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St Georges Church, Donnington 
Trustees Annual Report for 2020 

About us and our objectives 

St George’s Church covers the parish of Donnington just 
south of Chichester and the busy A27. Our Saxon church nes-
tles in the countryside on the edge of the quiet village of 
Donnington and our church hall sits on a busy roundabout in 
the built-up area of Stockbridge (which itself has been added 
to through a new housing estate). By maintaining services in 
each location we have extended the choice, including that of the 
style of worship, available to our beneficiaries.  

This annual report has been prepared by the Parochial Church Coun-
cil (the PCC) which has the responsibility of co-operating with the in-
cumbent, The Revd. James Cooper, in:- 

A. The promotion of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ accord-
ing to the doctrines and practices of the Church of England 

B. Promoting in the parish the whole mission of the church;  pastoral, social, evangelical and ecumenical 

C. To know Jesus better and make Him better known 

D. Practical support and care for all people in the 
parish from the youngest to the eldest, irrespective 
of race, creed, level of need or ability to pay 

E. Providing financial support to those in need and to 
other organisations with similar objectives.  

The parish has 1050 households and an electoral roll of 78. 
This is an increase on 2019. 

What a year! 
Coronavirus overshadowed everything. Or perhaps, more accurately, Coronavirus brought St George’s more into the 
light. We proclaimed the gospel by developing new ways of worship, by serving everyone in our community, by ‘giv-
ing’ generously, through preserving the best of what we have and by bringing our community together in the face of 
the pandemic. The following sections say more on each of these points 

Worshipping.  

If our style of church service was anything to go by then necessity 
truly is the mother of invention.  It wasn’t just the technological 
wonders of Zoom that brought live services into our front rooms, it 
was how we found new ways to interpret the Word. James suc-
cessfully drew on everything from poetry to film clips, downloaded 
songs to our own homemade youtube videos to weave thoughtful, 
relevant and compelling interpretations from the week’s readings. 
We really pushed boundaries - goodness the ‘new way’ even al-
lowed Bishop Ruth to join a service and give us an uplifting ser-
mon. 
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To find out more  
• visit www.achurchnearyou.com/church/

4871 
• sign up to our newsletter 
• subscribe to the magazine 
• come to a service (even via zoom!) and 

have a coffee - even a virtual one

Bishop Ruth joins us on-line

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4871
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4871
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/4871


Rather than see attendances plummet, we actually saw them grow and we met new worshippers ‘on line’ who had not 
previously joined us in church. When rules permitted we did re-open church for private prayer during those blue re-
membered summer days and in between lockdowns we held services ‘in person’ and simultaneously Zoomed these to 
cater for those having to isolate or who felt vulnerable. And we just managed to squeeze Advent services into ‘live’ 
church before Tier 4 restrictions. And with it a poignant seasonal reminder of the beauty of a traditional service with 
organ and carols.  

In the face of the problems, it was all rather refreshing - a true God-send that carries huge lessons for how we might 
worship differently in the future.   

Serving. 
Lockdown didn’t mean ‘locked up’ and 2020 saw St George’s take to the streets in community action; exactly as we are 
called to do as Christians.  

A series of 6 leaflets delivered to every house-
hold in the parish brought news and views at a 
time when our worlds were closing in on us. To 
the many residents who were fearful this 
brought reassurance and comfort that they 
were not alone; and to others the Donnington 
Volunteers provided practical support with 
shopping, going to the chemist, dog walking 
and the like.  

The Parish Magazine continued and was aug-
mented by a weekly e-newsletter. We intro-
duced our own Facebook page (‘St George’s 
Donnington’) and our website pushed out news 
as well as temporarily hosting pre-recorded 
services. And our weekly Foodbank Pop-Up 
provided a focal point where (socially dis-
tanced) news and views could be shared in person.      

Giving 
On 43 consecutive Saturdays the Donnington Foodbank pop-up established itself as a regular feature of community 
life. Over 4.5 tonnes of food and household necessities plus £800 in cash was donated. This was a team effort - yes, it 
was a St George’s initiative but the volunteers came from across the 
community and in the process we hopefully broke down any pre-
conception of what church-goers were like! 

