The Churches of Clapham with Keasden
and Austwick with Eldroth in the Diocese of Leeds

Harvest Festival Service

with Holy Communion
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Welcome to our Harvest Thanksgiving
The Jewish and Christian Scriptures give eloquent expression to the
creative power and wisdom of God. It is therefore a natural instinct for
worshipping communities to develop patterns of worship and prayer
around the agricultural year.
Of course, there were dangers, and the same Scriptures bear witness to
concerns about the idolatry of fertility cults and the worship of created
things rather than the creator. Nevertheless, ancient society lived close to
the land, and it is no surprise that the ancient Jewish festivals of Passover
and Unleavened Bread, Weeks and Tabernacles all have agrarian roots.
The Christian tradition, too, has assimilated, but with differing emphases
and in different times and places, particular agricultural festivals. Much of
this is bound up with the need to provide food to sustain human life, and
the accompanying sense of a proper humility before God as source of all
things, gratitude for his goodness, and responsibility in stewarding the
resources of the earth.
Harvest Thanksgiving is a relatively modern addition to the church
calendar. Its origins are usually traced to the adaptation in 1843 of
Lammas Day by the Revd R. S. Hawker, a parish priest in Cornwall. He
chose the first Sunday in October as a Christian response to coincide
with the traditional but largely secular ‘harvest home’ celebration, but
there is some evidence to suggest that a thanksgiving for the harvest was
already a relatively widespread practice.
An annual church celebration of the harvest certainly established itself
rapidly with great popularity and was first recognised officially in the
Church of England in 1862. Since then, many local traditions for the
celebration have developed - including ours!
Welcome to this service of thanksgiving and praise.
2

Opening responses (standing)
Leader:
Believing that God made and loves the world,
All:
we gather.
Leader:
That it may be restored to fulfil God’s purposes,
All:
we pray.
Leader:
To seek a wisdom deeper than our own,
All:
we listen.
Leader:
To honour God who gives us a voice,
All:
we worship.
Opening Hymn
Prayer (seated)
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:

All:

God the Maker of colour, sound, texture,
movement, and the ceaseless beauty in living
things,
we bless you.
God the maker of granite and mustard seed,
of grey cloud and starlight,
of earthquake and heartbeat,
we bless you.
God the maker of all that is unseen,
of all that has been,
of all that words could never capture,
we bless you.
God our Maker,
we, the children of your love,
the beneficiaries of your kindness,
the guardians of your creation, bless you.
We bless you for your making,
your trusting,
your loving,
your never-ending goodness. Amen.
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First Reading
Responses from the Psalms
Men

The meadows are clothed with sheep
and the valleys decked with grain,
so that with shouts of joy they break into song.
(Psalm 65:13)

Women

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad;
let the sea resound and everything in it.
Let the fields exult and all that is in them;
let all the trees of the forest shout for joy
before the Lord.
(Psalm 96:11-12)

All

Praise the Lord from the earth,
you sea monsters and ocean depths,
all mountains and hills,
all fruit trees and cedars,
wild animals and all cattle,
creeping things and winged birds.
(Psalm 148:7-10)

Let all things in heaven and on earth
together praise the Lord! Amen
The Parish Choir will sing a Harvest song
Gospel Reading (standing)
Reader

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to…
All
Glory be to you O Lord.
at the end of the reading:
Reader
This the gospel of the Lord.
All
Praise to you O Christ.
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Talk
Creed

(standing)

All

He is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of all creation;
for in him all things in heaven
and on earth were created,
things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions
or rulers or powers:
all things have been created
through him and for him.
He himself is before all things,
and in him all things hold together.
He is the head of the body, the church;
he is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead,
so that he might come to have
first place in everything.
For in him all the fullness of God
was pleased to dwell,
and through him God was pleased
to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven,
by making peace
through the blood of his cross. Amen
(Colossians 1.15-20)

