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4th April
Easter Day

PARISH OF ST CLEMENT and ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH DIRECTORY
Priest-in-Charge (part-time) The Reverend Paul Hunt 07818 273282
Diocesan Reader: Pat Lock, 4 Ore Place, Hastings, TN34 2LR 754264
Assisted by:
Canon Keith Pound, 1 Sinnock Square
High Street, Hastings, TN34 3HQ
428330
Brother Aelred Partridge, O.C., Herb Cottage,
29 All Saints Street, Hastings TN34 3BJ
715219
Lay Ministers:
Sandra Bentall
721874
Natalie Broomfield-Hill
715693
Keith Leech
716576
Churchwardens:
Ann Wing, 2 Priory Close, Hastings, TN34 1UJ
420499
Judy Cubison, 7 Laton Rd, Hastings, TN34 2ET
457194
Pat Lock, 4 Ore Place, Hastings, TN34 2LR
754264
Gareth Bendon, 9 High Street, Hastings, TN34 3EY
436934
Parish (PCC) Secretary: Sue Phillips
Pottery View, Chitcombe Road, Broad Oak, Brede
882342
Parish Treasurer: Simon Scott, 52 Ashburnham Road,
Hastings, TN35 5JL
437554
Parish Administrator & Electoral Roll Officer:
Jean Donaldson, (Tues/Wed/Thur. 09.30-12.00)
422242
Parish Office: Lower Hall, All Saints Hall, The Bourne,
Hastings, TN34 3BD. email: office@oldtownparish.org.uk
Director of Music: Malcolm Lock, 4 Ore Place,
Hastings TN34 2LR
07801-068156
Sunday School (3-11 yrs) & Young People's Group (11+):
c/o The Parish Office
422242
Safeguarding Officer: Pat Lock, 4 Ore Place, TN34 2LR
754264
Pastoral Care Link: Catherine Bendon, 9 High Street, TN34 3EY 436934
Bell Captain: Rosemary Smith, 15 Halton Terrace, TN34 3NY
718736
Church / Hall Bookings:
St Clement’s Church: Apply to Parish Office (see above)
422242
All Saints Hall: Jayne White
719072 or 07791 759257
or by letter to the Parish Office (address above).
Advertising contact: Ken Bentall email bentallpn@gmail.com 721874
Magazine Distribution: Joy Meech
426462
Two Towers Trust: Ken Bentall, 11 Bourne Court,
Hastings TN34 3UZ
721874
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DogStar Hub Dog Care

• Solo / Elite walks
• Group walks
• Home visits for

comfort and
companionship

Find me at: dogstarhub.co.uk
Find me on: Facebook
Call me on: 07851 358894
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Easter Services
All Services will be held at St Clement’s
Maundy Thursday, 1st April: 7.30 p.m. Eucharist and Address followed
by the Watch
Good Friday, 2nd April:

On-line Procession of Witness – Stations will be broadcast at different times
during the day on the Parish Facebook Page
9 a.m. Morning Prayer (Book of Common Prayer)
2 p.m. At the Foot of the Cross: Meditations on St John’s Passion narrative.
Prayers, time for silence, recorded music, hymns played on organ during
which we are invited to follow the words in the hymn book.
Holy Saturday, 3rd April:
9 a.m. Morning Prayer (Book of Common Prayer)
7 p.m. Compline and Address
Easter Day, 4th April:
8 a.m. Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10 a.m. Parish Eucharist with incense and the dedication and lighting of the
Paschal Candle
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PRAYING ROUND THE PARISH
In April we will be praying especially for all those who live
in: Tackleway, Tamarisk Steps, Salter Lane, The Bourne,
The Croft, Tillington Terrace, Torfield Close and Trafalgar
Cottages.

