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Opening Prayer and confession 
 

Christ is Risen 

A Joint Benefice Service of the Word 

for Easter 4 April 25th 2021 

‘The stone you builders rejected, has 
become the cornerstone.’ and 

‘I am the good shepherd’ 
 
 

 
 
If you have a Candle at home this can be used as a 
*Paschal Candle. 
Please light your Easter Candle 
 
May the light of Christ, rising in glory,  
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 
Amen 
Grace, mercy and peace from our Lord Jesus Christ 
 
 
 

Hymn: The Lord's My Shepherd - Stuart Townend 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pN4tPkX0MG0 
 
 
"I am the good shepherd. the good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep." 

"The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down 
in green pastures, he leads me beside still waters, he restores my soul" 

 
This is the God we serve. A God of love, of healing and power. 
Alleluia 
This is the God we serve. A God who loves us with a Father's love. 
Alleluia 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pN4tPkX0MG0
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A God who laughs as we laugh, and suffers as we suffer 
Alleluia 
A God whose touch brings not only healing but wholeness  
Alleluia 
 

Thanksgiving and Praise  

Christ is the living water  

cleansing, refreshing, making all things new.  

Christ is the living bread;  

food for the hungry,  

strength for the pilgrim and the labourer.  

So now we offer our thanks  

for the beauty of our land  

for the wild places  

for the mountains, the coast and the sea.  

We offer thanks and praise to God for this good land;  

for its trees and pastures,  

for its plentiful crops  

and the skills we have learned to grow them.  

Our thanks for our villages and the cities we have built;  

for science and discoveries,  

for our life together,  

for our churches,  

for the continued life of prayer in our communities.  

Forgiveness  

We come seeking forgiveness  

for all we have failed to be and do  

as members of Christ’s body.  

Silence  

In God there is forgiveness. 
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Loving and all-seeing God,  

forgive us where we have failed to support one another  

and to be what we claim to be.  

Forgive us where we have failed to serve you;  

and where our thoughts and actions have been  

contrary to yours we ask your pardon.  

God forgives us; be at peace.  

Silence 

Rejoice and be glad,  

for Christ is resurrection,  

reconciliation for all the human race.  

We shall all be one in Christ,  

one in our life together.  

Praise to God who has created us,  

praise to God who has accepted us,  

praise to God who sends us into the world  

 
 
Reading by Chris Orrin 
Acts 4.5-12 

5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in 
Jerusalem. 6 Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, 
Alexander and others of the high priest’s family. 7 They had Peter and John 
brought before them and began to question them: ‘By what power or what 
name did you do this?’ 

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: ‘Rulers and elders of the 
people! 9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown 
to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then know 
this, you and all the people of Israel: it is by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this 
man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is 

‘“the stone you builders rejected, 
    which has become the cornerstone.”[a] 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+4+&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-27034a
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12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to mankind by which we must be saved.’ 

Hymn Christ is our cornerstone 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BwXwDO_wjYM 
 
Reading by Ella Hand 
1 John 3:16-24  

16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And 

we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has 

material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on 

them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not 

love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 

19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts 

at rest in his presence: 20 if our hearts condemn us, we know that God is 

greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts 

do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive from him 

anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases 

him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, 

and to love one another as he commanded us. 24 The one who keeps God’s 

commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives 

in us: we know it by the Spirit he gave us. 

 
Gospel reading by Revd Brigid Main 
 John 10:11-18 

11 ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So 

when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then 

the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a 

hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 

14 ‘I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me – 15 just 

as the Father knows me and I know the Father – and I lay down my life for the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BwXwDO_wjYM
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sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheepfold. I must bring them 

also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one 

shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life – only to 

take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. 

I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command 

I received from my Father.’ 

