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Christ is Risen 

A Joint Benefice Service of the 
Word 

for Easter 7 May 16th 2021 

‘Sunday after Ascension Day’ 
 
 
 

 
Welcome by Revd Steven 
If you have a Candle at home this can be used as a 
*Paschal Candle. 
Please light your Easter Candle 
 
May the light of Christ, rising in glory,  
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 
Amen 
Grace, mercy and peace from our Lord Jesus Christ 
 
Hymn: Morning Has Broken - Cat Stevens 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=we-n-Zmglt0 
 
Opening Prayer and confession 
 
This is the God we serve. A God of love, of healing and power. 
Alleluia 
This is the God we serve. A God who loves us with a Father's love. 
Alleluia 
A God who laughs as we laugh, and suffers as we suffer 
Alleluia 
A God whose touch brings not only healing but wholeness  
Alleluia 

Thanksgiving and Praise  

Christ is the living water  

cleansing, refreshing, making all things new.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=we-n-Zmglt0
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Christ is the living bread;  

food for the hungry,  

strength for the pilgrim and the labourer.  

So now we offer our thanks  

for the beauty of our land  

for the wild places  

for the mountains, the coast and the sea.  

We offer thanks and praise to God for this good land;  

for its trees and pastures,  

for its plentiful crops  

and the skills we have learned to grow them.  

Our thanks for our villages and the cities we have built;  

for science and discoveries,  

for our life together,  

for our churches,  

for the continued life of prayer in our communities.  

Forgiveness  

We come seeking forgiveness  

for all we have failed to be and do  

as members of Christ’s body.  

In God there is forgiveness. 

Loving and all-seeing God,  

forgive us where we have failed to support one another  

and to be what we claim to be.  

Forgive us where we have failed to serve you;  

and where our thoughts and actions have been  

contrary to yours we ask your pardon.  

God forgives us; be at peace.  

Silence 
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Rejoice and be glad,  

for Christ is resurrection,  

reconciliation for all the human race.  

We shall all be one in Christ,  

one in our life together.  

Praise to God who has created us,  

praise to God who has accepted us,  

praise to God who sends us into the world  

 
Reading by Theresa  

Psalm 1 

1 Blessed is the one 
    who does not walk in step with the wicked 
or stand in the way that sinners take 
    or sit in the company of mockers, 
2 but whose delight is in the law of the LORD, 
    and who meditates on his law day and night. 
3 That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, 
    which yields its fruit in season 
and whose leaf does not wither— 
    whatever they do prospers. 

4 Not so the wicked! 
    They are like chaff 
    that the wind blows away. 
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
    nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 
    but the way of the wicked leads to destruction. 

 
Hymn: I Am the Bread of Life 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CRMbh8ViUI 
 
Reading by Mike Plant  
1 John 5:9-13 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CRMbh8ViUI
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9 We believe human testimony; but God's testimony is much stronger, and he 

has given this testimony about his Son. 10 So those who believe in the Son of 

God have this testimony in their own heart; but those who do not believe God, 

have made a liar of him, because they have not believed what God has said 

about his Son. 11 The testimony is this: God has given us eternal life, and this 

life has its source in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has this life; whoever does 

not have the Son of God does not have life. 

Eternal Life 

13 I am writing this to you so that you may know that you have eternal life—you 

that believe in the Son of God 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
Sermon by Revd Steven 1 John 5:9-13 
1 John 5: 9-13 - Testimony concerning the Son of God 
In our reading this week, we hear from John’s first letter about the assurance 
of knowing that we have eternal life.  This is because it is the testimony of God, 
as he writes “11 And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life 
is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son 
of God does not have life.”  
This is what is to be believed over than human testimony.  We can know that 
God is right over human’s in my view, because it is only God who could come 
up with a plan where he could speak to and bring salvation to the world 
through his Son. The cross was a way of human punishment, where God used 
the cross to take away the punishment of our sins and bring salvation to all 
who believe. This is the way that God shows his great love for us and the way 
he wants us to know him and have life in him. 
For example, the human testimony on how we live with our neighbour, is what 
Peter said in Matthew 18:21-22, thinking he is being overly generous, says to 
forgive someone 7 times, when Jesus answers 70 X 7, therefore to forgive 
always. We do this because God forgives us all the time. 
John is saying that we have eternal life we have in knowing God through his 
Son. Jesus the Son is the only one who can forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.  We are then given the precious gift of the Holy Spirit in 
our lives.  This life is a unique life, a spiritual life, where we are in relationship 
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with God and his Son. This eternal life is a life that is with us in our earthly lives 
and will continue beyond our earthly life to an everlasting life in heaven with 
him. 
John says that we accepted to God through God’s grace and our faith in him 
and his Son. As we grow in our relationship with God, the assurance of this life 
becomes clearer and stronger, which enables us to then step out and serve 
God to the best of our ability. 
This new dimension of living and relationship with God, gives us the life of God 
in ourselves and we become mature and know God and his ways, so that we 
live out these ways in our lives and live life to the full. 
We trust in God’s Son, Jesus Christ and in his word which casts out all doubt 
and fear in our lives. Jesus abides with us through his word and Spirit in our 
lives and helps us to love God and our neighbour and we slowly change in our 
attitudes towards God, our neighbour and his Kingdom.  May we have joy, that 
God abides with us and we with him and have assurance of eternal life. 
 
 Amen. 
 
Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith 

in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
All   Christ died for our sins 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he was buried; 
he was raised to life on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
afterwards he appeared to his followers, 
and to all the apostles: 
this we have received, 
and this we believe. 
Amen. 

