s 
1

st
 Sunday Communion at 11am 

Sutton Cheney - St James’ 
1

st
 Sunday Communion (BCP) at 9.30am 

IMPORTANT 
If you are experiencing any of the known symptoms of Covid-19, or have been 

instructed to self-isolate, please do not attend any church services.  

http://www.achurchnearyou.com
mailto:admin@bosworthbenefice.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/BosworthBenefice/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com
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Register of deaths 

Morris Goode 
Funeral held 2 July 2021 
All Saints’ Church, Nailstone 
 
Marian Chalmers 
Funeral held 15 July 2021 
St Peter’s Church, Shackerstone 
 
Richard Burgess 
Funeral held 14 August 2021 
St James’ Church, Sutton Cheney 
 
Jill Earp 
Funeral held 25 August 2021 
All Saints’ Church, Nailstone 
 
Ann Cronin 
Funeral 25 August 2021 
St Peter’s Church, Shackerstone 
 
Maurice King 
Funeral held 27 August 2021 
St Peter’s Church, Market Bosworth 
 
Olive Hicklin 
Funeral held 8 September 2021 
St Peter’s Church, Market Bosworth 
 
Pamela Bream 
Funeral held 8 September 2021 
St Andrew’s Church, Carlton 

 

 

 

 

Recent Weddings 

10 July 2021 
James Chantrell and Sarah Rutter 
St James’ Church, Sutton Cheney 
 
24 July 2021 
Thomas Fowler-Tutt and 
Charlotte Hayward 
St Peter’s Church, Market Bosworth 
 
6 August 2021 
James Love and Donna Ball 
St Peter’s Church, Market Bosworth 
 
4 September 2021 
David Comley and Rebecca Barratt 
St Mary the Virgin Church, Congerstone 
 
10 September 2021 
Steven Wands and Chloe Scott 
St Peter’s Church, Market Bosworth 

Forthcoming Weddings 

23 October 2021 
Samuel Ward and Elinor Rees 
St Peter’s Church, Market Bosworth 

From the Registers 

Do you know of someone living in the area who is no longer able to read a book because of sight or other 

issues? If so, please read on, help could be at hand. 

My mother who was an avid reader until her eyesight got too poor benefited from a Talking Book device which my wife 

and I bought for her. The device consists of a very neat small unit which plays a memory stick via the devices USB 

socket.  

The RNIB supply (free of charge) the memory stick pre-loaded with up to three books of the listeners' choice. The user 

simply switches the unit on, via a large yellow knob, and when they turn the unit off and back on, it resumes from the 

point where it was last switched off.  

My mother got enormous pleasure using this device. I know she would approve of me loaning this device to 

someone who like her suffered from poor eyesight.  

All that is necessary is the completion of a form which basically lists the listeners choice of authors and genres. There is 

a huge choice read by many well-known celebrities who make the books come alive. 

Upon receipt of the completed form, the RNIB will send a memory stick to the listener which they simply plug in 

and play. When they have finished listening, they send the memory stick back to the RNIB in the special 

envelope provided. The envelope is addressed, and no stamp is required. The RNIB will send a new memory 

stick back with two to three new books. This service continues until the listener no longer requires it.  There is 

no charge. 

Those with other handicaps might find 'talking books' like this of value to them but would need to obtain the USB sticks 

from a library or an internet site as the RNIB would not offer this service to those without sight problems. 

If you are interested or know of someone who would benefit, please contact Ken Hollingsworth by telephone 

01455291485 or by email: kenandcarolh5137@btinternet.com 

Thank you  

ZOOM 

I have very much enjoyed being able to join the Benefice 

via ZOOM; reacquainting myself with familiar faces and 

making new friends from Cadeby, Carlton, Congerstone, 

Nailstone, Shackerstone, and Sutton Cheney. 

It is good to hear that you are now able to celebrate 

together at church. I look forward to joining you again. 

Take Care and Be Safe. 

Julian Whitney - Nara, Japan. 

tel:01455291485
mailto:kenandcarolh5137@btinternet.com
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Rural Mission Course 

In June 2021, with the support of the Benefice, I was 

able to attend the Rural Mission Course at King’s Park 

Conference Centre, Northampton, the course was run by 

Arthur Rank Centre.  

The Arthur Rank Centre is an ecumenical national 

charity, whose aim is to resource, train, and be an 

advocate for rural Christians, rural churches and the 

communities they serve. The organisation is based in 

Stoneleigh, Warwickshire where they provide a base for 

the National Rural Officers for the Church of 

England, Methodist and United Reformed Church; and 

also the hub for the church network of Rural 

Officers and Agricultural Chaplains. Their focus is to 

support and strengthen the UK’s 15,000 rural churches, 

so they can respond positively to change and impact the 

communities they serve. Their vision is of confident rural 

Christians, encouraged to engage in effective mission 

and ministry. Since 1972, they have served both the 

spiritual and practical needs of the rural community 

through hundreds of resources for rural churches, 

including a comprehensive range of worship 

resources and rural stories, ideas and inspiration though 

their magazine, Country Way, I receive copies of this 

magazine please let me know if you would like to borrow 

one to read.  

