
Wye Brooks Group   

Update for  1st  August 

Trinity 9—GREEN 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
2 Sam 11:26-12:13a 

Psalms 51:1-13 
Ephesians 4:1-16 

John 6:24-35 

FROM THE VICAR—REACHING BOZO 
This is the true story of a popular circus elephant 
called Bozo,. Children would crowd round his cage and 
throw him peanuts.  But then Bozo’s personality 
changed. Several times he attacked his keeper and 
was very threatening towards the children. It was 
obvious that he would have to be destroyed, and the 
circus owner decided on a public execution by 
shooting, for which people would buy tickets. 
 

The day came and the tent was packed.  The 
ringmaster standing near the cage, was about to give 
the order to fire, when out of the crowd came a little 
man in a brown Derby hat.  
 

“There’s no need for this,” he said to the ringmaster, 
who responded impatiently, “He’s a bad elephant. He 
must die before he kills someone.”  
 

“You are wrong,” insisted the man. “Give me two 
minutes in the cage with him and I will prove it.”  And 
to cut a long story short that’s what happened.  
The little man entered the cage. Bozo threw back his 
head and let out a great, threatening roar, preparing 
to charge. The man stood still then started to talk to 
the elephant in a foreign language.  He walked across 
the cage and stroked the elephant’s trunk while the 
elephant swayed from side to side. Then the elephant 
wrapped his trunk around the man’s waist; the cage 
door was opened and the two of them walked slowly 
round the ring to thunderous applause.  
 

Returning to the cage, he told the ringmaster, “He’ll 
be alright now.” but then added, “You see, he’s an 
Indian elephant and none of you spoke his language - 
Hindustani. I would advise you to get someone who 
speaks Hindustani. He was just homesick.” 
 

And with that, he put on his hat and coat, and left, 
leaving his name with the ringmaster. His name—
Rudyard Kipling, who had spent much of his early life 
in India and knew about Indian elephants. 
 

It’s a powerful illustration.  All I want to know  is: 
“How do we speak the language of technology, 
change, communication, informality, image, youth 
centredness, inclusivity, diversity, ecology, experiment 
etc that our society understands, so we win people for 
Christ, and keep, and grow them in the faith?” 

BACK TO NORMAL? 
From 19th  July, in theory, we have 
been back to normal, and in particular 
 
a) We don’t have to wear masks 
b) We can sing hymns 
c) We can share the Peace 
d) We can use the common cup for 

communion 
Unfortunately it’s not so 
straightforward really, is it? With 
Covid rates rising, increased hospital 
admissions rates and severe doubt 
about the wisdom of relaxing the 
rules, it’s not clear that we actually 
should relax just yet.  
 

I suggest that we continue to wear 
masks, and that we sing hymns from 
behind masks.  
 

For the time being, when we do have a 
full communion service, I am NOT 
going to invite the sharing of the 
Peace beyond a nod or a thumbs up. 
 

As far as Holy Communion is 
concerned, we think we have found a 
compromise. Wine will be consecrated 
in one vessel, but then decanted into 
taster cups which have been bought. 
It might be that an extra short hymn 
is used so that no disruption in the 
service is experienced. 
 

No-one should feel in any way 
compelled to take communion. Your 
safety is paramount. 



A WORTHY WEBSITE 
https://www.gospelherald.com/ 

A Christian news site 

HOW TO GROW YOUR CHURCH 
Remember that for several weeks I’ll be bringing 
you snippets from Neil Hudson’s book Imagining 
Church. The clear message is that growth is a 
SPIRITUAL ISSUE which can only be solved 
spiritually.  
 
John’s Story 
John was an assistant in an educational unit that 
dealt with children with severe behavioural 
problems. He was a Christian and wanted to live 
as a whole-life missionary disciple, so he was 
reliable, honest, trustworthy and hardworking. 
But of course these were basic expectations of all 
the staff. You don’t need to be a Christian to live 
like that. So he faced the question of how he 
could make a difference where he was, on his 
frontline. 
 