Important information for those attending services
As of Church of England & Bishop of Chichester guidelines, social distancing will be strictly followed at all services in St Clements and All Saints
churches:
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

S P Graves
Chartered
Accountant
Personal Tax Returns
Business Accounts
Efficient Cost Effective Service
Free Initial Consultation
27 All Saints Street
Hastings TN34 3BJ
01424 716682
spgraves1066@yahoo.co.uk

Turn your memories into a
book - everyone has their story
Retired Fleet Street journalist
can create a superb book from
your memories, journals, diaries,
poetry, pictures or drawings for
your family to treasure. As few
or as many copies as you wish.
Brian Moore

Service books will be on pew seats so people know where to sit,
and these should be left on the pews after each service.
The Priests will wear full facial shields for extra protection for our
more vulnerable congregation & all of us.
At time of writing there will be no refreshments following the service & congregation are asked to leave church as soon as the service has finished.
Please provide your own face covering if possible.
You will be asked to use the hand sanitizer on entering & exiting
the church.
The collection plate will be in position at back of the church, as the
plate will not be brought around during the service.
There are now QR posters in both churches and church hall. These
look like a huge bar code. If you have a mobile phone you can scan
these Bar codes. These are Government posters that combine with
the smart phone App to alert you if you have come into contact
with someone who has the Corona virus. These are not mandatory,
but another way of helping to keep us all as safe as possible.

07868 230 123
moorebrianj@yahoo.co.uk

For latest information, please see the website, achurchnearyou or St
Clements facebook page (details on page 9).
Ann Wing, Churchwarden
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Meeting Dates for your Diary
The Old Town Parish AGM will be held on Wednesday, 12th May at 7.30
p.m. in St Clement’s. It’s actually two meetings in law! The first is open to
anyone who lives in the the Old Town Parish and whose name is on the
local government voting register, and is the meeting to elect the four
Churchwardens. The office of Churchwarden goes back to the fourteenth
century and so it would have been a new office when St Clement’s and All
Saints were built. The Wardens have responsibility for the practical day-to
-day running of the parish. They also have responsibility for maintaining law
and order in and around the church – hence the staves carried by Churchwardens on official occasions – and that must have been a serious task in
the days before we had a police force.

The second meeting consists of the usual business we associate with an
AGM, and is open to anyone on the church electoral roll. Membership of
the roll is open to anyone who lives in the parish and is a baptised member
of the Church of England (whether or not they attend worship) or to anyone who lives outside the parish and who worships regularly at St Clement’s and All Saints. Please contact the parish administrator, Jean Donaldson, if you wish your name to be added.
The AGM of the Two Towers Trust will also be held at St Clement’s.
The AGM will be held on Friday, 21st May at 7.30 p.m. and will be followed
by a talk from the Reverend Paul Hunt entitled The house where I was born.

Parish Magazine : Marcia Woolf (Editor) - please note correct email address
hastingsparishnews@oldhastingshouse.co.uk
Tel: 452646
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Hastings Writers’ Group

Dear Friends,
Hastings Writers’ Group is one of the UK’s
oldest such organisations, having been founded in 1947, and has been meeting regularly
since then to encourage and support writing
in all its forms.

The annual town criers’ competition is
now held in Priory Meadow during
Hastings Week and has sadly lost the
importance it once had in the town’s
calendar. But once upon a time it was a
major event held each summer in Warrior Square Gardens, attracting town
criers from across the country and
hosted by what these days would be
called a celebrity. One year, probably
in the late 1960s, the celebrity was the
actor Sam Kydd (remember him?) and
another year it was the actor Peter
Cushing, best known for his regular
appearances in Hammer Horror films
(remember them?), not least as Baron
Frankenstein in five films about the
eponymous monster. I was a big fan of
Hammer Horror in those days (shown
late night on ITV) and was delighted to
obtain Baron Frankenstein’s autograph.

The group publishes an annual Anthology;
runs competitions with professional external
judges; holds workshops and social events,
and now has a group for 11-17 year-olds,
Hastings Young Writers.
A small number of Membership places are available for those who would
like to join us: no writing experience or qualifications are necessary, and we
welcome non-fiction writers and poets too. Whether you are just starting to
write your family history or are about to publish your tenth novel, we’d like
to meet you! Membership fees are currently £25 per half-year. Meetings
during Covid restrictions are being held by Zoom but are normally fortnightly on Mondays at the White Rock Hotel from 7.30-9.30pm.
For more details email membership.hwg@gmail.com, see our website
www.hastingswriters.co.uk or find us on Facebook.

Those films are classics. The Thunder roars. The lightening flashes. An owl
hoots. A limb twitches in an otherwise lifeless corpse and then Frankenstein’s
monster opens its eyes. And somehow the scene needs to be in black and white.
The Resurrection celebrated by Christians is a world away from that sort of scene. What often goes unremarked is that the New Testament does not describe
the actual moment of the resurrection of Jesus. No-one saw it and it is significant
that the Gospel writers did not attempt to fill in the story from their own imaginations. In later centuries, descriptions were invented with celestial lights and choirs
of angels marking the moment.

