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Passion Sunday
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts
on fire with love for you; now and for ever. Amen
Jeremiah 31:31-34
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make
a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of
Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of
the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was
their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the
Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each
other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Hymn: O for a heart to praise my God
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O for a heart to praise my God,
a heart from sin set free,
a heart that always feels thy blood
so freely spilt for me;
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A heart resigned, submissive, meek,
my dear redeemer's throne,
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where only Christ is heard to speak,
where Jesus reigns alone;
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A humble, lowly, contrite heart,
believing, true, and clean;
which neither life nor death can part
from him that dwells within;
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A heart in every thought renewed,
and full of love divine;
perfect, and right, and pure, and good,
a copy, Lord, of thine!
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My heart, thou know'st, can never rest
till thou create my peace:
till of mine Eden repossest,
from self, and sin, I cease.
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Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart;
come quickly from above,
write thy new name upon my heart,
thy new, best name of love.
Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
John 12:20-33

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were
some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida
in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’
Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went
and told Jesus.
Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of
Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their
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life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep
it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and
where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves
me, the Father will honour.
‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say: “Father,
save me from this hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have
come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.’
Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will
glorify it again.’
The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was
thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’
Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not for
mine. Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this
world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself.’ He said this to indicate
the kind of death he was to die.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Let us declare our faith in God.
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts
through faith, and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us
with power from on high.
We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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A collect for Passion Sunday
Gracious Father, you gave up your Son out of love for the
world: lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, that we
may know eternal peace through the shedding of our
Saviour’s blood, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us pray to the Father, who loved the world so much that
he sent his only Son to give us life.
Simon from Cyrene was forced to carry the cross for your
Son. Give us grace to lift heavy loads from those we meet
and to stand with those condemned to die.
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.
Your Son watched the soldiers gamble to share his clothes.
Transform the hearts of those who make a profit from their
victims, and those whose hearts are hardened by their work.
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.
The thief, who was crucified with Jesus, was promised a
place in your kingdom. Give pardon and hope, healing and
peace to all who look death in the face.
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.
From the cross Jesus entrusted Mary his mother and John
his disciple to each other’s care. Help us also to care for one
another and fill our homes with the spirit of your love.
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.
In Mary and John your Son created a new family at the cross.
Fill our relationships, and those of new families today, with
mutual care and responsibility, and give us a secure hope for
the future.
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.
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The centurion was astonished to see your glory in the
crucified Messiah. Open the eyes of those who do not know
you to see in your Son the meaning of life and death.
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.
Joseph of Arimathaea came to take your Son’s body away.
Give hope and faith to the dying and bereaved, and
gentleness to those who minister to them.
Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.
Simon and Joseph, Mary and John became part of your
Church in Jerusalem. Bring into your Church today a varied
company of people, to walk with Christ in the way of his
passion and to find their salvation in the victory of his cross.
Lord of the Church, hear our prayer, and make us one in heart
and mind to serve you in Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with
confidence as our Saviour has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us that what we do for the
least of our brothers and sisters we do also for you: give us
the will to be the servant of others as you were the servant of
all, and gave up your life and died for us, but are alive and
reign, now and for ever. Amen.
Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Hymn: My Song is Love Unknown
My song is love unknown,
My Saviour’s love to me;
love to the loveless shown,
that they might lovely be.
O who am I,
that for my sake
my Lord should take
frail flesh and die?
He came from His blest throne
salvation to bestow;
but men made strange, and none
the longed-for Christ would know:
But O! my Friend,
my Friend indeed,
who at my need
His life did spend.
Sometimes they strew His way,
and His sweet praises sing;
resounding all the day
Hosannas to their King:
Then “Crucify!”
is all their breath,
and for His death
they thirst and cry.
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They rise and needs will have
my dear Lord made away;
a murderer they save,
the Prince of life they slay,
Yet cheerful He
to suffering goes,
that He His foes
from thence might free.
Here might I stay and sing,
no story so divine;
never was love, dear King!
Never was grief like Thine.
This is my Friend,
in Whose sweet praise
I all my days
could gladly spend.
Samuel Crossman (1623-1683)
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