The problem was that, because of the nature of 
the work, for most of the time, he was with just 
one child. He didn’t have much to do with the 
staff, because it was his job to accompany ‘his’ 
child at breaktimes and lunchtimes. He couldn’t 
talk about his faith at all; that would have been 
inappropriate.  
 
So he did the only thing he could. He prayed for 
the child throughout the day, every day, for a 
whole school year. And he believed. He believed 
that not only would God hear his prayer, but that 
God would bless the child he was working with.  
 
John did what he could. And what he could do 
was a lot. 

COMING UP  
1 Aug Welsh Newton 10.00 
8 Aug Llangarron 10.00 
15 Aug Marstow  10.00 (poss HC) 
22 Aug Llangrove  10.00 (lay led) 
29 Aug LLangarron 10.00  
Note—29 August is an interruption in the rota. 
We are having a baptism at Llangarron. 
5 Sept Goodrich ( Revd Penny Powdrill) 

SUNDAY 8TH AT LLANGARRON 
 

Benefice service at 10am 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER SERVICES 
At the request of the Wardens and Reps’ meeting, 

there will be time for prayer (for healing etc) at the end 
of each benefice service.  

 

CHRISTIAN QUOTES - CHURCH 
My goal is to challenge your notions of what 
church is supposed to be. I want you to think 

about the people who need Jesus in their lives. 
What are you willing to do to reach lost 

people?  
Tony Morgan, The Unstuck Church  

PERSECUTED CHURCH NEWS 
GOOD NEWS FROM NIGERIA 

 
Twenty-eight students kidnapped 
by gunmen from the Bethel Baptist  
Boarding school in Kaduna State, 
Nigeria, almost three weeks ago 
were reunited with their families on 
Sunday, 25 July, after being released 
by their abductors.  

 
Over 120 students were kidnapped, but five managed 
to escape and one more was released on health 
grounds. Getting on for ninety are still being held by the 
gunmen who have promised to free the rest in batches. 
 
One of the returnees has apparently said that the 
kidnappers were treating the students well because 
their leader had ordered that the captives must not be 
molested or maltreated. 
 
The students were allowed to worship as normal, said 
the boy. “We sing choruses and pray loudly without 
molestation,” he added. “The leader of the bandits said 
we must be allowed to worship our God.” 

https://punchng.com/pictorial-mixed-reactions-greet-release-of-28-bethel-baptist-high-school-students/


FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Centenary Celebration  
Sunday 12th September at 3:30pm. 

 
Herefordshire County Royal British Legion and the 

Battle of Britain Committee are celebrating the 
Centenary of the formation of the Royal British 

Legion at Hereford Cathedral during the evensong 
service on Sunday 12th September at 3:30pm. 

 
Everyone  is welcome to attend this very special 

commemoration service. 
  

The service commemorates those who have given 
their lives in service, those who continue to serve 
and those who have supported our armed services 

during the last 100 years. 
  

The British Legion was formed in May  1921 to 
help returning WW1 soldiers and their families. 

Today through the Poppy Appeal and many 
donations, members  and volunteers strive to raise 
money in  support of all veterans including those 
from the Merchant naval service,  present day 

serving armed forces  personnel and their families. 
Barbara Leeson  

Herefordshire County Chairman.  

PRAYERS FOR THE IMPERFECT 

Sorry Lord,  but I can resist everything except temptation.” 

 

“I must confess, Lord, that usually I’m not led into 

temptation: I run towards it and jump into it.” 

 

“Lord, I can’t remember when I was first led into temptation. 

I think I may have been born into it.” 

 

“Ever since I closed my ears to gossip, Lord, I have this 

weird feeling that everyone’s talking about me.” 

 

“Lord I confess that the scandal spread around the parish 

because I told Pete not to tell anyone but his wife!” 

 

“I enjoy chatting to Geoff, Lord, because we love to ridicule 

the same people.” 

 

MINI BIBLE STUDY 
THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH 

What actually are the core ministries that the church is 
called to do as it seeks to bring God glory?  
 