Our giving didn’t stop there. St George’s managed to donate to 
many charities at home and abroad who themselves had suffered 
funding problems during the pandemic. A total of over £3,700 (15% 
of our income and triple what we gave in 2019) went to organisa-
tions such as the Children’s Society, Dementia Support, 4 Streets 
and charities working with children and the ill in Uganda. In addition 
a sponsored walk raised £1,000 for the British Legion’s Poppy Ap-
peal and the Georgettes carol singing raised £220 for Stonepillow.  

Preserving 
Despite all the troubles, we managed during the year to complete 
the toilet extension, instal the Huyton window, secure faculty and then deliver a hugely sympathetic new lighting 
scheme in our dark church.  
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A popular visiting spot for locals to pick 
up news - as well as give food

The first 3 community leaflets brought reassurance to a 
worried community 



And on top of this we have used the downtime at the Hall to make 
improvements to the 'old' part of the Hall including doors that will 
make access easier for everyone (for instance those in wheelchairs 
or pushing buggies), better lighting and a more modern feel to 
complement the new Westwing added in 2019.  

There is no denying that the absence of church services and hall 
rental income meant our income took a hit, but we have still man-
aged to balance the books and not only preserve but develop 
these two hugely important community facilities.  

Together 

A theme that has run 
through St George’s re-
sponse to the pandemic 
has been the hunger in 

Donnington for community and togetherness - the sort of thing we saw ex-
pressed on Thursday night’s Clap for Carers.  

Our Christingle service and subsequent Tree of Hope were marvellous addi-
tions to the Donnington Spirit. The Tree withstood the gales - truly allegori-
cal. 

And let’s not forget that 2020 had in fact opened with a bang because if 
God's wish for us is to love one another, enjoy fellowship and grow together, then the Spirit was present 'big time' as 
St George's put on a truly magnificent Cinderella pantomime to chase away last January’s blues. Let’s pray that those 
days to return soon. 

Which is why, looking to the future, we have initiated a joint project with the Parish Council to help new community 
groups get off the ground when life gets back to normal. We have jointly committed £10,000 to get this off the 
ground.  

Financial Review 

Our financial statements are attached. In summary our income was £66,913 and outgoings were £110,274 resulting in 
our available cash reducing from £156,159 to £112,797 over the year - so we are £43,362 poorer in cash terms, but 
have much to show for it as the rest of this report shows. 

Drilling down our General Fund (essentially our trading fund) saw income of £37,131 (2019 = £31,894) with expendit-
ure of £27,877 (2019= £27,589). It was also good to see our planned giving staying healthy despite the pandemic 
which suggests a strong connection between our church and worshipping community which not even a pandemic 
could up- set. We also benefitted from a net increase of £2000 from fund raising thanks to a jumble sale and the pan-
tomime. 

In view of achieving another surplus on the General Fund and in the light of known work emerging from the recently 
completed Quinquennial report, the PCC agreed at its first meeting in January 2021 to transfer £16,000 to the Building 
(designated) Fund. 

Away from the General Fund there was a positive in the establishment of a Community Fund which secured £7,400 in 
grants that funded a series of community leaflets and allowed us to commit £5,000 to an overall £10,000 Community 
Initiative Fund in conjunction with the Parish Council. This will feed through to more hall bookings, and that’s without 
measuring the way these activities established St George’s as a beating heart in the community - a real win/win. 

Despite the pandemic the Hall broke even in 2020 with income of £9,900 being roughly matched by expenditure; 
compared to a £6,000 surplus (on a £19,900 income) in 2019 
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Shining out in the darkness with our 
new lighting scheme

“My son Alex wants to say 
he really enjoyed carols and 
going to the Tree of Hope 
where he got to do a 
reading with his friend” 
Carly



Risk 
The PCC continues to monitor risk with the following being uppermost in our minds. 

