
Introducing... 
Jesus Christ

"Of course I'm a Christian. - I believe in God !
    -  we all are, because it's a Christian country 
    -  I live by the Ten Commandments  
    -  I live a good life, so I'm a Christian.’

But there's no of course about being a Christian 
today: lots of people in our world believe in God 
but are not Christians - your faith isn’t dictated 
by where you live (does standing in Burger King 
make you a hamburger?) - how many people know 
the Ten Commandments, let alone live by them - 
Christians have no monopoly on human goodness!

A recent survey among parents seeking Baptism 
for their children asked people to answer 
unprompted the question ’in your opinion, what is 
a Christian?' How would you answer?

When initial replies were analysed, this was the 
result of the survey: over 70% initially defined 
Christianity with no mention of God! Only 5% 
offered a definition of Christianity which made 
any reference to a connection with Jesus!

This leaflet is for people wondering about 
Christianity, perhaps out of casual interest, or 
maybe because in response to the challenge of 
somebody asking are you a Christian?

Do you follow Jesus Christ? 
A simple dictionary definition of a Christian is 'a 
follower of Jesus Christ'. That sounds simple, 
but it actually says a great deal, and begs a lot of
questions. It says that you follow a person, not a 
set of teachings, or even an example. That begs a
lot of questions, like - why follow someone you 
don't know: how can you trust someone you've 
never met? And of course you can't  follow 
someone who is dead, let alone someone who 
never existed! Time to look for answers? 

Jesus Christ - a name and a title
Jesus wasn't a unique name in Israel 2000 years 
ago, but this particular man called Jesus 

deserves the meaning of this name, which is 
Saviour. To this name we now add a title Christ, 
which means 'anointed (or “chosen“) one', chosen 
and sent by God for a purpose unique in human 
history, to change the whole relationship 
between us and God.

There is no doubt that this Jesus existed in 
history - there is more historical evidence for 
the existence of Jesus Christ (not just in the 
Bible, either!) than there is for Julius Caesar! Is 
Jesus what people say He is? You need to make 
up your own mind about this - we hope that this 
leaflet will help you to decide what you believe 
about Jesus.

Born at Bethlehem......
This is the bit of the 'Jesus story' most people 
know best - repeated (dressed up a bit!) every 
Christmas. The birth of Jesus accounts for only a
small part of the story of his life, but Christians 
treasure the details of this amazing birth 
(announced by an angel, conceived by the power 
of God, born of a Virgin, heralded by angels, 
worshipped by shepherds ..) because they point 
to the fact that this is the birth of someone 
special.

But of course, the baby grew up.....  it makes no 
sense to worship the baby Jesus, but then to 
ignore Him and what He says and does when He 
has grown up!

Teacher, example, leader
The heart of Jesus' message was to  offer to 
people the chance of a new  kind of relationship 
with God - if  they turned from their sins He  
would welcome them home to be his friends. God 
would be known as a Father with whom to share 
love, as well as being the Lord of Heaven and 
earth (a powerful God to be feared by those who
go against his will).

Having found peace and friendship with Him, 
people would choose to live in God's way, not out 
of fear or to earn His favour, but in order to 
please Him and point others to their need of 
friendship with Him.

For God .. see Jesus!
Jesus didn't just talk about this new kind of life 



- He lived it himself, and taught it by example. 
He healed the sick and did other miracles as 
signs of how the world was going to change. He 
gathered followers called disciples (learners) to 
work with Him and in His name.

Christians call Jesus God incarnate -  God made 
man: what this means is that for the first time 
ever God was seen on earth. It’s nonsense when 
people say they believe Jesus was just a good 
man: good men don’t claim to be God! So 
Christians believe that, for a few amazing years 
in that time and place, you could have bumped 
into Jesus on the street, then gone home and 
told your family you had met God!

Saviour?
The life and work of Jesus seemed to come to a 
sudden tragic end: He was arrested, tried on 
trumped-up charges, and nailed to a cross on 
Good Friday.

Disaster? or part of the plan? 
Christians believe that the cross achieved 
something which nothing else could do. Experts 
struggle to explain what is beyond explanation, 
but by dying on the cross Jesus somehow broke 
through the barrier which human sin and 
selfishness had built between man and God.

A Christian is someone who has come close to 
God through Jesus' death on the cross. We can 
never take this privilege for granted, because 
the cross shows us just how much Jesus loves us
- He died for you and for me!

Risen Lord and God
On Easter Day, God raised Jesus 
from  the dead. Belief in this 
event is the cornerstone of 
Christianity: Christians worship 
God on Sunday - the first day of 
the week - to thank God for this 
unique event.

What happened? We don't know how, but we do 
know that the tomb of Jesus was empty, that He 
wasn't a ghost (ghosts don't eat, but the Bible 
says that the risen Jesus did!), nor was He a 
hallucination seen by a few madmen (more than 
500 witnesses saw Jesus after his resurrection),

nor was it a story made up by the disciples (would
you face death for a story you knew was made 
up?).

Christians have always understood the 
resurrection of Jesus as further proof that 
Jesus is more than just a wonderful human being
- when His friend Thomas met Jesus he 
worshipped, calling Him ‘My Lord and my God'.

Jesus and the Church
Jesus knew that the work He was starting would 
need to go on long after He had left  the world, 
so He called his followers into a group, with the 
original inner core of twelve disciples trained to 
be leaders and then sent them out to carry on 
what He had begun. The followers of Jesus came 
to be known as The Church.