Making disciples (called “discipleship”). The church is 
to assist believers to grow in their faith and become 
mature in their walk with the Lord (Matt. 28:19; Eph. 
4:12-16). Good discipleship will:  
• Teach believers God’s Word (Matt. 28:20; Col. 

1:28).  
• Equip (prepare) believers for ministry (Eph. 

4:12).  
• Edify (build up) believers (Eph. 4:12; Col. 2:7).  
• Hold each other accountable (accountability 

helps believers to avoid sin and encourages holy 
living – Gal. 6:1; Eph. 5:27).  

 
Assisting its members (in their physical needs). The 
New Testament church members gave of their 
abundance so that it could be used to meet the needs 
of other members (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-37; I Cor. 16:1).  
 
Evangelizing the world. The church was created to 
grow and multiply. In the early church, the concept of 
sharing the gospel with unbelievers was seen as a 
natural response to coming to faith in Christ (Acts 
2:41; 4:2; 8:4; Rom. 10:15; I Cor. 15:1-4; II Cor. 5:20). 
There are two aspects of evangelism:  
• Local outreach - Reaching our community (Acts 

1:8)  
• Missions - Reaching the world (Matt. 28:19)  
 
Reflecting Christ to the world.  
The world should see Christ lived out in each member 
of the church. This is accomplished when believers :  
• Stand for truth (John 18:37; I Tim. 3:15; Jude 3).  
• Have a godly testimony (Phil. 2:15; I Pet. 2:12). 

When a church is making these ministries a focal 
point of its mission, God will use it to make an 
impact on the world  



TODAY’S WORSHIP & LEARNING 
Local 
Our own ‘Light Bite’ on the Lord’s prayer, 
specifically on Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. Go to https://youtu.be/
qgSDJ8kDTOc  

 
Our Diocese  
The Bishop’s message. Rest, Reflect, Reconnect. 
This is the Bishop’s last weekly message until 
September.  
 

Around the Country—Lively.  
10.30 or 6.30 St Nick’s Bristol on https://
www.stnicholasbristol.org/online  

 
My favourite:  9.30, 11.30 and 5.30 All Souls 
Langham Place on https://allsouls.org/
Groups/337797/Watch/Watch.aspx     
St Andrew the Great in Cambridge (stag.org)  

Holy Trinity Combe Down (htcd.church)  

 
Traditional 
A choice of over 80 traditional services  https://
www.pbs.org.uk/churches-and-services/-1  
 
The National Church of England  - at 9am. 
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-
centre/church-online    
 

Songs of Praise is about Faith and 
Food. It’s on BBCs at 1.15 and 
includes a visit to the Coptic 
Orthodox Cathedral of Saint George 
in Hertfordshire   
 

If you see online worship that 
you like, TELL US. 
 

A BOOK OF THE BIBLE 
MICAH 

I heartily recommend that you go to https://
www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/micah-
introduction/#overview for an interesting 
pictorial outline of Micah. 
 
Micah writes to bring God’s “lawsuit” against his people 
(3:8). He indicts Samaria and Jerusalem for their sins (1:2
–7). Both Assyria (5:5–6) and Babylon (4:10) stand ready 
to carry out God’s judgment.  

Micah lists specific sins of the country: idolatry (1:7; 5:12
–14); the seizure of property (2:2, 9); the failure of civil 
leadership (3:1–3, 9–10; 7:3), religious leadership (3:11), 
and prophetic leadership (3:5–7, 11); offering sacrifice 
without truly repenting (6:6–7); and corrupt business 
practices and violence (6:10–12). 
 
The most familiar part of Micah to most of us is the 
prophecy of Christ in 5:2-5, but other parts clearly 
foretell the coming of the Messiah. 

MEDITATION GROUP 
Led by Sue 

Monday 2.00pm  

Zoom invitation issued with this 

Update’s accompanying email. 

 PRAYER GROUP 

Led by  Ben 

Tuesday 7.30pm 

Zoom invitation issued with this 

Update’s accompanying email. 

HOUSE GROUP 
Led by Ben 

Tuesday 10am 

Zoom invitation issued with this 

Update’s accompanying email. 