1. Our long term solvency. Our financial position is no cause for immediate alarm, but the PCC is aware that regular 
income has been decreasing and our contribution to Parish Share continues to fall short. This has been raised with 
both the Diocese and hospice and all 3 parties will continue to monitor.  

2. Insurance Cover. During Spring 2019 we had a thorough review in conjunction with our insurer and cover has been 
increased for both church and hall. 

3. Safety. We undertook (with external professional advice) risk assessments and all Advice has been implemented.  

4. During the pandemic we took a cautionary approach to interactions and followed all government guidance. 

5. We continue to ensure we keep step with all Safeguarding requirements and have it very much in our minds 

Structure, governance and management 
of the charity 

St George’s is a charity but, with income below £100,000, 
does not currently need to register with the Charity Commis-
sion within the meaning of the section 30 of the Charities Act 
2011. Its governing document is the Parochial Church Coun-
cils (Powers) Measure 1956. 

During the year the following served as members of the Parochial Church Council: 

Incumbent:      The Revd James Cooper Chair 

Wardens:     Mr Simon Pegg   (Elected April 2017) 
      Mrs K Jarman    (Elected April 2018 

Lay Reader:     Mrs Mary Hagell  Lay Reader from Sept 2017 

       Elected Members    Mr Ian Pratt   (First elected 2013) 

      Mr Tim Walker   (First elected 2015) 

      Mr Alan Martin   (Re-elected April 2017) 

      Mr Jim McAuslan  (Elected 2017) 

      Ms Lily Bristow   (April 2018 - September 2020) 
      Mrs B Foden   (Elected April 2018) 
      Mrs Jane Pointet  (Elected April 2019) 

Ex Officio Co-opted    Mr Bob Price   Safeguarding Officer 
 Mrs Gail McKimm  Secretary (From September 2018) 

      
Membership of the PCC is determined under the Church Representation Rules and consists of certain ex-officio mem-
bers (the incumbent/priest-in-charge, curate, lay readers licensed to officiate in the church), the churchwardens and 
members of the Deanery, Diocesan or General Synods and members of the church who are elected at the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM).  Members are warmly encouraged to stand for election to the PCC and we try to 
ensure a balance of skills and experience where possible. Our thanks to Peter Brown who reviewed the annual report at 
the request of the PCC ’s agreement. This Trustees’ Annual Report was approved by the PCC and signed on their be-
half by The Revd James Cooper, PCC Chairman 

Signed The Revd James Cooper on behalf of PCC on 6th March 2021!
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“We have been so fortunate to have had peo-
ple prepared to step forward. Without them 
Donnington would feel a lonelier place”
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The financial statements of the PCC have been prepared in accordance with the Charities Act 2011 and the Church 
Accounting Regulations 2006, using the Receipts and Payments basis. As such receipts and payments are recog-
nised in the accounts when they appear on the PCC bank accounts. 

"
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Receipts and Payments Summary of Financial Activities

Total Total Notes
General Designated Restricted Endowed All Funds All Funds

Fund Funds Fund/s Fund/s 2020 2019

£ £ £  £  £  £

Income and endowments from:

Donations and legacies 24,997       -                 18,382       -                 43,379       36,405       

Charitable activities 608            -                 371            -                 979            4,431         

Other trading activities 5,727         9,862         -                 -                 15,588       26,471       

Investments 291            -                 -                 -                 291            540            

Other receipts 6,175         -                 501            -                 6,676         100            

Total received 37,797       9,862         19,254       -                 66,913       67,948       1

Expenditure on:

Raising funds 1,253         -                 31              -                 1,284         1,445         

Charitable activities 31,271       7,124         59,295       -                 97,690       55,915       

Other payments 1,527         9,773         -                 -                 11,301       17,325       

Total paid 34,051       16,897       59,326       -                 110,274     74,684       2

Reconciliation of funds:
Net income or (net expenditure) 3,746  (7,036)  (40,071)  -  (43,361)  (6,737)

Transfers between funds 467  -  (467)  -  -  -

Net movement in funds 4,213  (7,036)  (40,538)  -  (43,361)  (6,737)

