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 St. Bartholomew’s Church, Burwash 

Minutes of the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING held on 25 April 2021 
(held in church under Covid-19 conditions) 

 

Those present:  The Chairman and 2 Churchwardens plus 34 other persons. 

===============================================================

1.  Apologies for absence.  Pip Walters, Tricia Kirk, Pennie Howard 

2.  Minutes of the last meeting.  Shirley Viney proposed acceptance of the minutes of the delayed 

meeting held on 2 September 2020, seconded by Michael Mulholland.              

        Agreed unanimously with no abstentions  

3.  Matters arising.  There were none. 

4.  Rector’s report.  Omitted in interregnum 

5.  Future Plans.  Charles Merchant (in the chair) said that the focus would be on finding and 

installing a new Rector.  He expressed his gratitude on behalf of the whole Parish to both Vicky 

Patterson and Richard Harden for their skill and perseverance under Covid restrictions. 

6.  Election of Churchwardens for 2020/2021.  Vicky Patterson had been proposed by Charles 

Merchant and seconded by Ian Kirk; Richard Harden had been proposed by Ian Kirk and seconded by 

Charles Merchant.        

Elected unanimously with no abstentions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed:       Date: 
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St. Bartholomew’s Church, Burwash 

Minutes of the ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING held on 25 April 2021 
(held in church under Covid-19 conditions)  

 

Those present:  The Chairman (Charles Merchant) and 2 Churchwardens plus 34 other persons. 

================================================================

1.  Apologies for absence.  Pip Walters, Tricia Kirk, Pennie Howard 

2.  Minutes of the last meeting.  Peter Tovey proposed acceptance of the minutes of the delayed 

meeting held on 2 September 2020, seconded by Philip Cutler.               

        Agreed unanimously with no abstentions  

3.  Matters arising.  There were none. 

4.  Election of New Members.  Joanne Brown had been proposed by Richard Harden and seconded 

by Vicky Patterson; Rachel Thomson had been proposed by Richard Harden and seconded by Doreen 

Cartwright. 

Elected unanimously with no abstentions 

 5.  Treasurer’s Report.  Christopher Woodburn presented the financial statements for the year 

ended 31 December 2020 along with the 2020 Trustees’ Report.  The figures and a commentary had 

been distributed to all present.  There were no questions but and should there be any comments or 

questions these may to be sent to the treasurer for his response. 

Peter Tovey proposed adoption of the accounts. 

Seconded by Frank Sanderson and approved unanimously with no abstentions 

Christopher Woodburn was thanked by Charles Merchant for the report and the extremely demanding 

job he does as treasurer.  He has brought tenacity to the position and kept the parish solvent.  He 

deserves more than a vote of approval for all he has done. 

6.   Appointment of Independent Examiner.  Christopher Woodburn proposed appointment of Nick 

Wade, seconded by Ian Kirk. 

Appointed unanimously with no abstentions 

7.   Churchwardens’ Report.  Vicky Patterson and Richard Harden gave their report: 

Vicky explained that the previous annual report was last September, so this report covers about 8 

months. It includes some topics normally mentioned by the Rector. 

New Rector.  Revd. Sally left shortly after the last annual meetings, leaving us a new challenge, 

which was to co-ordinate the first recruitment ever of a Rector for the United Benefice of Burwash, 

Burwash Weald and Etchingham.  The Archdeacon briefed us on the complicated procedure but it 

was two months before the diocese triggered the start date.  Meanwhile work had begun on a United 

Benefice Profile (really a job prospectus) designed to lay out common requirements as well as 

individual parish preferences.  Luckily all five churchwardens had the same general idea, which was 

to find another Sally.  With some photographs from Deborah Knox-Watson and Valerie Tovey, we 

eventually arrived at an agreed document without too many contradictions in it.  Sincere thanks to the 

other two parishes for their friendly co-operation. 

This allowed a special legal meeting to be held, leading to the Archdeacon launching an advertising 

campaign.  Burwash alone has a different patron (someone with the power to present candidates) The 

closing date was Good Friday, the short list is out, and interviews are on 26
th

 April. 

If all the churchwardens like someone, it looks possible the benefice might have a new Rector in late 

summer or early autumn. 
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The Rectory was let last December, so the diocesan property department will need to give the tenants 

appropriate notice. 

The parish mustn’t forget to ask Sally and David back, when it’s possible, for a farewell party. 

Services.  St Bartholomew’s has stuck to our policy of opening for Sunday services whenever it has 

been legal.  We were closed in ‘Lockdown 3’ for four Sundays from mid-January to February at the 

strong request of the Rother Environmental Health Director and of the Bishop of Lewes, but 

otherwise we all owe a huge debt of thanks to Canon Patrick Sales, to Christo Corfield, and to Revds. 

Torhild Fikseaunet and Graham and Julia Lewis.  Attendance has been steady, but was particularly 

encouraging at marvellous Christmas and Easter services.  At Easter, the Bishop of Lewes came and 

really inspired the congregation.  There have been many appreciative notes from people who were 

there.  At Christmas and Easter we had a splendid socially- distanced choir – it was a delight to hear 

singing again.  Ian Kirk has cheered us up with organ music almost throughout this period, with some 

help from Emily Evans and Jack Gonsalez-Harding.  Many thanks to them.  Particular thanks also to 

our sacristan, Linda Young, for preparing and dressing the church week after week, and to our 

splendid flower arrangers and cleaning teams. 

It’s intended to return to something like the normal pattern of services before the new Rector starts, 

so that there is a routine in place.  But shortage of priests might make this difficult. 

