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As with so many activities in 2020, Messy Church stopped meeting after the
gathering on 20 February due to the Covid 19 pandemic. At that gathering we
explored Noah and the Ark together with a total of 59 people (28 adults and 31
children) from Mulbarton (10) Bracon Ash (11), Hethel (17), Flordon (10) and 11
people from outside the benefice. Donations of £49.54 were given.

With lockdown in place for much of the year the Messy Church team made the
difficult decision after a lot of thinking and prayer, to close down Messy Church.

It was increasingly unclear when we would be able to meet again and as we looked
to the future, because of the ages of some of our team, it made us more vulnerable
when meeting with others, particularly with younger children. So, all things
considered we felt it was best to close down this Messy Church, in the hope that
some younger adults may decide in the future to start another Messy Church.

We thank God for the 8 wonderful years together with an excellent team of 18 people
(at closure) including 4 Junior Leaders who had been with us since the beginning
(2012).

We give thanks too for being blessed by funds given by those who attended Messy
Church and also by local donors. We used some of these funds to provide
Christingle resource bags to 25 households (42 children) in our 4 villages in time for
the Christingle on zoom service on 20 December; provide 25 Messy Church
Christmas Family Time books to children who attended services at Christmas in our
churches — or to adults attending who took them to children in their family or
neighbourhood and we gave a token gift to each member of the Team.

With the agreement of the Messy Church Team, the Messy Church account (held
within the Hethel Church account) was renamed “Children’s work in the Mulbarton
Benefice” to be used to resource activities run by any of the churches in the
Mulbarton Benefice which help children grow in the Christian faith. The remaining
£119 transferred into this account.

Should this money not be used and the account need to be dissolved in the future,
the Messy Church Team agreed that a donation of £35 be made to Messy Church
National (10% (rounded up) of total funds remaining at closure) and £84 be donated
to the Norwich Foodbank for families.

Thank you for your interest in Messy Church over the years, your support and
prayers.

Cathy Nicholls, for the Messy Church Team
19.4.21