The rural mission course I attended has been running for 

over 30 years, and is designed for lay and ordained 

church leaders across the denominations entering a 

rural appointment. The three-day course contained a 

variety of different approaches including practical 

sessions, group work and workshops.  There were 

sessions on rural contexts, this included examining the 

geography using an OS Map of my context, and also 

thinking about the people who I live amongst.  There 

was a time to share stories with others about rural 

mission, evangelism and outreach, examining what 

worked in the various contexts of the those attending the 

course with me and if something hadn’t worked then 

discussing why that might have been the case. We had 

a visiting representative of the agricultural community 

who shared insights into the rhythm of the farming year, 

some of the current opportunities and challenges facing 

farmers, both those they had faced before the current 

Pandemic and also during it, and suggested ways we 

might be able to make contact and build relationships 

with local farmers. We also had a session looking at the 

challenges and opportunities we might find when 

working with Children and Young People in rural 

contexts. I am hoping that some of the ideas that were 

mentioned on the course will be helpful as I start my new 

role as Benefice Discipleship Enabler.  

Another idea they have developed is a designated Rural 

Mission Sunday, which they suggest should be an 

annual celebration of the life and work of rural churches. 

They produce resources to enable this to be easily 

delivered by local churches, in 2020 the theme was 

Heaven in Ordinary and I used some of the resources to 

deliver the on-line service that year for Rural Mission 

Sunday.  This year the theme was “Pilgrimage,” as many 

of you were aware I incorporated the materials they 

produced in all the services on the 18
th
 July 2021. 

Following a very warm picnic, due to the amazing sunny 

weather, in Bosworth Country Park some of us 

undertook a pilgrimage walk from Market Bosworth to 

Cadeby, to attend their Songs of Praise service. The 

pictures below, kindly taken by Robert Leake, show the 

pilgrims walking through a field of clover and the Cadeby 

Songs of Praise service.   

 

 

 

 

Sponsored Silence 

Three chatty ladies, Sue, Polly and Ann are doing a 

sponsored silence on Saturday 11
th

 September! Yes, 

really! 

We will be in the lounge of the Parish 

Hall from 10am until 2pm. We are 

hoping that someone will volunteer to 

run the mystery tombola stall and 

provide refreshments.  

It will be a difficult challenge, so 

please come along and support us – it 

may never happen again! 

If you can’t make it on the day but would like to sponsor 

us, money can be handed to Jane in the office or to Sue.  

We are raising money to pay for … 

https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/mission/rural-mission-sunday/
https://arthurrankcentre.org.uk/mission/rural-mission-sunday/
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The Parish Hall Garden 

Earlier this year when Fun Church were allowed to meet again, I thought it would be a good idea to meet outside as 

much as possible, as per government advice. I remembered that there was some space behind the Parish Hall, so 

trekked down the drive to take a look. My reaction was … ‘ah, ok so we won’t be able to use that then.’ Disappointedly, I 

strolled back up the drive and over lunch, discussed my disgruntlement with Mark, complaining about it being such a 

waste of space etc.  Mark replied that he thought we may be able to make it into something – if the hall committee 

agreed. 

The hall committee agreed we could renovate the space…if we raised some money to do so. 

Anyway, by the end of that week, the idea was not only born, but plans were started to turn it into a useable space – not 

just for Fun Church, but for a variety of church and community groups. 

We began with a garden working party and a huge skip, which was soon filled to the top with rubbish and garden debris. 

(Thank You, all the helpers were awesome). We were fortified with cake and tea, and all had a great morning. 

Next, after more discussions with various people, we had an incredibly generous offer from Darrell to tarmac the area. In 

order to prepare the ground for this, Andy put in an enormous amount of time and effort, sorting out the raised bed and 

the tree roots. Then, Darrell and his merry men arrived early one Saturday morning to tarmac the area. It looks fabulous 

and a huge thank you to everyone. 

However, though it is now a useable space, it needs ‘finishing off!’ Fun Church will do some planting of the raised bed in 

September (low maintenance plants which grow well in shady spots, along with willing hands, on 12
th
 September 

accepted) Seating has been ordered, Dave Knappett has kindly agreed to paint a mural on the back of the hall wall, and 

then some final embellishments will hopefully complete the area. 

(Before and after pics as below …) 
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Supporting our churches 

Please continue to support our churches through your regular giving. It’s impossible to stress to you just how important 

your financial support for our churches is. Many of the costs associated with these ancient buildings have increased 

recently, and these buildings continue to need regular amounts of maintenance and care. In addition, your contributions 

go towards the cost of ministry not just for ourselves but to support other churches across the Diocese. It is an 

imperative of our faith to be generous in our support for others.  

Please therefore be generous in your giving and use the facilities we have to potentially increase the amount of your 

donation. Regular giving with Direct Debit helps us enormously to budget throughout the year and the use of Gift Aid can 

increase the amount of your donation by 25p for every £1. It may sound small, but it makes a difference. 