 
 
Talk by Lorrain Holliday 
 
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 
your sight, o lord my strength and my redeemer. Psalm 19 v14. 
I was watching the TV the other day and a young woman was speaking to a 
reporter. She said that she had gone to the park to lay a 
flower to show solidarity with the other women. It was meant to be a peaceful 
protest. She did not know how it had happened but she had ended up striking 
a policeman. She said she was really sorry that she had done that. It struck me 
as interesting. It is not often that people say they are sorry. Usually they try to 
place the blame on someone else. I wondered how many of the crowd in 
Jerusalem, incited by the leaders to demand the ultimate price for 
Jesus, woke up the next morning and wondered how they had come to take 
part in such action. 
Did they feel remorse for what they had done? 
Were they sorry for their part in it? 
Almost certainly the animosity of the crowd had been terrifying. The disciples 
had kept well out of the way not wanting to get caught up in the 
violence, not wanting to end up victims of the mass hysteria. We all know 
about this kind of crowd anger. How many times have we seen it on the news? 
One group of people, one tribe, one political party inflicting atrocities on 
another group. Jesus gave us two very simple commandments, to love god and 
to love one another. Two thousand years later and we still have not mastered 
it. Yet here in our reading we have those same disciples, no longer hiding from 
an angry crowd, no longer thinking it was all over and that they might as well 
go home. No, they are actively out there. They are walking around Jerusalem. 
They are declaring Jesus as Lord. They are healing the sick. They are no longer 
afraid. 
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Already in Acts we have heard that the holy spirit had descended on the 
disciples at Pentecost. They had preached in Jerusalem and everyone had 
heard them speaking in their own language. The people were amazed and 
three thousand were baptised. Just before our reading today, Peter and John 
had been walking towards the temple. Peter had healed the man who was 
lame from birth. The man was naturally ecstatic and it aroused interest and a 
crowd gathered. Peter preached to these people about Jesus. He told them 
that it was the name of Jesus that had healed the man. Peter and John were 
arrested and put into prison until the next day but five thousand people heard 
the word and believed. This seems like an incredible number to us but I believe 
there is a good reason for these conversions. When Peter talks to the crowds, 
he is not trying to convince them that what he is saying about the resurrection 
is true. He is not producing the women who visited the tomb on 
Easter morning, or Thomas who had declared Jesus as his Lord and God, or 
others who had met the risen Christ. All he says is “and you killed the author of 
life, whom god raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses” Acts 3 v 15. 
Personally I think when he says “we are witnesses” he is not just talking about 
the disciples, he is referring to everyone who was in Jerusalem. Those crowds 
that had been demanding the execution of Jesus must have known that 
something strange had happened. There would have been stories flying about, 
after all this was an oral society and that was the way you heard the news. The 
body had vanished, the tomb was empty, the stone rolled away, Jesus had 
risen, he had been seen, he had talked to numerous people, he was alive and 
much to the amazement of everyone these stories were not being denied by 
the authorities. The very people, the priests and the elders, who should have 
been able to produce the evidence to contradict these rumours, the very 
people who are so quick to arrest and condemn the disciples, are decidedly 
quiet on the contradictory evidence front. So when Peter says “to this we are 
witnesses” is he including the crowd? Were there people in the crowd who 
were regretting their actions, thinking that they had got this very wrong, that 
they had made a bad choice, were they sorry just like that young woman at the 
start. Peter preaches to them and tells them that Jesus is the Messiah. He tells 
them to repent and turn away from their sins, so that their sins can be wiped 
out and that they will be blessed. It says in Acts that every day more were 
added to the number of believers. With such powerful stories prevalent in 
Jerusalem perhaps it is not surprising that many turned to Christ. 
The leaders, the priests, Pharisees, sadducees and elders, brought the disciples 
before them and asked them by whose authority the deed 
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had been done. Peter is very respectful, but points out that it was a good deed 
to heal the lame man, one should not be blamed for doing a good deed. In the 
reading from John 3, we are reminded that Jesus laid down his life for us 
and that we should be prepared to lay down our lives for one another. “How 
does God's love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother 
or sister in need and yet refuses help?” John 3 v 17. Peter saw a brother in 
need and helped him. He tells the leaders that it was done in the name of Jesus 
of Nazareth whom they crucified and god raised from the dead. 
The leaders do not deny this statement, they have the opportunity to do so, 
but instead they say nothing. Peter filled with the Holy Spirit tells them that 
“Jesus was the stone that was rejected by you the builders; it has now become 
the cornerstone” 4 v 11. The leaders who should have been building the love 
of god in the people have failed. Jesus will become the new foundation and 
salvation will be through him. The only action the Leaders take is to try to 
persuade Peter and John to keep quiet about the resurrection and stop 
preaching about Jesus. The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection and 
they wanted to stop the disciples from spreading this news to the people but 
they could not. The good shepherd had laid down his life for his sheep. The 
hired hands, in the shape of the Leaders, were not prepared to do that. They 
ran away from their responsibilities because they did not care for the sheep 
but only their own interests. Jesus, our saviour, loves us. He is our shepherd 
and we are his sheep. He cares for us and protects us. He laid down his life for 
us. We hear his voice and follow him. We are a part of his flock and we must 
abide by his teaching. We must love and care for one another. We must keep 
his commandments. It should not really be that difficult. There are only two! 
The other reading from John says in ch 3 v 18 “Little children, let us love, not in 
word and speech, but in truth and action”. 
Amen 
 
