
BAPTISM 
AT 

ST PAUL’S CHURCH 

LANGLEYBURY 
 
Thank you for considering having your child baptized here at St Paul’s. 

This is the start of a wonderful journey of faith for your child and a 

special day for all your friends and family. We very much look forward 

to welcoming you into the church family. 

 

What is baptism? 

The Church of England website has 

some very useful information and 

guidance on the baptism of a child 

(also known as christening).  

Baptism is just the beginning of this 

journey of faith, a journey you’ll 

share together with your child over 

the years to come by: 

 Being there for your child to talk to about the bigger 

questions of life – questions about hope, faith and love. 

 Praying for your child through the ups and downs of their 

faith journey. 

 Showing them practically how to make those good choices 

in life. 

 Helping them to learn more about their Christian faith, 

through their church and in other ways. 

Baptism is therefore a commitment to start as you mean to go on. 

Because the promises you will make during the baptism service are 

both a joyful and serious statement of faith and commitment, we want 

to help you to be able to make these as meaningfully as possible. 

(The promises are on the last page of this leaflet) 

https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/


 

We therefore have two steps prior to Baptism that help you to prepare 

for the day and the journey that lies ahead:  

 Getting to know the church family you are committing to 

being part of 

 Exploring the promises that you will make on behalf of 

yourselves and your child. 

 

Before baptism 

Getting to know the church family 

Two of the promises you will make during the baptism service are “to 

draw your child by your example into the community of faith” and to 

help your child “to take their place 

within the life and worship of 

Christ’s Church”.  

If you are not a regular member 

of our church community here at 

St Paul’s or your local church, we 

invite you to start getting to know 

us – we’re a friendly bunch! 

We therefore ask that you attend 

at least three church services over 

a three month period (i.e. once 

per month minimum).   

 

Exploring the promises 

Some of the promises made are more to do with your own personal 

faith, and are quite challenging however long you have been a 

Christian for! 

To help you to think through and explore the meaning of these 

promises, we run an evening baptism preparation course that we ask 

both parents to come and participate in. During the course, the 

promises are explored and discussed in a relaxed and informal 

environment. 

The emphasis is very much on what you think and believe rather than 

on teaching “correct doctrine”! Having held many such preparation 



evenings in the past, I know parents have found these really helpful 

as they engage with this whole area of baptism. 

These interactive evenings are held three times a year during school 

term-time at the Vicarage.  

 

Next steps 

Once you have got to know us a little 

through attendance and explored the 

promises through the baptism 

preparation evenings, then we very 

much look forward to agreeing a date for 

your child’s baptism. Please note, it is 

not possible to make provisional 

bookings in advance of these two steps 

having been taken.  

Baptisms are always on a Sunday, either as part of the 1000 service 

or if we have a lot of baptisms, they may be later at 1pm. 

It may be that on reflection you would prefer at this stage to have a 

Thanksgiving Service for your child.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me for any further information or 

queries, 

 

 

 

Revd. Dr. James Webster, Vicar of St Paul's, Langleybury 

Tel: +44 (0) 1923 270634 

Email: stpaulslangleybury@gmail.com 

https://churchofenglandchristenings.org/for-parents/thanksgiving-service/
mailto:jameswebster1@gmail.com


Baptism Promises 
 

Presentation of the Candidates 

The president addresses the whole congregation 

Faith is the gift of God to his people. In baptism the Lord is adding to our 

number those whom he is calling. People of God, will you welcome these 

children/candidates and uphold them in their new life in Christ? 

With the help of God, we will. 

The president then says to the parents and godparents 

Parents and godparents, the Church receives these children with joy. Today we 

are trusting God for their growth in faith. 

Will you pray for them, draw them by your example into the community of faith 

and walk with them in the way of Christ? 

With the help of God, we will. 

In baptism these children begin their journey in faith. You speak for them today. 

Will you care for them, and help them to take their place within the life and 

worship of Christ’s Church? 

With the help of God, we will. 

The Decision 

A large candle may be lit. The president addresses the candidates directly, or through 

their parents, godparents and sponsors  

The whole congregation is invited to join in these responses 

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 

Therefore I ask: 

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 

I reject them. 

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 

I renounce them. 

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 

I repent of them. 

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 

I turn to Christ. 

Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 

I submit to Christ. 

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 

I come to Christ. 