THIS WEEK FOR THE BENEFICE 

BACK TO CHURCH? 
With the lockdown easing, it may be time 
to think about coming back to church. We 
have missed one another and it would be 

good to get together again.  

 
See page 1 of this magazine 

for where and when.  
 

Wear a mask  
Deep your distance  

 
See you there.  

OH REALLY? 
At a Bible study, the leader asked an old man, Jim, to open 
the meeting with prayer. Jim did so in a soft voice. Another 

man, straining to hear, shouted, “I can’t hear you!” Jim 
replied firmly, “I wasn’t talking to you!”  

https://youtu.be/qgSDJ8kDTOc
https://youtu.be/qgSDJ8kDTOc
https://www.stnicholasbristol.org/online
https://www.stnicholasbristol.org/online
https://allsouls.org/Groups/337797/Watch/Watch.aspx
https://allsouls.org/Groups/337797/Watch/Watch.aspx
https://www.pbs.org.uk/churches-and-services/-1
https://www.pbs.org.uk/churches-and-services/-1
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.esv.org/Micah+3%3A8/
https://www.esv.org/Micah+1%3A2%E2%80%937/
https://www.esv.org/Micah+1%3A2%E2%80%937/
https://www.esv.org/Micah+5%3A5%E2%80%936/
https://www.esv.org/Micah+4%3A10/
https://www.esv.org/Micah+1%3A7%2C+5%3A12%E2%80%9314/
https://www.esv.org/Micah+1%3A7%2C+5%3A12%E2%80%9314/
https://www.esv.org/Micah+2%3A2%2C+2%3A9/
https://www.esv.org/Micah+3%3A1%E2%80%933%2C+3%3A9%E2%80%9310%2C+7%3A3/
https://www.esv.org/Micah+3%3A11/
https://www.esv.org/Micah+3%3A5%E2%80%937%2C+3%3A11/
https://www.esv.org/Micah+6%3A6%E2%80%937/
https://www.esv.org/Micah+6%3A10%E2%80%9312/


JUST A THOUGHT 
WHY NOT… 

leave a gift to your church in your will? 
It’s easy enough to do and will help to 

ensure your church’s future.  
 

DIOCESEAN SHARED PRIORITIES 
Here is what we the Church are aiming  for in 

this part of God’s kingdom. 

1. Spiritual and numerical growth 

2. Engaging in transforming communities 

3. Reimagining ministry 

Have a bit of a think about what these might 

mean. Our churches do not exist for their own 

sake. 

These days, in order to survive, all 
organisations need a presence online and/or 
on social media, and this has been a work in 
progress for our churches for more than 
three years. 

Hearty thanks to all those who have been 
involved in the setting up and the 
maintenance of our Church websites, and 
now our Benefice Website and our presence 
on A Church Near You.  

Our digital presence will continue to develop 
as we attempt to respond to the rapidly 
changing society of which we are a part. 

Wye Brooks Benefice 
https://wyebrooksbenefice.wixsite.com/my-site 

There are links to all the individual church 
websites, as below. 

 

For individual Churches go to: 

St Giles Church, Goodrich 
https://www.goodrichchurchherefordshire.org.uk/ 

 

St Matthew’s Church, Marstow 
https://www.marstowchurch.org/ 

 

St Deinst’s Church, Llangarron 
https://www.llangarron.info/church 

 

Christ Church, Llangrove 
llangrove.org.uk (village website) 

 

St Mary’s the Virgin Church, Welsh Newton 
https://www.ourcountrychurch.co.uk/ 

 

You can also visit A Church Near You for 

information about each church and an indication of 
what is happening in it.  

LIGHT BITE THEMES 

1 Aug Awkward Questions (1) 
8 Aug Awkward Questions (2) 
15 Aug Awkward Questions (3) 
22 Aug Awkward Questions (4) 
29 Aug Awkward Questions (5) 
5 Sep  No Light Bite 
 

Imminent on our YouTube Light Bites.  
So you are a Christian. I have no doubt at all 
that there are questions you dread being asked. 
Well, this is a short series on awkward questions 
which hopefully field difficult questions and talk 
about your faith.  