Bank accounts at 01 January 32,918 34,913 88,327  - 156,159 162,895 

Bank accounts at 31 December £37,131 £27,877 £47,789  - £112,797 £156,159 

Unrestricted



Movable church furnishings held by the churchwardens on special trust for the PCC, which require a faculty for dispos-
al, are recognised but not valued in the Statement of Assets and Liabilities.  Financial Report for the year ended 31st 
December 2020, including the following notes, was approved by the PCC and signed on its behalf by The Revd. James 
Cooper, PCC Chairman:     

Signed The Revd James Cooper  

      The Reverend James Cooper on behalf of PCC on 6th March 2021!
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Statement of Assets and Liabilities

Total Total

General Designated Restricted Endowed All Funds All Funds Note

Fund Funds Fund/s Fund/s 2020 2019

Assets: £ £ £  £  £  £

PCC Accounts

Bank current account (Avg interest 0.00%) 15,561       -                 -                 15,561       36,213       

Bank Deposit account (Avg interest 0.00%) 21,570       17,141       -                 38,711       61,662       

CBF Investment Fund (Avg interest 0.00%) -                 9,369         47,789       57,158       56,916       

NatIonwide BS Account (Avg interest 0.10%) -                 1,368         -                 1,368         1,368         

Bank and deposit accounts £37,131 £27,877 £47,789  - £112,797 £156,159 

Gift Aid recoverable 130            -                 -                 -                 130            335            4

223            -                 223            220            

Debtors £353  -  -  - £353 £555 

Total assets £37,484 £27,877 £47,789  - £113,150 £156,714 

Liabilities:
Unpaid Diocesan fees - weddings/funerals  - -                 165 

Monies due to St Wilfrids re shared costs 83 83              127 

Uncleared payments:

Total liabilities  -  - £83  - £83 £292 

Unrestricted

Accumulated Chichestetr DBF Insurance Grant
  (4.86 units held by Diocese valued at £94.86)



1. Analysis of total received: 
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Total Total Notes
General Designated Restricted Endowed All Funds All Funds

Fund Funds Fund/s Fund/s 2020 2019

£ £ £  £  £  £

Planned giving (excl. tax refunds) 17,980       -                 183            -                 18,162       19,906       

Planned giving (no tax refunds) -                 -                 400            -                 400            900            

Loose cash collections 989            -                 235            -                 1,224         1,861         

Special appeals -                 -                 900            -                 900            314            

Gift Aid recovered 4,519         -                 236            -                 4,755         4,749         

Legacies 1,000         -                 -                 -                 1,000         250            

Grants 510            -                 16,428       -                 16,938       8,425         

Donations and legacies £24,997  - £18,382  - £43,379 £36,405 

Fees for weddings & funerals 608            -                 371            979            4,431         

Charitable activities £608  - £371  - £979 £4,431 

Sales of the parish magazine 2,477         -                 -                 -                 2,477         1,979         

Hall Income -                 9,862         -                 -                 9,862         19,828       3

Bookstall sales -                 -                 -                 -                 -                 254            

Fund raising events receipts 428            -                 -                 -                 428            3,944         

Christmas concert 2,821         -                 -                 -                 2,821         467            

Trading activities £5,727 £9,862  -  - £15,588 £26,471 

Bank & CBF deposit interest 291            -                 -                 -                 291            540            

Investments £291  -  -  - £291 £540 

Other receipts 6,175         -                 501            6,676         100            

Total received on all funds £37,797 £9,862 £19,254  - £66,913 £67,948 

Unrestricted



2. Analysis of total paid: 

3. The PCC has delegated responsibility for the financial management of the hall to a management team. The team 
are wholly accountable to the PCC. Distinct funds (both designated and restricted) have been retained such that, 
within the church’s overall financial arrangements, there is transparency on the operation of the hall. Despite the pan-
demic  

Despite the pandemic the Hall broke even in 2020 with income of £9700 evenly matched by expenditure; compared 
to a £6,000 surplus (on a £19,600 income) in 2019.  