 
 
Hymn: O Breath of Life, Come Sweeping Through Us 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3bsgoPjcg4 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3bsgoPjcg4
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Prayers of Intercession read by Mike Grimes  
 
Intersessions for Sunday 17th May  

7th Sunday after Easter 

Everlasting God Your son Jesus’ Ascension into heaven marked the culmination 
of the Paschal Mystery. May we live life in the same way as his disciples did at 
that time, knowing no sense of abandonment but patiently awaiting the 
promised gift of the Holy Spirit. 

(Short Silence) 

Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

Holy God we thank you for our church leaders; locally in our Churches and 
throughout the Church in the UK and the world. We pray too for our 
relationship with the Church Congregations in our Benefice giving thanks for 
our fellowship and use or all their premises for the recording of our worship 
during this last year of lockdowns. 

(Short Silence) 

Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

Creator God help the people of your world make the best use of science and 
technology in order to achieve a better life on this planet. We especially pray 
for the development of renewable power technologies to reduce in impact on 
our community and in the world. Protect people of third world countries from 
being exploited and underpaid for their labour just so that we can enjoy cheap 
luxury goods at their expense.  We especially pray for the fair distribution of 
the Coronavirus vaccine to the whole needy world. 

(Short Silence) 

Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

Father God your Son remained with his disciples after his resurrection, 
teaching them to love all people as neighbours. Thank you for our families, 
friends and fellow Christians and for the people with whom we work or share 
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our daily lives. We pray for those who are lonely, those isolated because of age 
or ill-health, and those who find it difficult to make friends or be accepted. 

Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

Loving God we remember this morning those who are sick, sad or lonely and 
those who are brave and patient when things are going wrong. We pray that 
they may be aware of your comforting presence and know that in your hands 
they are safe and loved. 

Tom Clarke 
Gerry Lewsey  
Sadie Russell 
Jean Webber 
Elliott  
Sue Wilson 
Sarah, Diane and Den’s daughter 
Tony Grinstead 
Anne Cowell  
Eunice Siggins  
Keith Marshall 
Len Chapman 
John Hurren 
And all known to us that need your healing power at this time: 

Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we raise before you all who have died and who are now with 
your ascended Son Jesus Christ.  We pray for those who have recently died, for 
their resurrection into Your kingdom and for those whose anniversary falls at 
this time. We especially pray for all that we know need your prayers at this 
time. 

(Short Silence) 

Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

Everlasting God open our eyes to see You acting in our lives and our hearts to 
understand not only what you do for us but what you call us to do to live the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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Merciful father:  
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
Amen 
 
We joint together in the Lord’s Prayer: 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours now  
and for ever. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving, blessing and praise be yours,  
God of the incarnation;  
because you care for us and for our prayer.  
May our love for you and our likeness to you  
be strengthened every time we pray.  
Amen.  
 
Praise 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

All   He has given us new life and hope. 

He has raised Jesus from the dead. 

God has claimed us as his own. 

All   He has brought us out of darkness. 

He has made us light to the world. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
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All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
The Peace 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All   and also with you. 
 
Hymn Peace To You 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Suw9XBBzvDQ 
 
The blessing of the Trinity 
the blessing of God 
who is in this place and every place; 
the blessing of Jesus 
who is among us, often unrecognised; 
the blessing of the Holy Spirit 
encouraging us to welcome and to feel at home; 
be with us all. 
 

We go on our way in peace, in love and share our faith with all we meet on our 
journey, that our intention be fulfilled and we may return home in peace, 
safety and joy. Amen.  

Let us proceed in Peace on our journey in Faith  

 We will in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
Final Hymn: 'There's a sweet, sweet spirit in this place'. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9EGwkimNeQ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Suw9XBBzvDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9EGwkimNeQ
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Notices 

 

Chapel Service 

Our weekly Holy Communion service at 9am on Thursday mornings at 

St Peter’s Chapel in Bradwell, will continue from Thursday 20th May. 

 

Spiritual Communion 

Steven Poss is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Spiritual Communion 

Time: May 16, 2021 10:00 AM London 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81660434704?pwd=REFpM3MvazVhZkRWT

2dXSHpRUFNIZz09  

Meeting ID: 816 6043 4704 

Passcode: 988576 

 

Bible Study – Gospel of Mark 

Steven Poss is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Bible Study 

Time: May 19, 2021 07:30 PM London 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82543005414?pwd=VW0zS3FXTnRKNWZE

VDdLK3RUTk9YZz09  

Meeting ID: 825 4300 5414 

Passcode: 342482 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81660434704?pwd=REFpM3MvazVhZkRWT2dXSHpRUFNIZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81660434704?pwd=REFpM3MvazVhZkRWT2dXSHpRUFNIZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82543005414?pwd=VW0zS3FXTnRKNWZEVDdLK3RUTk9YZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82543005414?pwd=VW0zS3FXTnRKNWZEVDdLK3RUTk9YZz09
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Thy Kingdom Come Initiative – Please read the information via the 

link below and join in with prayer from Thursday to 23 May 

Thy Kingdom Come! | Chelmsford Diocese (anglican.org) 

 

Supporting good mental health 

The effects of mental health problems are huge, and given the 

challenging times we are living in with coronavirus, it's more important 

than ever that we take steps to support good mental health. 

To that end, we've updated our mental health reflections with new 
material to provide hope, reassurance and comfort.  

The 13 daily reflections are also available as a podcast series. Listen 
using the player below, or subscribe wherever you get your podcasts. 

Supporting good mental health | The Church of England 

 

 

https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/thy-kingdom-come
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health

