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WORSHIP FROM THE BENEFICE 
OF GROBY AND RATBY 

 

A Service for Ascension Day 

We say together the words printed in bold, knowing we are united across 

time and space in the power of Christ. 

  

St. Philip & St. James Church, Groby St. Philip & St. James Church, Ratby 



The Gathering  

God has gone up with a shout, 
All   the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 

Psalm 47.5 
 
The minister says 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
All   Amen. 

The Greeting 

The president greets the people. 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you 
All   and also with you. 

Introduction 

The president introduces the service using these words 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, for forty days we have been celebrating 
with joyful hearts the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, his bursting 
from the tomb and his defeat of the power of sin and death. He appeared 
to his disciples many times and told them about the kingdom of God. 
Today we recall how he left this earth and returned to his Father, 
ascending into heaven to take his throne over all dominions and powers. 
Trusting in his reign over all creation, and submitting to his kingly yet 
loving rule, let us hear the story of his parting. 

The Ascension Reading 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11 
 
At the end the reader says 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia 



The minister says 
Seeing we have a great high priest who has passed through the heaven, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us offer him the praise worthy of his name.   

 

Song 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine: 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God; 
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood 
 

This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Saviour all the day long. 
This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Saviour all the day long. 
 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
visions of rapture burst on my sight; 
angels descending, bring from above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 
 

Refrain 
 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Saviour am happy and blest; 
watching and waiting, looking above, 
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 
 

Refrain 
 

Fanny J. Crosby (1820-1915) 

The Collect 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the words  
Let us pray that our risen and ascended Lord will lead us to eternal life.  
Silence is kept. 
Risen Christ, 
you have raised our human nature to the throne of heaven: 
help us to seek and serve you, 
that we may join you at the Father’s side, 
where you reign with the Spirit in glory, 
now and for ever. 
All   Amen. 



The Liturgy of the Word  

Reading 

Luke 24:44-end 
 
At the end the reader may say 
This is the word of the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God. 

Short Reflection 

Prayers of Intercession 

Let us join our prayers with those of our Saviour Christ, 
seeking the Father’s blessing and the gifts of the Spirit. 
Jesus Christ, great high priest, 
living for ever to intercede for us, 
pray for the Church, your broken body in the world … 
Lord, hear us. 
All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Jesus Christ, king of righteousness, 
enthroned at the right hand of the majesty on high, 
pray for the world, and make it subject to your gentle rule … 
Lord, hear us. 
All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Jesus Christ, Son of Man, 
drawing humanity into the life of God, 
pray for your brothers and sisters in need, distress or sorrow … 
Lord, hear us. 
All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Jesus Christ, pioneer of our salvation, 
bringing us to glory through your death and resurrection, 
surround with your saints and angels 
those who have died trusting your promises … 
Lord, hear us. 
All   Lord, graciously hear us. 



 
Jesus Christ, Lord over all things, 
ascended far above the heavens and filling the universe, 
pray for us who receive the gifts you give us for work in your service … 
Lord, hear us. 
All   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 
Jesus Christ, 
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 
and in the bond of peace, 
and bring the whole created order to worship at your feet; 
for you are alive and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All   Amen. 

The Dismissal  

Song 

In Christ there is no east or west, 
In him no south or north, 
But one great fellowship of love 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
In him shall true hearts ev'rywhere 
Their high communion find; 
His service is the golden cord 
Close binding all mankind. 
 
Join hands then, brothers of the faith, 
Whate'er your race may be! 
Who serves my Father as a son 
Is surely kin to me. 
 
In Christ now meet both east and west, 
In him meet south and north, 
All Christlike souls are one in him 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

John Oxenham (1852-1941) 



Responsory 

As we wait in silence, 
All   make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we listen to your word, 
All   make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we worship you in majesty, 
All   make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your refreshing, 
All   make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your renewing, 
All   make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your equipping, 
All   make us ready for your coming Spirit. 
As we long for your empowering, 
All   make us ready for your coming Spirit. 

The Blessing 

May the Spirit, 
who set the Church on fire upon the day of Pentecost, 
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ. 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
All   Amen. 

The Dismissal 

A minister says 
Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Spirit, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
All   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia 
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