Continued/..
6
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Obituary: John Russell
John Russell, who lived in Alpine Road,
sadly became a victim of Covid early in the
pandemic. John was an enthusiastic teacher of music at local junior schools. His
main instruments were the recorders, but
he also played guitar and keyboards. He
was a member of several recorder-music
groups and could be heard from time to
time in delightful concerts. Some of these
were in St Clement’s church where, as an
encore, the group could be persuaded to
play Scot Joplin’s The Entertainer. This was
great fun. John had been a founder member of a group that became part of The
Rainbow Alliance. He gave long service to
the Stables Theatre, he ran U3A groups
for French and Scrabble, and he was a strong (and crafty) badminton player.
He will be much missed in the community.

What we have in the New Testament is the claim that the tomb was empty on
that first Easter morning and descriptions of various post-resurrection appearances
by Jesus. In the same way that Jesus’ preaching offered a message but didn’t force
it on his hearers, so we are likewise offered the Resurrection. It is not forced upon us. Many years ago the writer Frank Morrison set out to disprove the Resurrection in a new book but, in the course of writing it, became persuaded that Jesus
had been raised from the dead. I see from a quick look at the dreaded Amazon
website that Who Moved the Stone?, first published in 1930, is still in print.
Morrison’s book is perhaps too strong a case for the Resurrection of Jesus. I
wrote last month about hints and whispers of immortality which point beyond
themselves. An empty tomb, folded grave clothes, the psychological change in the
disciples all point to a life changing event, although they do not prove it. We are
offered the Resurrection. Unlike the action in a Hammer Horror film, it is not
forced upon us and the New Testament leaves room for our imagination, doubt
and belief.
“Lay Him in the garden-rock to rest:
Rest you the Sabbath length:
The Sun that went down crimson in the west
Shall rise renewed in strength.”

Michael Plumbe

(Christina Rossetti)
I wish everyone, ardent believer or wistful unbeliever, the joy and peace and hope
of this Easter season.
Your friend and parish priest,

Paul Hunt
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WEDDINGS, BAPTISMS
and FUNERALS
For information about
weddings, baptisms and
funerals please contact the Church
Warden Ann Wing: details are on
page 2.

Jo’s concerns for local shops reflects her interest in the local community.
She and Craig also run the Wellington Square Natural Health Centre.
Their garden at the back of the Old Rectory has been open many times to
help raise funds in Old Town week and on the Open Gardens day in aid of
St. Michael’s Hospice.
Despite a busy schedule which still continues, Jo protects time with her
family. She has two step-children, four grandchildren, god-daughters and
close friends whom she thinks of as family. ‘Family is more than just your
biological children’, she says. Her interests include, of course, reading
(Elizabeth Jane Howard is one of her favourites).
Jo’s commitment to the Old Town is resolute. ‘We could not imagine living anywhere else’, she says.

SERVICES AT OLD HASTINGS HOUSE AND THE LAURELS

Jo and her husband bring their many and varied gifts and commitments to
make their own distinctive contribution to the varied life of the Old Town.
Long may it continue.

Services are presently suspended.

8

K.S.P.
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Parish Profile:
Jo Fairley
I felt a bit breathless after
meeting up with Jo Fairley in
preparation for this article. Not
many people have been active
in so many different spheres
and been successful in each of
them.
Jo was brought up in Bromley,
and so, like many people, came
to know the Old Town
through childhood visits. After
leaving school she did a secretarial course, and then moved
into journalism, becoming a
magazine editor of Look Now at
the age of 23.