Jesus founded the Church to be a gathering for 
worship, a setting for teaching and encour-
agement, a society sharing care and support, and 
a means of continuing his work. He promised to 
guide and care for the Church by the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, and prayed that it would remain 
united as One Family.

He gave the Church Holy Baptism, using water in 
a ceremony for expressing commitment to Christ 
and joining His Family, and He gave the Church 
Holy Communion, using this sharing of bread and 
wine to bind us together and feed us.

Jesus didn't waste his time on things which 
didn't matter: we must assume that the Church 
is a basic element of his plan, so if we are his 
followers we need to be part of it.

Check out the book!
 The life and teaching of Jesus is  
  recorded in four books in the 
  Bible called Gospels, named  
  after their writers: Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John. They overlap in most of 
their details: they are written from different 
'angles', but don’t contradict each other.

These came to be included with holy books from  
the Jewish tradition before Christ, and letters 
and other writing by the first Church leaders. 
This collection of writings is what we now call 
The Bible. If you want to read a Gospel for the 
first time, try Luke or Mark. Be sure you read in 



a clear modern version. the Good News or New 
International versions are best.

What the Church believes 
about Jesus Christ
The first statement of Christian belief was a 
very simple one: Jesus is Lord It is still a good 
start, since saying this means you acknowledge 
what He has done for you, and His right to tell 
you how you should live!

Soon the Church agreed summaries of belief 
(called Creeds) which expressed the teaching of 
the Bible in a concise way. Here is the earliest 
such statement of Christian faith, the 
declaration new believers mode for themselves 
before becoming Christians by Baptism.

Nearly 18 centuries later nobody has managed to 
improve on it! This is still the statement of 
personal belief which new Christians make (for 
themselves, or through their parents, if they are 
children) at their Baptism.

The Apostles Creed
(written in the 2nd century)

I believe in God, 
  the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth,

 and in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead. 

On the third day He rose again; 
He ascended into Heaven, 
He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

God has no grandchildren!
If you thought Jesus was a character in a fairy 
story, now you know He existed as a real person 
in history. If you thought Jesus was a great 
teacher in history, now you know that Christians 

believe He is alive - unlike other great religious 
leaders, nowhere in history or legend is there a 
tomb where Jesus lies buried!

If we believe that Jesus came to teach us vital 
truth about how to be friends with God, then it 
follows that if we want to be friends with God 
ourselves we need not only to know what Jesus 
taught, but aim to live by it!

Nowhere in the Bible does it teach that friend-
ship with God through Jesus is automatic: Jesus 
offers us His gift of life, but we have to choose 
to accept it, then live by the teaching of Jesus 
for ourselves. God invites us all to become His 
children, but God has no grand-children! So, being
the child of a Christian doesn't automatically 
make us a Christian. Christian parents want to 
share their faith with their children, but 
understand that their task is only complete when 
their children decide to be Christians for 
themselves.

We hope that by reading this for you now have a 
clearer idea of what a Christian is. The question 
no leaflet can answer is, are you a Christian? And,
if not, do you want to become a Christian? Only 
you and God know the answer!

Why do I need Jesus?
Most people today don't feel they need a Saviour
because they don't really see their need of a 
relationship with God. They think they are OK, 
and don't see the gap between themselves and 
God, or realise that they need His help to sort 
out their lives and find a faith to live for.

Jesus taught us that He is the only way to God, 
which means that there is no way to get right 
with God except by doing it His way!
What does this mean? How does this work? 

Imagine you are standing on Holyhead pier and 
you want to get to Ireland, 60 miles away. You 
and the people with you are going to try to swim 
across. So you all jump in and start swimming. 
The bad swimmers drown before they get out of 
the harbour. Better swimmers may get a mile or 
two, then they drown. The best swimmers get 
quite a long way, but they fail too. The distance 
is just too far!

Now, imagine that God is on the other side of 
that sea - 'in Ireland' as it were: He sees you 



want to come over to Him, but that the distance 
is too far. What does He do? He sends over a 
ferry - JESUS! All we have to do is acknowledge 
our need and get on board - Jesus does the rest!

The trouble is, we have to acknowledge our need, 
and the truth that we cannot get across without 
using the ferry. This means we have to swallow 
our pride! Those who acknowledge their need get 
on the boot, while the proud carry on trying to 
swim across and carry on drowning. The apathetic
miss the boat because they don't get on in time, 
and are left walking up and down on the pier as 
the boat sails into the distance - even trying to 
kid themselves that they didn't want to make the
journey anyway!

Do you want to get close to God? Jesus is God's 
gift to help you to get what you want. All you 
have to do is accept the gift for yourself.

Tell someone!
Being a friend of God is too good to keep to 
yourself. Go and find a Church where God's 
friends meet to worship Him, and they will help 
you to unwrap the wonderful gift you have 
received and teach you how to enjoy it.

A good Church won't turn you into a religious 
nutcase, but it will help you to think through 
what it  means to be a real Christian. Be warned 
though,  being a Christian isn't just a matter of 
slotting Jesus into your present way of life -real
Christianity is a whole new way of life! 

A prayer to accept God's gift
Dear God thank you for the gift of my life. 
Thank you for Jesus, 
who showed us how to live in your way, 
and died on the cross to open the way to Heaven.
I want to come close to you, 
but I see the sins which keep me apart from you.
I ask Jesus to come and live in my life, 
that his love may take away my sins, 
and help me to live as your friend. Amen.

Want to find out more?
This website is full of interesting information 
and explanation: https://y-jesus.com/

you can also contact the writer: Revd Chris 
Probert

https://y-jesus.com/