STABBING AT SPEAKER’S CORNER 
A Christian woman was 
attacked and stabbed 
multiple times last Sunday 
afternoon by a man in a 
black Islamic robe at 
Speakers’ Corner in Hyde 

Park, London. 

 

She is Hatun Tash, a convert to Christianity, and regularly 
speaks there critiquing and debating the Qur’an. But it is well 
known that those who convert from Islam are deemed to 

have committed apostasy, a capital offence in Islam.  

 

The attacker attempted to stab her in the neck, leaving her 
with wounds to her face and hands. He dropped the knife and 
ran away. Hatun Tash has since claimed that Speakers’ 

Corner is anti-Christian 

From Christian Concern 

 



PRAYER FOR OTHERS 
The UK 
• HM the Queen and the Royal Family,  

• HM Government 

 

Coronavirus.  
• Infection rates and the easing of restrictions 
• Rising rates elsewhere in the world. And travel issues. 
• Those who continue to suffer from the Virus and from 

long Covid 
• Those who have lost loved ones or watched them suffer. 
• Those who continue to be isolated 
 

World  
• The perceived threats from both Russia and China 
• Famine in Ethiopia 
• The migrant issue 
• The UK/Europe tension over trade, travel and vaccines.  
• Violent persecution of Christians in the Muslim world 
• Climate change and ecology 
 

Our churches and clergy 
• Clergy—for energy, wisdom, faithfulness, courage. 
• Churches—role in the community, finances, adaptability, 

digital presence. 
• The future. What kind of normal (this is really important) 

• The weekly services, Light Bites, the Updates, the lay-led 
services, the Zoom Prayer Meeting, House Groups, 
Meditation Group, the Worship Group, the Tech working 
party and the work to give us a proper digital presence; 
the possibility of starting a benefice choir. 

• The Church as it debates Living in Love and Faith, which 
is about our approach to issues in human sexuality. 

 

Our villages 
• Our pubs  
• Our parish councils, local businesses and schools 
 

Pray for people 
• Brenda, on a course of chemo, and Graham 
• Doris, living with dementia, in a nursing home 
• Rosie, with various problems, putting on a brave face 
• Anita, between two surgeries 
• Margaret, still recovering after operations 
• Ron, improving in hospital, beginning to be mobile again, 

and Diana, his wife. 
• James, a young man with long term illness 
• Carol, in a persistent vegetative state. 
• Ivor, battling on  
• Lisa, still suffering from vertigo 
• Jim, recovering after surgery 
• Alan, a homeless man who for several months lived in 

the church porch in Welsh Newton and is now living in 
Usk, struggling to recover after prostate surgery. 

• Luke and Charlotte Wildig , who were married at 
Llangrove on Friday 

• The family of Sue Maud of St Deinst’s Church 
Llangarron, whose funeral was on Saturday 

 

 

 
THE (ALTERNATIVE) COLLECT FOR 

TRINITY 9 
 

Gracious Father, 
revive your Church in our day, 

and make her holy, strong and faithful, 
for your glory’s sake 

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

THE ROUTE TO REALITY 
We are trying to find a route back to normality, but 
the kind of normality which does not mean 
decline. Here’s what we have so far. This may 
change depending on the Covid situation.  
• Probably from September we aim to more than 

double the amount of services in the benefice, 
including a weekly Holy Communion 

• The Holy Communion might be a full service, or a 
‘bolt on’ act of communion at the end of a 
Service of the Word. This latter option has 
proved popular. 

• There will be a simple midweek communion 
service, with refreshments and discussion added. 

• More services will be lay led by our seven person 
lay team. The aim, with the Archdeacon’s 
permission, is significantly to develop its ministry.    

• There may be evening services, possibly 
streamed, online, from elsewhere in the country. 

• There will be a variety of service types including 
traditional ones.  

COMPANION WORK NEEDED 
 

One of our parishioners would like to find 

paid work as a companion to someone—

cooking, housekeeping, shopping etc.  