In 1991 she started the Green and Black’s Organic Chocolate business,
the first organic chocolate in the world, in partnership with her husband
Craig Sams, who was already involved in the world of natural food. Their
company went from strength to strength until they sold it in 1999.
In 2005 they bought Judge’s Bakery and were able to put some of their
organic food convictions into practice locally. Jo believes strongly in this
kind of local initiative. ‘The Old Town is a proper community’, she says.
‘The shops play an important part in that. We did it for ten years.’ Indeed,
Jo is still ‘passionate about the High Street’, she says. This not only includes our local High Street (although it does include that) but also the
main shopping streets of other towns which are now so evidently under
threat.
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The History House 21 Courthouse Street Hastings
TN34 3AU 01424-424744 email: ohps@ohps.org.uk
free entry - donations appreciated

The following is an extract from Sussex Archaeological Collections Vol. 89
[1950] and an article by Ralph Merrifield on Good Friday Customs in Sussex.
Kiss-in-the-Ring
“At Hastings it was regularly played on that day, within living memory, on
West Hill, near the Castle. This open hill-side, until about forty years ago,
was the scene of great festivity every Good Friday, a prominent feature of
the celebration being the sale of penny packets of winkles, complete with
pins! ...Even more important than Kiss-in-the-Ring in the traditional Good
Friday of the Sussex fisherfolk was the custom of communal skipping with a
long rope - a practice that is still not quite extinct. It played a principal part
in the festivities at Hastings and Southwick, and in Brighton was so popular
that Good Friday was actually called ‘Long Line Day’ on account of the custom. Other games mentioned are Marbles, Bat-and-Trap and Knock Orange. The Marble season was formerly strictly limited to the period between Ash Wednesday and Good Friday: according to a lady who spent
her childhood at Battle over sixty years ago, if the boys began to play after
Good Friday the girls used to confiscate their marble with the cry ‘Goblins
after Good Friday’... the boys never made any attempt to get them back”.
Our Old Town Carnival Week is another custom which hopefully will
be able to go ahead this year in some form. See Event Entry Form on page
11 if you wish to participate. I realise it is hard to be certain at this stage
what will be allowed, but feel we should be optimistic and prepared for the
best scenario! We hope the History House will be open Thursdays to Saturdays 11am to 4pm as soon as non-essential shops are allowed. We certainly are well stocked with books including some new local history titles.
Wishing you all well
Anne Scott and OHPS Trustees
10

OLD TOWN COUNTRY MARKET
CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE
All Saints’ Church Hall
(at the top of All Saints’
Street)
High quality home
produce, reasonable
prices.
COME EARLY and try us!

The Caring Place Gift Vouchers for that
unique CARING GIFT to
family members or friends. A bespoke
package can be tailored to suit you from
Reflexology Body Scans, Detox . . . .
Registered Qualified Christian Therapist
Marguerite MacLean tel: 07708-038037

OLD HASTINGS HOUSE
132 High Street
TN34 3ET

Coffee mornings have been
cancelled until further notice. We are
sorry, and look forward to seeing you again
when circumstances permit.
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Old Hastings House
Residential Care Home
(part of the Magdalen and Lasher Charity)

Are you looking for a comfortable, safe and warm family environment for
yourself or a loved one? A home offering excellent food, an in-house laundry
service, a high standard of cleanliness, and personal care tailored to the
needs and wishes of the individual? A friendly place, where activities and
entertainments are fun, but optional? A unique and historic house, part of
the fabric of Old Town of Hastings, where visitors are always welcome?
We offer accommodation in the Main House for men and women of retirement
age and above, and in the adjoining Magdalen Suite for those with higher care
needs (not nursing).

Hastings Old Town Carnival Week 2021
Saturday 31st July to Sunday 8th August
EVENT ENTRY FORM
Day & Date of event ...............................................................
Time of event ...............................................................am/pm
Location of event:
Postcode of event ……………………………………...
Description of event:

For an informal chat with our Manager, Jason Denny, or a senior member
of the care team, please call 01424 452642. We would be happy to
arrange a time for you to look around and discuss your requirements,
even if you are not yet ready to make the move.
2

132 High Street, Hastings, East Sussex, TN34 3ET
Charitable Incorporated Organisation No. 1158933

Charge for event (if any) …………………………………...….
Please describe your event fully. If you would like a picture to accompany
your entry please send it and we will try to fit it in.

Organiser: ……………………………... Phone no: …………………
Address:
Email:……………………………...
As usual you will be asked to have an OHPS collecting box at your event.
The programme is funded by HOTCA, OHPS, sponsors and advertisers and
a contribution from your event towards expenses is appreciated, even if your
event is raising funds for another charity or community group.

