
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

23 July 2021 

Pastoral Letter concerning the lifting of Covid restrictions in Church 

Dear Friends, 

Last Saturday we received some detailed guidance prepared by the Church of England in response to the 

removal of the final set of Covid restrictions this week. 

Given the public health concerns and the rising number of infections locally, I want to assure you that our 

first priority will always be to protect the safety of every soul in our parish. In the same way that we pray 

each day for those who are sick in body, mind or spirit, we will do our utmost to safeguard them. 

As a community in Christ, we now need to move forward without set legal restrictions and as churches, to 

decide how best to manage the risk to ourselves and others. The leaders of every local Church have been 

tasked with assessing the needs and the risks for their own communities and environments. 

Our churches here at St Mark and All Saints are places where people come together, sometimes in large 

numbers, and it is imperative that everyone feels welcomed and included in our worship and community 

life.  

In addition, our Bishops have written urging us to “Fix our eyes on those who are vulnerable in any way” to 

ensure that our risk assessments and planning address the whole people of God.  

No two churches will be the same, so please be mindful that careful risk assessments are taking place to 

ensure the best possible safety of everyone so that no one feels unnecessarily apprehensive, or excluded 

from, attending a service. 

 

Any place where multiple people can gather is still going to be an area of risk. The virus isn’t going away, 

and even those who have accessed both doses of the vaccine may still be at risk from contracting or 

spreading any variant of Covid-19. Those still waiting for a second dose, or who – for whatever reason – 

have not been vaccinated are at greater risk. God calls us to love our neighbour as ourselves, to protect the 

widow and the orphan, and to love one another as God loves us. No one would willingly put a loved-one at 

any kind of risk or in any danger. 

Now that we have entered stage 4, and as a church community begin to move out of lockdown, we will be 

following a cautious approach which will be reviewed regularly. 

1. We want every member of our community to feel confident to return to church safely. Therefore 

whilst we recognise the law has changed, in church, along with many other public arenas (such as 

the GP surgery, hairdressers and shops), we will continue to ask for face coverings to be worn 

whilst you are inside and moving around within close proximity of other people.  

We believe that this measure is an important step in safeguarding everyone.  

2. Hand sanitisers will remain in place and we ask that you continue to use them as you enter and 

leave the building, and at other times you feel necessary. 
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3. To ensure a proper understanding of any trends in the rise of cases and so that we can inform you 

of any additional risk, we will still ask you to provide contact details when you enter one of our 

buildings.  You can do this by scanning the QR code or leaving your details with the sidesperson. 

4. Although the government guidance places no restrictions on any act of worship, our Bishops have 

instructed clergy to exercise extreme caution in reintroducing the common cup. We will continue to 

offer communion in one kind only for the foreseeable future, and we will still limit the number of 

people touching communal objects. 

We will however be seeking to reintroduce some restricted aspects of our worship as safely as 

possible. 

5. I think most if not all of us have missed singing in church. Music has always been an integral part of 

worship and a medium which draws us closer to the praise of heaven.  We intend to reintroduce 

singing to our worship gradually.  Because of the increased risk of aerosol projection that this 

brings, Face masks must be worn whilst singing.   For those who feel more anxious about singing, 

an area at the back of the south aisle at All Saints and at the back of St Marks will be designated as 

a no singing area.  We ask everyone to respect this. 

We will assess and consult over the summer to work out what pattern of worship best works for our parish 

in the coming months.  We will continue to offer a live streamed service for those unable to attend in 

person. 

We will also work hard to find ways to reconnect our common life outside of worship, including after 

church coffee, social time and events. It is very important that the ministry team are able to listen carefully 

to all views and hear from all parts of our community.   

We recognise that these views may be disparate, even conflicting. We will need to bear in mind a range of 

different needs, especially those who are still deemed particularly vulnerable to infection, those are 

shielding or scared, as well as those who are not yet able to be vaccinated, including our children and 

young people. 

We also acknowledge that the situation will continue to change and we will need to continue to reflect 

upon, risk assess, adapt and evolve our practice in the coming months. 

Throughout the pandemic many people have been grateful for the precautions in place, whilst others have 

felt frustrated by them. As together we learn to live with the virus, and we begin to look forward to the 

summer, and the opportunities which Harvest and Advent will offer, we ask that you continue to be 

sensitive to the needs of those around you. 

St Paul’s letter to the Philippians (2:3) reminds us, 'in humility consider others as more important than 

yourselves'. So, we must be personally responsible and continue to consider the obvious and hidden risks 

to both ourselves and others. 

I ask for your prayers for myself, the ministry team and the PCC as we navigate this journey and for peace 

and wisdom as the country begins the slow process of attaining a degree of the normality lost over the past 

18 months. 

 

Every Blessing 

 

 

 

 

Reverend Jo Williams 