If you or someone you know might be able 

to  offer this kind of work, please ring me

(01989 770454) 

  



REGULARS 
THESE ITEMS DON’T CHANGE FROM WEEK TO WEEK 

The Llangrove Milk 
Shed at the Village 
Hall, For farm fresh 
milk and a few 
other things like 
butter, cheese and 
cake. 

THE BORDER NEWS 
Not currently available as a hard copy.  
To get the online Border News:  
a) Go to wyereaches.org 
b) Click the What’s On tab. 

THE DAILY HOPE LINE     

0800 804 8044  

If you haven’t done already, this is information to 

be passed on to those who don’t have access to 

the Internet.  It’s a freephone number  to a Church 

of England initiative, where there are recorded 

hymns, messages and prayers.   

CONTACT 
Revd Ben 01989 770454.      
Revd Philip ‘Ben’ Bentham     
Tel 01989 770454 
Email benbentham@yahoo.co.uk 
If you have suggestions for improving this Update, 
please do let me know.  
To unsubscribe, simply drop me a line. 

ALL AGE CHURCH 
 

Sue Evans’ All Age 
material is attached to 
the email accompanying 
this Update.  

PARISH GIVING SCHEME 
We are pushing the Parish Giving Scheme because 

it is the best way of giving to your Church, not just 

because of how little hassle it is to you, but also 

because of how safe and tax efficient it is, how 

easy it is for treasurers to administer and how it 

usually does actually drive the income of churches 

up. And GOOD NEWS—you don’t even have to fill 

in a form. You can set it up by phone. By all means 

ring your church treasurer for details and fill in a 

form, or call the number below. 

PARISH GIVING SCHEME 
Tel 0333 002 1271 

Church Parish Ref             Church        Parish Ref          

Goodrich  180618231           Marstow    180618241 

Llangarron  180618239            Llangrove  180618240 

Welsh Newton 180618256 

 

 
 

 

Our local eateries are important, and without our patronage 

they risk not being able to survive, especially in this climate.  

Llangrove -  The Royal Arms 
Phone 01989 770267  
 

Goodrich -  The Hostelrie 
Phone 01600 890241 
  

Goodrich -  The Cross Keys 
Phone 01600 890692  
 

Goodrich - Hen and Dot Café 
Flanesford Priory, Open Fri to Sun 10am - 4pm 
Phone 01600 890506  

CLERGY DAY OFF  
My DAY OFF is Monday. I may be around on Mondays, 
but can’t guarantee it.  
 

CLERGY HOLIDAYS THIS YEAR 

30 Aug– 12 Sept  28-31 Dec 
 

https://www.google.com/search?q=the+cross+keys+goodrich&oq=the+cross+keys+goo&aqs=chrome.0.0j46j69i57j0l3.5343j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#


When: 3rd, 4th and 5th August 
Times 9am-4pm 

Where: Llangrove Village Hall (outside 
where possible) 

What: Experiments, Amazing facts, 
Games, Activities, Crafts, Drama and the 

unexpected! 
 

£10 a child per day, or 3 days for the 
price of 2! 

 
All welcome. 

Helpers to include Wendy Price, Francesca 
Cinderey,  Fay Visser, Jenny Bibby, Pavla 

Bloor, Nick Penny, Jenny Fox 
 

If your child wants to join the fun, contact 
Wendy Price on 01989 770450 

FAMILY DOG SHOW 
AND BBQ 

 
Sun 8 August, 1pm 

Swallows End Llangarron, HR9 6PF 
Tel 01989 770117 

 
Entry £5.00 (under 12s £3.00) 

which includes a burger or hot dog.  
Cash Bar 

 
Dog show classes (from 1pm) 

 
1. Dog or bitch with the waggiest tail 
2. Dog or bitch with the most appealing eyes 
3. Best puppy (under 12 months old) 
4. Prettiest bitch 
5. Most handsome dog 
6. Best junior handler (under 10 years old) 
7. Best veteran (the dog! 10 years and over) 
8. Dog or bitch most like the handler 
9. Best pack (2+ dogs from the same household) 
10. The dog the judge would most like to take home. 
 

Entry: £1 per class. 
Rosettes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd 