At the end of 2020 a major refurbishment project was underway (using the opportunity of Lockdown to achieve this 
without interrupting bookings) to the main hall with a view to improving its rental position. This project will draw heav-
ily on the hall building funds and a portion of the hall general fund but still leave a minimum of 6 months expenditure 
in reserve.  

4.Gift Aid is recoverable on donations received up to year end. The last claim for 2020 was submitted in December 
2020 covering donations to 30 November 2020. A small amount due to the PCC at the end of the year is shown as a 
debtor within Assets (see page 8). 
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Total Total Notes
General Designated Restricted Endowed All Funds All Funds

Fund Funds Fund/s Fund/s 2020 2019

£ £ £  £  £  £

Fund raising even costs 10              -                 31              41              1,265         

Christmas concert expenses 1,243         -                 -                 1,243         180            

Raising funds £1,253  - £31  - £1,284 £1,445 

Charitable grants and donations 1,104         -                 2,647         3,751         1,232         5

Parish share to Chichester Diocese 16,193       -                 -                 16,193       15,117       6

Clergy and other people's expenses 547            -                 -                 547            1,265         

Mission & evangelism costs 523            -                 565            1,088         3,266         

Insurance 1,446         -                 -                 1,446         1,219         

Water, Gas, Electricity, and Oil 1,051         -                 -                 1,051         1,297         

Printing & photocopying 797            -                 1,881         2,678         1,321         5

Accounting and Examiner's fees 100            -                 -                 100            114            

Church maintenance & redecoration 8,777         -                 4,340         13,117       6,573         

New building work 734            7,124         49,863       57,721       24,510       

-                 

Charitable activities £31,271 £7,124 £59,295  - £97,690 £55,915 

Hall Costs -                 9,773         -                 9,773         15,233       3

Magazine printing 1,527         -                 -                 1,527         2,092         

Other payments £1,527 £9,773  -  - £11,301 £17,325 

Total paid on all funds £34,051 £16,897 £59,326 -                 £110,274 £74,684 

Unrestricted



5. During the year St George’s continued its practise of charitable giving and donations were made as outlined below. 

6.The Parish share to the Chichester Diocese is for the payment of Clergy and other central costs. The contribution 
being made by St George’s has increased to above 45% with a commitment being made to further improve this dur-
ing 2021. Nevertheless this is a known risk and is noted in the PCC’s Annual Report. 

7.The PCC does not directly employ staff and no payments were made to PCC members in the year other than for re-
imbursement of expenses incurred on behalf of the PCC and generally these were for fund raising activities. There 
were no transactions with persons related to members of the PCC nor charities classed as related party to the PCC. 
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Charitable grants and donations included:
2020 2019

Local Giving:
Mission to Seamen 150.00 142.00

Chichester Food Bank 782.00 50.00

Sports Relief 50.00

Dementia Support 250.00

4Streets Project 250.00

Children Society 847.01

Overseas Giving:
Disaster Emergency Committee - African Disaster 240.00

Kanoni Orphanage - General 900.00 800.00

Kagango Education Project 521.74

Total Charitable Grants and Donations £3,750.75 £1,232.00 

Percentage of Unrestricted Voluntary Church Income 15.00% 4.88%

£3,750.75 £1,232.00 



8. Statement of funds:"

Restricted funds are not invested permanently but are spent within reasonable timescales "
There are broadly three groups of restricted funds:"

Building Funds: 

• Building fund holding monies for church repairs but not held for a specific project 

• Organ fund originally established to hold monies to replace the organ but latterly for maintenance 

• Churchyard fund holds grants given by the parish council and other donors to support annual churchyard mainte-
nance 

• Heating fund holds monies raised to fund heating in the church and was used in part in 2020 to install remote switch-
ing on and off. 

