
  



Early History 
The two manors of Trowse and Newton were owned by Bishop Stigand of Elmham 
(1043-1047) and later mentioned in the Domesday Book, at that time Newton was the 
more important. No church was mentioned but that does not mean there was none. 
The first mention of a church is in a 13th century charter, when in 1205 on the death of 
the last rector Simon de Plumstede, the manor of Newton with its dependent church of 
Trowse was given to the Benedictine monks of Norwich Cathedral by Bishop John de 
Grey. This was the start of a special relationship between the church and the Cathedral 
which was important in the history of the village. Trowse became an important retreat 
for the priors, and later after the suppression of the Priory in 1539, the Deans of 
Norwich. 
 
Around 75 years after acquiring Trowse church, the Priory honoured its responsibility 
toward its upkeep. In 1272 William de Kirkeby was appointed Prior and between 

Michaelmas 1282 and Michaelmas 1283 renovation and 
improvement was carried out at a cost of £22 16s 7d. An 
inscribed stone can still be seen in the east wall with an 
abbreviated Latin inscription recording this rebuilding of 
the chancel and the inclusion of the east window. It is 
unusual for a foundation stone of that age to have 
survived and although badly weathered the inscription 
can still be read. 

“William of Kirkeby, Prior of Norwich, placed me on whose soul may the Lord have pity” 
is a possible translation. 
Above the stone and visible from the road is a tall arched niche 
which originally housed an image of St Andrew, which was made in 
1521 after 5 shillings was bequeathed in a will. 
The tower was added and further works undertaken to enlarge and 
improve the church in the 15th century but no detailed records 
survive. 
It seems that the tower originally had 3 bells but in 1759 the ringers’ loft was removed 
and two of the bells were sold to raise money for church repairs and modernisation. The 

benches were changed for high-sided box pews in the 
Georgian fashion. The remaining Whitechapel bell was 
recast in 1959 by John Taylor & Co., of Loughborough. 
Between 1770 and 1777 a clock was added to the 
tower and payments were made of one guinea per 
year to keep the clock wound and in good order. 
The face and hands of the clock were removed from 
the east face of the tower during restoration of the 
tower in 1980 but they were found to be in very poor 



condition and not fit to be reinstated. The mechanism remains in the tower awaiting 
possible restoration in the future. 

 
 

The font is the only internal furniture which survives from the 

early years and dates from the 16th century. In a will of 1505, 16 
shillings was left toward the cost of gilding the font. 
 
In 1803 at the expense of the parish clerk, Edward Whetstone, an 
organ was placed on a gallery in the west end of the church. This 
organ would almost certainly have been a barrel organ of a type 
as can still be seen in Wood Rising church. 

 
The church as we see it now. 
It appears that during the 19th century the fabric of the 
church fell into a state of neglect until the arrival of the 
Reverend William Macnaughton-Jones in 1899. After his 
institution as vicar in the November of 1899 he took the 
decision to close the church for worship and apply for a 
faculty to restore the fabric of the church, which was 
described as almost ruinous. Mr Whetstone’s organ had 
been pulled out some 20 years earlier and was found 
with rubbish in one of the rotten box pews. The roof 
leaked and much of the woodwork was rotten and 
covered with moss. 
 
Restoration and Enlargement 
The architect for the first phase of restoration and enlargement was Edward Boardman 
of Norwich (a leading civic and ecclesiastical architect) who proposed a scheme of works 
which were completed in 1901. 
The south wall, tower and porch were repaired and a new north aisle and organ chamber 
were constructed. Choir stalls, a new pulpit and two reading desks were designed. A new 
oak altar was given by the vicar in memory of his brother and a jade green granite mosaic 
floor was laid in front of the altar. 
The dual purpose chapel /vestry on the south side was designed by Garret Taylor of 
Norwich in 1906; this was later (in 1958) divided from the chancel by the glazed oak 
screen. 
 

Gifts 
After and during the major restoration and extension of the church at the turn of the 
19th century, a number of the internal features of the church which are evident today 
were given to the church. 
 



The new pulpit was given in memory of Queen Victoria in 1902 and the 17th century 
carved figures, a gift from the Colman family, were added. 
 