There haven’t been any weddings but six are booked for this year.  Seven burials or interments of 

ashes have been conducted by Revd. Sally and Revs. Julia and Graham, always with attendance 

limited by Covid rules.  The PCC had agreed and prepared a plan for an event of national mourning, 

which was triggered on the death of Prince Philip on 9 April. 

What’s been lacking, of course, is any pastoral work or house visits.  Possibly that would have been 

limited during the pandemic anyway, even if we had a Rector, though Sally managed it until she left.  

And although the school came up to lay poppies and for carols class by class, this connection 

obviously hasn’t been helped by the pandemic or the interregnum. 

Vicky thanked Richard for assisting her. 

Richard continued the report: 

Fabric.  The main event for the church building was the successful re-roofing of the nave and aisles.  

Polegate Roofing have been widely praised for the project.  Together with painting the gutters, re-

routing the lightning conductor, some other repairs and work on the porch, the cost was a bit under 

£100,000.  Some reserves were drawn as the appeal didn’t reach its target.   

The usual run of small defects have mostly been solved, but it still isn’t certain that the porch is 

watertight in its south-east corner.  The Quinquennial report will be reviewed to see what work 

remains outstanding and to form a plan to complete the work before the 2023 inspection is due.  The 

church inventory is due to be updated too. 

The Health & Safety policy has been kept up to date, with various Risk Assessments completed when 

needed. 

New churchyard regulations have been approved by the PCC, and the mapping of graves has been 

updated.  In wet weather, the new churchyard becomes waterlogged, limiting the places the grave-

digger can safely work.   

There has been a problem with an incorrectly located fence in the Church Field, but this seems now to 

have been solved without great expense - in principle, if not yet in practice. 

Communication.  Spreading news and information is important.  Shirley Viney runs an invaluable 

eBulletin with about 80 people able to hear instantly about events and services, including sudden 

changes forced by Covid.  The church website has been shifted to a platform provided by the Church 

of England called ‘A Church Near You’.  This can be updated more easily than the previous 

arrangement.  There is a calendar there which should show all bookings for the church and so avoid 

clashes.  Richard asked for any nice and relevant pictures to be sent in for the online gallery. 
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Burwash Village Magazine is published by St Bartholomew’s and needs to be kept going.  Printing 

was stopped from April last year because the possible spread of infection became controversial.  

Online publishing has been continued, but now printing will restart from June onwards.   

In future there will be ten editions a year to give the editor, contributors and distributors a rest in 

August and December.  The wardens thanked Deborah Knox-Watson and Caroline Huband for 

editing it, and Martin Parrott for taking over the essential task of advertisement manager.   

Richard encouraged those present to write articles about anything that interests or amuses them, and 

asked that the work be sent to the editor using the email address in the magazine (or given to the 

wardens by those who don’t like email). 

Volunteers.  The churchwardens had many other people to thank, but first Richard mentioned that 

the need for volunteers is undiminished.  If the load can be spread widely, there’s less for each 

individual to do. 

Some of our stalwart parish volunteers had been mentioned above.  Heartfelt thanks were offered to 

the others, who hopefully will soon restart their duties: 

The servers, bell ringers, coffee rota people, Tuesday Drop-In ladies and gentlemen, Shirley Viney 

who runs ‘Coffee, Cake and Chat’, lockers and unlockers, Sunday Club and Pathfinders leaders and 

the young people who attend, churchyard tidy working parties, Communications group, Worship 

group, Fundraising group and everyone who gives so generously at our fundraising events.   

Jo Brown is our vital link with the school, Lesley Woodburn looks after Diocesan Family Support 

Work, Gary Churchill oversees the electoral roll, Mary Westhead takes care of Safeguarding, Margot 

Sanderson produces the rota of sidesmen and readers, Pip Walters organised the intercessions rota 

(now Celia Merchant), Charles Merchant hoists the flags on the right days (as well as doing so many 

other things), David McGovern maintains and winds the clock, Peter Tovey has taken on data 

protection, Tricia Kirk collates and returns church stats, Alison Jarvis will take the minutes and Sally 

Gomer keeps score of planned giving.  The parish simply wouldn’t function without them.  Richard 

asked that any volunteer not mentioned please excuse us and consider themselves included! 

David Dunham was specially thanked for his role as Assistant Churchwarden, as well as the members 

of the PCC Standing Committee for their much valued advice and the PCC for their continued 

support of the church. The wardens were so pleased that Jo Brown and Rachel Thomson had been re-

elected, and grateful to the three members who had finished their two terms of faithful service on the 

PCC: Paul McColl, Richard Maude-Roxby and Lesley Woodburn. 

Richard gave his opinion that Chris Woodburn is quite the most excellent treasurer we’ve ever had 

and said how grateful he was.  He thanked Vicky for staying in office for a seventh year, for her 

efficiency and for teaching him a lot about the job. 

8.   Questions and answers.  To a question by Deborah McColl Vicky Patterson explained that 

there are 3 people on the shortlist for Rector, however she could not divulge any further information 

at present. 

9.   Any questions on the reports displayed.  The following reports had been displayed in the 

church porch for the last two Sundays, and will be retained in the minute book: 

  Accounts & Trustees’   Safeguarding   Diocesan Synod 

 Planned Giving Scheme  Electoral Roll   PCC Members 

 Youth Co-ordinator   Deanery Synod   

There were no questions. 
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10. Any other business. To a question by Hugo Kruisinga, Richard Harden stated it would be 

possible to make the minutes of the meeting available on the website. 

Charles Merchant suggested a round of applause for all the many people who help. 

The Vice Chairman closed the meeting with the Grace. 

 

 

 

 

Signed:        Date: 




