Parochial Church Council and Parish Report, Hethel All Saints 2020

2020 started out with hopes and expectations for an interesting and productive
programme for services and special events at Hethel; but the Covid 19 global
pandemic brought about the unprecedented closure of churches throughout the
country under Government orders on 23 March.

As a result, in person services were not allowed; our family service, regular
communion service, and Quiet Time with God were all cancelled. Arrangements
were made for services to be relayed online via ‘Zoom’ from church leaders’ homes.
When lockdown rules were relaxed, we were able open the church again on 15"
June and then held our first service after the closure on 9™ August. We were also
able to offer the opportunity for people to visit the church to light candles in
remembrance of loved ones for All Saints Day but we were not able to hold the
Advent Sunday Holy Communion in the church as planned. We held our Christingle
service via ‘Zoom’ with the supplies to make the Christingles made available for
collection beforehand.

Other events also had to be cancelled or postponed. Our ‘Solstice’ weekend was
postponed until 2021 as the guest contributors were luckily able to reschedule.
Beating-the-Bounds was cancelled. The churchyard cutting, done by WYNG
members, was able to go ahead and refreshments for them were served observing
social distancing rules. Our Sunday afternoon teas usually held in July and August
were however cancelled which is normally one of our key fundraising events.

In non-covid times we are used to many unseen visitors to the church, evidenced by
entries in our visitors’ book. We usually try to welcome these people by providing
help-yourself refreshments alongside a quiet place for contemplation. To offer
people a spiritual experience when they visited the church during ‘lockdown’ while
taking their allowed outdoor exercise, we installed a meditative trail in our wildlife
churchyard. The stands for this were kindly made by John Rutland and Cathy
Nicholls provided the text. Comments have reached us that this was much
appreciated. The trail was changed so repeat visitors had something new to
encounter.

Once lockdown measures were relaxed allowing churches to re-open, we set up a
rota to clean and sanitise the church daily. The church had a hand sanitising station
installed, along with circulation arrows and most of the pews were cordoned off to
minimising the risk of spreading the coronavirus and to reduce the amount of
sanitising necessary. This arrangement worked well. However, we continued to lock
the church overnight.

Hethel Church set up its own ‘Facebook’ page to keep in touch with parishioners and
friends, keeping them informed of services available to help overcome any difficulties
encountered as a result of the coronavirus pandemic. Increasing our online presence
was something we had already intended to do.



The cumulative effect of the closure on the church was that collections and
donations dried up and even the usually generous unseen visitors were unable to
make donations via our collection box inside the church. This big reduction in our
income brought about the decision we reluctantly made at the August PCC meeting
to hold back making any further payment of Parish Share due the impact the Covid
19 restrictions have had on our income. We were up to date with our payments up
until that time.

There are only 9 people on our Electoral Roll although we welcome congregants
from other parishes in the benefice and beyond, to our services and events. The
PCC has only 5 members. The small size of this committee puts limits our ability to
offer as much as we would like.

The PCC accepted safeguarding policies following the APCM and Cyndy Bowles
and Maurice Lince agreed to be our Safeguarding officers. The Benefice arranged C
zero (basic level) safeguarding training for all PCC members which has been
completed. The PCC has therefore complied with their duty under section 5 of the
Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline Measure 2016 (duty to have due regard to
House of Bishops’ guidance on safeguarding children and vulnerable adults).

It is not known yet what further impacts the Covid 19 lockdowns will have on our
community. The long-term viability of the Church will have to be considered. The
stresses and strains of this most frightening and unusual situation will also have a
lasting effect, not least, upon our church leaders themselves as they continue to
adapt to different ways of connecting with those they serve, and will also have to
deal with the negative after effects of the pandemic.

Anne Howlett, April 2021