Other Funds: 
• Legacies fund set up by an anonymous donor to support the church’s funds during lean years 

• Bequest D Murray set up by Dorothy to fund the Christmas and Easter treats at the children’s services 

• Children fund established to fund the activities of the junior church 

• Flower fund established to receive monies and make special payments in respect of flower provision in the church 

• Diocesan Fund holds the diocesan share of wedding/funeral receipts which are paid over quarterly 

• Anne Brisely fund holding monies to pay for a new candlestick for the church services 

• Charity Funds: A number of funds holding donations and collections which are periodically distributed to charities 
The Social Fund holds monies from coffee and tea serviced at the Sunday service plus other specific fund raising 
events which are distributed at Christmas to a number of charities 

• A Community Fund was established in 2020 to fund distribution of Covid 19 leaflets and to establish a Community 
Fund to help Donnington rebuild its sense of together-ness  and resilience in the aftermath of the pandemic. 

Unrestricted funds are not subject to any donor restrictions and can be spent as the PCC decides. However, the PCC 
has agreed that certain activities should hold monies to meet future liabilities. These designated funds include Church 
Toilet Fund, Hall General Fund and Hall Building Fund.  
"
Endowment funds are required by the donors to be invested and the income spent on specific objectives. At this 
point the PCC does not hold any Endowment funds  

The statement of all funds appears on the next page  
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Statement of funds at 31 December 2020
Balances Transfers, Balances

b/fwd other gains c/fwd Notes

01 January Income   Expenditure and losses 31 December
£ £  £  £  £

Restricted Funds
Building Funds

Building Fund 52,907 7,083  (41,256)  - 18,734 

Organ Fund 4,638 400  (275)  - 4,763 

Heating Fund 447  -  (217)  - 230 

Hall Extension 23,196  -  (10,530)  - 12,665 

Other Funds

Legacies (General) 1,000  -  -  - 1,000 

Bequest  D Murray 1,085  -  (31)  - 1,054 

Community Action  - 7,400  (1,294)  - 6,106 

Children Fund 198  -  -  - 198 

Flower Fund 898 17  (29)  - 886 

Chichester Diocesan Fund 165 371  (536)  -  -

Briesly "Candle" Fund 163  -  -  - 163 

HALL "Buntys" Legacy 180  -  -  - 180 3

Charity Funds

Social Fund 2,401 35  (849)  (467) 1,120 

Children Society 470 377  (847)  -  -

'Stone Pillow' 51 0  (51)  -  -

St Wilfrids Hospice Costs 127 2,446  (2,491)  - 83 

DEC Collection 3  -  -  - 3 

Kanoni General 401 1,125  (920)  - 605 

88,327 19,254  (59,326)  (467) 47,789 

Unrestricted Funds

General 32,918 37,797  (34,051) 467 37,131 

Church Toilet (Designated Fund) 7,124  -  (7,124)  -  -

HALL General (Designated) Fund 20,383 9,862  (9,773)  - 20,471 3

HALL Building (Designated) Fund 7,406  -  -  - 7,406 3

67,831 47,658  (50,949) 467 65,008 

Total funds £156,159 £66,913  £(110,274)  - £112,797 



 

Independent Examiner’s Report 
to the PCC of St Georges Church, Donnington for  
Year Ended 31st December, 2020 
This is my report to the Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish (PCC) of St George’s Donnington, on the 
annual report for the year ended 31st December 2020 set out on pages 9 to 15 

Respective responsibili-
ties of trustees and ex-

aminer 

Basis of independent  
examiner’s statement 

 Independent  
examiner's statement 

 

Examiner’s signature 

Examiner’s name 

 
Date 

The PCC members are responsible for the preparation of the annual reports. The PCC 
members consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144 of the 
Charities Act 2011 (“the Charities Act”) and that an independent examination is need-
ed.   

It is my responsibility to:  
1. examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act,  
2. to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Chari-

ty Commission (under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act, and  
3. to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the 
Charity Commission.  An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept 
by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  It also 
includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking 
explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertak-
en do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently 
no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a ‘true and fair’ view and the re-
port is limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention  

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in, any material respect, the re-
quirements: 

a. to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Charities 
Act; and  

b. to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply 
with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act 

  have not been met; or 
2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper  

understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 
PETER BROWN 

Peter Brown of 35 Stockbridge Gardens, Chichester. PO19 8RD 
 
23rd march 2021 
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