The carved figures of King David and angels are 
believed to have been part of an organ case 
which was built in 1660, possibly for Christ’s 
College Cambridge. Later, in 1689, the case 
together with the figures were fitted to the organ 
at St Margaret’s, Kings Lynn. In 1754 the organ 
was replaced and the old organ, with the remains 
of the case, was moved to St Peter and St Paul at 
Great Bowden in Leicestershire and the carved 
figures were acquired by the Colman family, who 
donated them to Trowse church. 

At this time the Colman family also gave the large 18th century paintings to the church. 
These paintings had originally been part of the surround to the altar at the east end of 
St Michael at Coslany in Norwich and had been acquired by the Colman family after a 
restoration of St Michael’s church in 1883. The paintings are by John Theodore Heins 
and were commissioned in 1741. 
The 4 paintings either side of the altar on the east wall are of the evangelists Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John, and the large painting on the south wall is of the Resurrection and 
recently underwent extensive cleaning and restoration. 

 
 
 



Reredos 
The beautifully carved reredos behind the altar showing the Last Supper was installed in 
1905 by Howard, ecclesiastical furnishers. The work is said to be a copy of an Italian 
masterpiece, and was carved by James Minns, a renowned local craftsman, whose work 
is found in a number of local churches and public buildings, and who in 1897, exhibited 
a carved panel at the Royal Academy Summer Exhibition. 
 
The Chancel roof was rethatched and the nave re-leaded in 1912 and in the following 
year a fine quality new organ manufactured by Norman and Beard of Norwich was 
installed. 
 

Stained Glass added to 13th Century East Window 
The stained glass placed in the old east window in 
1926, was presented by Edwin Southall, managing 
director of Colman’s Carrow Works, in memory of 
his work colleagues buried in the churchyard. 
The carved screen in the base of the tower dates 
from 1931; that and the oak font cover are in 
memory of a former vicar Edwin Brooshooft Brown. 
The last of the significant alterations to the church 
was the addition of the upper glazing in the base of 
the tower above the carved screen in 1971. This was 
added in memory of Guy Salter, a former 
churchwarden. 
 
 

Memorials 
As one might imagine for a building of this age there 

are a number of memorials throughout the building, some now hidden under carpeting 
in the Aisles. The only surviving ancient brass memorial is protected from wear and tear 
beneath the carpet in the main aisle east of the font. A rubbing of this memorial hangs 
on the west wall to the right of the tower. 
The memorial portrays Elizabeth, the wife of Roger Dalyson. She is shown with her hands 
joined in prayer; she is wearing a brocaded dress with a ruff. 
 



“Here lyeth the loving Wyef of Rog. Dalyson, Sonne and Heire apparant to William 
Dalyson of Lawghton in the County of Lincoln, Esquier, and Daughter and Heir to 
William Tuthill of Newton, Gentleman, and Elizabeth his Wief, who ending her Lief in 
the Yeare of our Lorde God 1585, the 27 Day of Sept. and in the 19th Year of her Age, 
hath left here her body in the Earth, the Memory of her Name upon the Earth, and 
her blessed Spirit above the Earth, and earthly Power.” 
 
Other old memorials can be seen set in the floor below the east window either side of 
the altar. One to the left of the altar, records the plague death of Charles Suckling in 
1666. 
 
“Carolus Suckling de Bracondale Generosus, Caroli Sucklinge de Woodton, Filius natù 
Minor, Communi peste obijt 15 Julij fatali Anno 1666. Maria Uxor ejus è Generosâ 
Aldrichiorum de Mangreen Familiâ, Hæres unica Relicta, per Annos fermè quinque 
lentâ Tabe languida, charum secuta est virum 18  Aprilis A 1671.” 

War Memorials 

Set in the north wall are memorials to those from the village who died in the wars of 
1914 to 1919 and 1939 to 1945 

 
 
Floods 
Given the close proximity of the river, it is not surprising that the church has been 
flooded on a number of occasions over the centuries. The flood of 1607 was particularly 
severe and the bridge was broken. Records indicate that it rained without a break from 
the night of the 4th October to noon on the 10th. There were further floods in 1791 and 
a severe one in 1794. As a result of this many of the early Post Reformation records were 
damaged or lost. More recently the great flood of 1912 caused widespread damage 
throughout the city and surrounding areas. 
 



Great flood of 1912 
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December 2020, close to a flood 


