
Good Friday Something 
2nd April 2021 – John 18 & 19 

As we are not meeting together and it is a very long 
reading, please read it yourselves, slowly, absorbing the 
narrative as if for the first time.  I will only outline the story 
and mention some things that inform my faith….. 

Jesus and his disciples cross the Kidron valley to a 
garden.  Judas, who has betrayed Jesus to the religious 
authorities, arrives with soldiers and police from the chief 
priests carrying lanterns and weapons to arrest him.  He 
is arrested and bound and is taken alone to Annas 
(father-in-law of Caiaphas who was the high priest that 
year).   He is questioned about his disciples and his 

teaching…….to which Jesus replies that he had done nothing in secret: ‘Ask those who 
heard what I said to them.’  For this answer Jesus is struck on the face!  He is then sent to 
Caiaphas. 

Meanwhile Peter is denying Jesus, and the cock crows…….. 

Jesus is then taken from Caiaphas to Pilate’s HQ; it is still early in the morning.  Pilate 
comes out to them and asks ‘What accusation do you bring against this man?’  They give 
no accusation; so Pilate tells them to judge Jesus themselves according to their laws.  ‘We 
are not permitted to put anyone to death’, they reply to Pilate. 

Pilate goes inside his HQ again and asks Jesus directly, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’  
Jesus responds by asking Pilate if this question comes from himself, or if others have told 
Pilate about him. Pilate answers that it is Jesus’ own nation and the chief priests who have 
handed him over (presumably so that the Romans could do their dirty work, and condemn 
Jesus to death), and he asks again ‘What have you done?’ Jesus then answers, ‘My 
kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be 
fighting to keep me from being handed over . . . But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.’ 
When Pilate asks yet again if he is a king, Jesus refuses to answer, saying only ‘for this I 
came into the world, to testify to the truth’.  

Pilate goes out to the chief priests again and tells them he finds no case against Jesus. ‘But 
you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to 
release for you the King of the Jews?’  They shout ‘Not this man’, but release Barabbas the 
bandit! 

Pilate has Jesus flogged, and soldiers place a crown of thorns on his head and put a purple 
robe on him, striking him in the face. When Jesus is led out, the chief priests and the police 
shout ‘Crucify him!’  Pilate evidently knows that they are trying to manipulate him into 
ordering the execution of Jesus for claiming to be a king, because anybody also claiming to 
be a King would be an enemy of the emperor!   Shouts of ‘Crucify him’ continue, until Pilate 
gives way to their demands and hands Jesus over to be crucified to death. 



Jesus is crucified along with two others at a place called Golgotha with a sign above his 
head reading ‘Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews’. The chief priests protest against 
this, but Pilate insists; and has the sign written in three languages! Jesus’ clothes are 
divided among the soldiers carrying out the crucifixion, and there standing near the cross 
are the women, including his mother and Mary Magdalene. Jesus asks for a drink, and sour 
wine is offered, after which Jesus declares ‘It is finished’. ‘Then he bowed his head and 
gave up his spirit.’………His side is pierced to ensure that he is dead.   

Joseph of Arimathea (a secret disciple of Jesus) seeks permission from Pilate to take 
Jesus’ body and bury it in a new tomb.  Nicodemus also comes bringing an ointment to 
embalm Jesus’ body and they wrap it with spices in linen cloths.     Much to ponder…. 

Jesus was betrayed and arrested because the religious elite took against him.  They 
twisted and schemed and provided initially no accusation against him to Pilate (as the 
Roman governor).  The chief priests met at night to decide how to play Pilate in order to 
have Jesus put to death.  Justice didn’t come into it!  The status quo must be upheld and 
Jesus could not be allowed to continue to upset the apple-cart!   

Pilate initially was strongly against the cunning schemes of the chief priests but became 
increasingly nervous as they ramped-up the pressure and basically black-mailed him.   

Jesus died by torture (crucifixion), having been abandoned by his disciples out of fear. 
Even Peter (the rock) denied even knowing him three times, then the cock crowed – but he 
was forgiven……there is hope for us all? 

This image of Jesus on the Cross is somewhat sanitised.        No blood; from the crown of 
thorns, from the flogging, the strike to the face or the from the nails.                            

Here is a Good Friday time-line: 

Jesus spends the night under arrest (after the Last Supper) and early in the morning he is 
taken to the chief priests. From there;                             
6 a.m. he stands before Pilate and according to Luke’s gospel, 
before Herod (as King.)                    
7 a.m. Jesus is returned to Pilate and is sentenced to death.   
8 a.m. Jesus is led away to Calvary.                        
9 a.m. (the Third Hour) Jesus is Crucified and forgives those 
who have brought him to this place. The soldiers cast lots for 
his clothing. Jesus is mocked by the crowds and at some point 
speaks to his Mother.                                     
12 noon (the Sixth Hour) darkness falls.                                                                     
1 p.m. Jesus cries out to the Father – why have you forsaken 
me?    And he declares he is thirsty.                                                                                                                             
2 p.m. Jesus says ‘It is finished.’ and he commits his spirit into 
the Father’s hands.                              
3 p.m. (the Ninth Hour) Jesus breathes his last, his side is 
pierced and he is taken down and buried before the end of the 
day (the twelfth hour, 6 p.m.)  