Prayers of Intercession read by Theresa Reed 
 
Intercessions for Easter 4  
 
Holy God, your Son remained with his disciples for 40 days after his 
resurrection, teaching them to love all people as friends and neighbours. 
 
We too are his disciples and we offer our prayers on behalf of the church, the 
world in which we live and all those with whom we share it. 
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Loving God, the letter of John reminds us that “ If anyone has material 
possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how 
can the love of God be in that person?”  Help us as a Church to try to aspire to 
love with actions and truth and not merely with words or speech. 
 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 
 
Loving God we pray for all world leaders that, using Jesus Christ the Good 
Shepherd as the ultimate model of leadership, they would lead and care for 
their own flocks in such a way that peace might abound, righteousness flourish 
and injustice be eradicated. 
 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 
 
Father God, help us to reach out to strangers in our midst.  As we remember 
the way the early Church lived in one heart and mind and shared everything 
they had may we too in this Church be always mindful of the needs of others 
less fortunate and always welcome the newcomer joyfully into our midst. 
 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 
 
Loving God we pray for those who do not know your peace and for those who 
are struggling with their lives.  We ask for your healing on those who are sick, 
your strength for those who are tired and your love for those who live with 
despair and fear: We pray for: 
 
Marc Cooper 
Tom Clarke 
Jo Cable  
Gerry Lewsey  
Sadie Russell 
Jean Webber 
Elliott  
Sue Wilson 
Sarah, Diane and Den’s daughter 
Tony Grinstead 
Anne Cowell  
Eunice Siggins  
Keith Marshall 
Len Chapman 
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And all known to us: 
 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 
 
Gracious God, we pray for those who now walk in the valley of the shadow of 
death. We know from the Psalm that you are with them and have gone before 
them to prepare them a table overflowing with all good things.  Guide those 
who are left behind in the paths of righteousness and uphold them in their 
sorrow with the assurance of your goodness and love. 
 
We are thinking of Jean Webber at this time after the sad loss of Fr. Lionel. 
 
We pray for the families of: 
Rose Seabourne  
George Ferguson  
Matthew Lee.  
Sally Stewart  
 
Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 
 
Everlasting God, we ask that you would bless us here in this benefice with 
vision for a new future and service plan whilst having reverence for the past.  
Guide us each day as we minister to one another and to the world.  Help us 
each day to bear witness to your name and to do your bidding, always mindful 
of your amazing love for us. 
 
Merciful father:  
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
Amen 
 
We joint together in the Lord’s Prayer: 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
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Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours now  
and for ever. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving, blessing and praise be yours,  
God of the incarnation;  
because you care for us and for our prayer.  
May our love for you and our likeness to you  
be strengthened every time we pray.  
Amen.  
 
Hymn As the deer pants for the water 
 
 
The blessing of the Trinity 
the blessing of God 
who is in this place and every place; 
the blessing of Jesus 
who is among us, often unrecognised; 
the blessing of the Holy Spirit 
encouraging us to welcome and to feel at home; 
be with us all. 
 

We go on our way in peace, in love and share our faith with all we meet on our 
journey, that our intention be fulfilled and we may return home in peace, 
safety and joy. Amen.  

Let us proceed in Peace on our journey in Faith  

 We will in the name of Christ. Amen. 

Final Hymn: The King of Love our Shepherd is 
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Notices 

Zoom Worship – Sunday 25 April – 10am 

 

Steven Poss is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: Zoom Worship 

Time: Apr 25, 2021 10:00 AM London 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89589170445?pwd=SHJIa1NDcFBKNytWekNHQUhYUVZrQT09  

 

Meeting ID: 895 8917 0445 

Passcode: 845446 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89589170445?pwd=SHJIa1NDcFBKNytWekNHQUhYUVZrQT09