Please speak to your Treasurer for more information and please, regularly review the level of your giving.  

THANK YOU. 

Revd Mark  

Collection plates 

You can support our work by giving through 

our collection plates at services, or by leaving 

your donation in a collection box located in the 

church.   

Gift Aid envelopes are available in church for 

you to use. 

Are you Eligible for Gift Aid? 

If so, please use a Gift Aid envelope if you are making 

a donation in church.  If you would like to make regular 

donations by standing order, please download a Gift 

Aid form from our website at A Church Near You, or 

contact our Administrator: 

admin@bosworthbenefice.org.uk / 01455 817255 

ST PETER’S CHURCH, MARKET BOSWORTH 

On-line 

It’s easy to give from the comfort of your own home by donating on-line. You can make a one-off or 

regular donation and even Gift Aid it by completing the relevant section.   

 

You can do this by: 

 

Scanning the QR code using your mobile phone (app may be required).  

 

Clicking on the link on A Church Near You website:  

(search for St Peter’s Church, Market Bosworth) 

 

or follow the link:https://givealittle.co/campaigns/7bb80bfa-65b5-4c5c-982b-7298861d5f55 

Contactless Donation 

Contactless donation card 

readers are in St Peters where 

you can donate using a credit/

debit card or smart phone.  

Simply follow the on-screen 

instructions, present your 

card/smart phone and that’s it!  

By Post 

Cheques payable to ‘Market 

Bosworth DCC’ sent to: 

 

Benefice Administrator 

St Peter’s Parish Church Hall 

Park Street 

Market Bosworth 

CV13 0LL 

Standing order 

You can set this up through 

your bank to pay: 

 

Market Bosworth DCC 

Sort code:  40-32-03 

Account number:  20558699 

Here’s how you can help: 

mailto:admin@bosworthbenefice.org.uk
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/7bb80bfa-65b5-4c5c-982b-7298861d5f55
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5465/
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, 
CADEBY  

 

ST JAMES’ CHURCH 
SUTTON CHENEY  

By Post 
Cheques payable to ‘Sutton 

Cheney DCC’ sent to: 
 
 

Benefice Administrator 
St Peter’s Parish Church 

Hall 
Park Street 

Market Bosworth 
CV13 0LL 

 

Standing order 
You can set this up through 

your bank to pay: 
 

Sutton Cheney DCC 
Sort code:  40-32-03 

Account number:  10784842 
 
 

ST MARY’S CHURCH 
CONGERSTONE  

By Post 
Cheques payable to ‘St Mary 

the Virgin Church 
Congerstone’ sent to: 

 
Benefice Administrator 

St Peter’s Parish Church 
Hall 

Park Street 
Market Bosworth 

CV13 0LL 
 

Standing order 
You can set this up through 

your bank to pay: 
 

St Mary the Virgin Church 
Congerstone 

Sort code:  40-32-03 
Account number:  00247073 

 

ST PETER’S CHURCH 
SHACKERSTONE  

By Post 
Cheques payable to 

‘Shackerstone PCC’ sent to: 
 
 

Benefice Administrator 
St Peter’s Parish Church 

Hall 
Park Street 

Market Bosworth 
CV13 0LL 

 

Standing order 
You can set this up through 

your bank to pay: 
 

Shackerstone PCC 
Sort code:  40-32-03 

Account number:  80739510 
 
 

Thank you for your 

kind support. Together 

we can ensure that our 

work within the 

community continues 

to flourish and grow. 

By Post 
Cheques payable to ‘All 

Saints Church Cadeby’ sent 
to: 
 

Janet Hicklin  
Churchwarden 

Daisy Cottage, 3, Main 
Street  
Cadeby 

CV13 0AX 
 

Standing order 
You can set this up through 

your bank to pay: 
 

All Saints Church Cadeby 
Sort code:  40-32-03 

Account number:  41480162 
 

 
On-line 

ST ANDREW’S 
CHURCH, CARLTON  

By Post 
Cheques payable to ‘Carlton 

PCC’ sent to: 
 
 

Mrs P Lockwood 
Treasurer Carlton PCC 

Bumblecott 
Shackerstone Walk 

CV13 0BY 
 
 

Standing order 
You can set this up through 

your bank to pay: 
 

Carlton PCC 
Sort code:  40-32-03 

Account number:  50217158 
 
 

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, 
NAILSTONE  

By Post 
Cheques payable to ‘All 

Saints Church Nailstone’ sent 
to: 
 

Benefice Administrator 
St Peter’s Parish Church 

Hall 
Park Street 

Market Bosworth 
CV13 0LL 

 

Standing order 
You can set this up through 

your bank to pay: 
 

All Saints Church Nailstone 
Sort code:  40-32-03 

Account number:  80614556 
 
 

Scan the QR code:            Via A Church Near You: 
 
 

 
 

Or follow link: https://givealittle.co/campaigns/26702856-d814-
4985-ba7f-2ca864b9a405  

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/26702856-d814-4985-ba7f-2ca864b9a405
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/26702856-d814-4985-ba7f-2ca864b9a405
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5461/
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