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3rd Sunday of Easter 

Hymn: Christ is live! 

Christ is alive let Christians sing 

The cross stands empty to the sky 

Let streets and homes with praises ring 

Love drowned in death shall never die 

Christ is alive no longer bound 

To distant years in Palestine 

But saving healing here and now 

And touching every place and time 

In every insult rift and war 

Where colour scorn or wealth divide 

Christ suffers still yet loves the more 

And lives where even hope has died 

Women and men in age and youth 

Can feel the Spirit hear the call 

And find the way the life the truth 

Revealed in Jesus freed for all 

Christ is alive and comes to bring 

Good news to this and every age 

Till earth and sky and ocean ring 

With joy with justice love and praise 

Brian Arthur Wren (b. 1936) 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He has given us new life and hope. 

He has raised Jesus from the dead. 
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God has claimed us as his own. 

He has brought us out of darkness. 

He has made us light to the world. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Acts 3:12-19 

When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, 

‘You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you 

stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made 

him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his 

servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the 

presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him.  

‘But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to 

have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of 

life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 

witnesses. 

‘And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man 

strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through 

Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all 

of you.’ 

‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did 

also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold 

through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 

Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be 

wiped out.’  

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
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Luke 24: 36b-48 

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood 

among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were 

seeing a ghost.  

He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts 

arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that 

it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have 

flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ 

And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and 

his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still 

wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’  

They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate 

in their presence. 

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to 

you while I was still with you—that everything written about 

me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must 

be fulfilled.’ 

Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and 

he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer 

and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 

name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 

witnesses of these things.’  

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
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Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 

with power from on high.   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

A collect for the 3rd Sunday of Easter 

Risen Christ, you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh 

hope: strengthen us to proclaim your risen life and fill us with 

your peace, to the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

Let us pray to God for the needs of the world. 

The disciples thought that their hope was gone after Jesus 

was killed on the cross, but when they were at their lowest 

ebb Jesus came to them and comforted them. May all those 

people today who are feeling anxious or alone know your 

presence with them, comforting them and giving them the 

hope that they need.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

The disciples were frightened when they encountered the 

risen Jesus, thinking that he was a ghost. May we bring your 

comfort to all those people today who are afraid: those who 

are living in places or war or unrest; those who fear violence 

from members of their own household; those who fear 

poverty or homelessness. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Lord Jesus, when you walked with us on earth you spread 

your healing power. We place in your loving care all who are 

affected by coronavirus or any other disease. Keep us strong 

in faith, hope and love. Bring relief to our sick, console our 

bereaved, protect those who care for us. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We lift our prayer to you Lord, and trust in your infinite mercy, 

as we wait for the daybreak. Amen. 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with 

confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Living God, your Son made himself known to his disciples in 

the breaking of bread: open the eyes of our faith, that we may 

see him in all his redeeming work; who is alive and reigns, 

now and for ever.   Amen. 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and 

said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 

The peace of the Lord be with us and remain with us all, 

evermore. Amen. 



7 

 

  

Hymn: Put peace into each other’s hands  

Put peace into each other’s hands 

And like a treasure hold it 

Protect it like a candle-flame 

With tenderness enfold it 

Put peace into each other’s hands 

With loving expectation 

Be gentle in your words and ways 

In touch with God’s creation 

Put peace into each other’s hands 

Like bread we break for sharing 

Look people warmly in the eye 

Our life is meant for caring 

As at communion shape your hands 

Into a waiting cradle 

The gift of Christ receive revere 

United round the table 

Put Christ into each other’s hands 

He is love’s deepest measure 

In love make peace give peace a chance 

And share it like a treasure  

Fred Kaan (1929-2009) 
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