Hymn
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Intercessions
For rain and sun and insects to pollinate crops;
for farmers who take part in the challenging
work of God’s creation; for farm animals and for
wild creatures which each enjoy the fruits of
harvest in their own way:
We give you thanks, O God.
For the soil, rich and precious, home to
countless living creatures which maintain
fertility and give us food and life:
We give you thanks, O God.
For wisdom and willingness to live in ways that
will slow down climate change and keep the
rains falling in season:
O Lord hear our prayer.
For grace to care for God’s earth and our fellow
creatures: farm animals, wild animals and those
who are our companions:
O Lord hear our prayer.
Bring peace to the fields of war, turn scorched
earth to green, so that people can sow their
seeds and harvest their crops and live in
harmony with their neighbours:
Lord, send forth your Spirit.
Bring justice to those crushed by debt, forced to
grow cash crops for us to consume, or denied
access to land for growing their own food:
Lord, send forth your Spirit.
Send us out into the world, in service to God’s
creatures, as disciples of Jesus in whom all
things in heaven on earth hold together:
Lord, send forth your Spirit. Amen
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A time for silent prayer for other intercessions
Collect for the Harvest
Eternal God,
you crown the year with your goodness
and you give us the fruits of the earth
in their season:
grant that we may use them to your glory,
for the relief of those in need
and for our own well being;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Hymn before Communion
Invitation to Holy Communion
Minister This is the table, not of the Church,
but of the Lord.
It is made ready for those who love him
and who want to love him more.
So, come, because our Lord invites us:
it is his will that those who want him
should meet him here.
Eucharistic Prayer
Minister The Lord be with you
All
and with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is meet and right so to do.
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Minister

It is very meet, right and our bounden duty,
that we should at all times,
and in all places,
give thanks unto you,
O Lord, holy Father,
almighty, everlasting God.
Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we laud and magnify your glorious name,
evermore praising you, and saying:

All

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Glory be to you, O Lord most high.
Blessed is he that comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
So now, following Jesus' example and command,
we take this bread and this wine, the ordinary
things of the world which Christ will make
special. And as he said a prayer before sharing,
let us do so too:

Prayer of Preparation
All

We do not presume
to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs
under your table.
But you are the same Lord
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whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son
Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies
may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed
through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us. Amen.
Prayer of consecration
Hear us, O merciful Father, we humbly beseech
you; and grant that we receiving these
your creatures of bread and wine, according to
your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ's holy
institution, in remembrance of his death and
passion, may be partakers of his most blessed
body and blood:
Who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread; and, when he had given thanks, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you:
do this in remembrance of me.
Likewise after supper he took the cup; and,
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
saying, Drink you all of this; for this is my blood
of the new testament, which is shed for you and
for many for the remission of sins: do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Amen.
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All

Jesus, Lamb of God,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world,
grant us peace.
The priest takes the bread and wine on behalf of the people,
saying “The body of Christ”, “The blood of Christ”.
The bread is then shared:
each person coming forward in turn to receive individually.
During the distribution of Communion the Choir will sing.

Post Communion Prayer
Lord of the harvest,
with joy we have offered thanksgiving
for your love in creation
and have shared in the bread
and the wine of the kingdom:
by your grace plant within us a reverence
for all that you give us,
and make us generous and wise stewards
of the good things we enjoy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour Christ commanded
and taught us, we are bold to say:
All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
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And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen
Blessing
God the Father,
who creates the world,
give you grace to be wise stewards
of his creation.
God the Son,
who redeems the world,
inspire you to go out as labourers
into his harvest.
God the Holy Spirit,
whose breath fills the whole of creation,
help you to bear his fruits
of love, joy and peace.
And the blessing of God Almighty,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be with you now and remain with you always.
Amen.
Closing Hymn
Dismissal
All

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
In the name of Christ. Amen
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Thank you for coming to share in this
Harvest Thanksgiving Service
If you would like to make an offering towards the work of the
church please place your gift in the plate by the entrance,
or make a contactless payment via:
bit.ly/isupport-stjames-clapham
bit.ly/isupport-keasden-church
bit.ly/isupport-austwick-church
bit.ly/isupport-eldroth-church

Keep informed about our churches’ activities
via our Churches Weekly Newsletter
available online at:
bit.ly/churches-newsletter

Service compiled by Revd John Davies
using material from
Common Worship Times and Seasons:
The Agricultural Year © 2006 The Archbishops' Council;
Kathy Galloway & Katharine M. Preston (Eds), Living
Faithfully in the Time of Creation © 2021 Wild Goose
Publications, Glasgow, the publishing division of the Iona
Community, ionabooks.com;
Green Christian Harvest Festival Liturgy, updated 2020,
greenchristian.org.uk;
Common Worship Services and Prayers for the
Church of England © 2000 The Archbishops' Council;
and Liturgy for Holy Communion B in Wild Goose
Worship Group: A Wee Worship Book © 1999 WGRG,
Glasgow, wildgoose.scot.
Cover picture: S. R. Badmin, Harvest time in Britain
Stanley Roy Badmin (1906-1989) was an English painter and
etcher particularly notable for his book illustrations and
landscapes, including the Shell Guides series during the 1950s
and posters for London Transport and British Railways.
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