Event in aid of:........................................................
Donation to OHPS? Yes / No
Please return your form to: OHPS, Hastings History House, 21
Courthouse Street, Hastings TN34 3AU by Friday 21st May or
email ohpscontact@gmail.com
Forms can also be downloaded from
www.oldtowncarnivalweek.co.uk
18
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A small family firm
in Hastings Old Town
Solutions and advice tailored to your
needs
Resolving civil & commercial disputes

•
•
•
•
•
•

Property Disputes
Landlord & Tenant
Contract Disputes
Inheritance
Boundary Issues
Debt recovery

SUSSEX SECRETARIES
DO YOU NEED SECRETARIAL HELP
FO R YOUR BUSINESS OR YOUR HOME?
Call us to discuss ways in
which we can help you
Tel: 01424 892463 or
07940 886123 or
07985 192059 or
visit www.sussexsecretaries.co.uk
to see what services we can offer you.

For specialist expertise
without the cost of a large city firm
call 01424 712545
michael@michaelblandy.co.uk

GREEN BEE
GARDEN SERVICES
Decking, fencing and screens
Steps, ramps and handrails
Sleeper walls and raised beds
Paths and paving
Garden buildings and more…

-----------Free advice and quotations
References and pics available
Please call or text Simon

07854 671 734
12
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Need help with the catering?

Local private chef and caterer based Brede.
Beautiful hand-made food, bespoke menus
and exceptional service. Dinner parties,
canapés, a special occasion buffet or family
meal, I’d love to cook for you.
Call me on 07590 621015 or

Daisy Fresh
Cleaning Services

A newly established
domestic cleaning business,
based in Hastings, using
bleach free products.

email gillpotterton@googlemail.com

Services include Basic clean
Deep clean and Ironing.
Fully Insured
Pet Friendly
References Supplied
For details contact Sam

07731 369292

daisyfresh19@aol.com

16

13

Simnel Cake

Cllr Dany Louise
I will be standing down as a Councillor for
Old Hastings in May, after three years
representing the ward. It has been an absolute pleasure and privilege to undertake
this role, and I thank you for electing me
back in 2018, and for your ongoing good
humour and welcome.
In that time, I have enjoyed meeting so
many of you, in lots of different contexts - within the formal groups of the
ward, such as HOTRA and the Magdalen & Lasher Charity, and with individual meetings, helping to resolve various problems as they impact on residents. It has been an honour to contribute to the life of Old Hastings ward
and to represent residents' views within the mechanisms of the Council.
It hasn't turned out quite as I expected, but I have been so heartened by
your support. I want to thank you all for your understanding and acceptance as well.
I wish each and every one of you the very best for the future, and thank
you again for the opportunity of representing you. It really has been an honour and a privilege.
With warmest regards,

A Simnel cake is a fruit cake that contains plenty of marzipan and is traditionally eaten at Easter, although it used to be specifically associated with Mothering Sunday. This is probably because Mothering Sunday, appearing in the middle of the fasting period of Lent, offered a respite from 40 days of religious
austerity. Mothering Sunday occurs on the fourth Sunday of Lent; a special
day when people visited their mother church or cathedral – not to be confused with Mothers’ Day, a much more recent addition to the calendar dating
back only a century
or so.
Like most British
food eaten during
winter and early
spring, the Simnel
cake contains lots of
dried fruit, but it is
usually lighter than
Christmas cake (and without the alcohol!). Simnel contains a layer or marzipan both on top and within, and is decorated with eleven marzipan balls, symbolising Jesus’s disciples – but minus Judas.
The Simnel cake originates from mediaeval times where it began life as a yeast
-leavened bread, which may or may not have been enriched, and made out of
the highest quality flour possible: simnel derives from the Latin simila – the
whitest and finest of flours.
By the 17th and 18th centuries, the bread mixture had been swapped for a type
of pudding batter, not dissimilar to spotted dick, enriched with dried fruit,
spices and almonds, which would be boiled like a pudding. When cooked, it
was wrapped in pastry, glazed with egg, and baked until a good hard crust
formed, akin to the Scottish black bun, a traditional Christmas food north of
the border.

Cllr Dany Louise

It is only towards the end of the 19th century that Simnel starts to look like
something we would recognise as a cake today, although, surprisingly, it was
not until the 20th century that the familiar marzipan layers and decorative
‘disciples’ appear.
MJW
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