
 

Prayer During the Day  

for the Second Sunday of Lent 

Introduction 

We meet in the name of God. 

All Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

Good morning and a very warm welcome to you wherever you 

may be.   Our service for the Second Sunday of Lent comes 

from the Church of St John the Baptist, Boylestone. 

Steve Johnson who is training to be a Reader is our preacher 

today.   I am very grateful to Steve,  and to Geraldine Owen, for 

their contributions to this service. As usual, my husband David is 

doing the recording. 

 As we prepare for our Lord’s passion and resurrection through 

the Lenten discipline of penitence and fasting you may find 

helpful, some words from Pope Francis brought to us  

by Bishop Libby. 
 

Fast from hurting words and say kind words.  

Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.  

Fast from anger and be filled with patience.  

Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.  

Fast from worries and trust in God.  
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Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.  

Fast from pressures and be prayerful.  

Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy.  

Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others.  

Fast from grudges and be reconciled.  

Fast from words and be silent so you can listen.  

Hymn 
Stand 
 

Just as I am, without one plea 

but that thy blood was shed for me, 

and that thou bidst me come to thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

Yea, all I need, in thee to find, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve: 

because thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

Just as I am (thy love unknown 

has broken every barrier down), 

now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come. 

Charlotte Elliott (1789-1871) 

The Opening Canticle -The Song of Christ’s Glory 
 
1    Christ Jesus was in the form of God,   

but he did not cling to equality with God. 
2    He emptied himself, taking the form of a servant,   
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and was born in our human likeness. 
3    Being found in human form he humbled himself,   

and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. 
4    Therefore God has highly exalted him,   

and bestowed on him the name above every name, 
5    That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,   

in heaven and on earth and under the earth; 
6    And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,   

to the glory of God the Father. 
Philippians 2.5–11 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 

Confession 
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was 

led by the Spirit into the wilderness, where for forty days he 

was tempted by the devil.  

Let us confess our sins remembering before God the times 

when we have fallen from temptation into sin. 
 

We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love: 

fill us with your Spirit. 

Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

We confess to you our fear and failure in sharing our faith: 

fill us with your Spirit. 

Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
 

We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust: 

fill us with your Spirit. 

Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
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Absolution 
 

May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins, 

and restore us in his image to the praise and glory of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 

Opening Prayer 
 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 

As we rejoice and give thanks for the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Psalm 22.23-end. 
 

Please stand 
23  Praise the Lord, you that fear him; ♦︎ 

   O seed of Jacob, glorify him; 

      stand in awe of him, O seed of Israel. 
24  For he has not despised nor abhorred the suffering of 

the poor; neither has he hidden his face from them; ♦︎ 

   but when they cried to him he heard them. 
25  From you comes my praise in the great congregation; ♦︎ 

   I will perform my vows in the presence of those that fear you. 
26  The poor shall eat and be satisfied; ♦︎ 

   those who seek the Lord shall praise him; 

      their hearts shall live for ever. 
27  All the ends of the earth 

shall remember and turn to the Lord, ♦︎ 

   and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
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28  For the kingdom is the Lord’s ♦︎ 

   and he rules over the nations. 
29  How can those who sleep in the earth 

      bow down in worship, ♦︎ 

   or those who go down to the dust kneel before him? 
30  He has saved my life for himself; 

      my descendants shall serve him; ♦︎ 

   this shall be told of the Lord for generations to come. 
31  They shall come and make known his salvation, 

      to a people yet unborn, ♦︎ 

   declaring that he, the Lord, has done it. 
 

All  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 

And to the Holy Spirit: 

As is was in the beginning is now, 

And shall be forever.  Amen. 

 

Bible Readings 
A reading from the book of Genesis, chapter 17 beginning                       

at the 1st verse. 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to 

Abram, and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me, 

and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and 

you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.’  

Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him,  

‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the 

ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be 

Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you 

the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you 

exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings 

shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me 

and you, and your offspring after you throughout their 

generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and 

to your offspring after you. 
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God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call 

her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and 

moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she 

shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’ 

Genesis17.1-7, 15-16 
 

       This is the word of the Lord 

    All Thanks be to God 

 

A reading from the gospel of Mark, chapter 8 beginning at the thirty-

first verse. 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo 

great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, 

and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He 

said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to 

rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked 

Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your 

mind not on divine things but on human things.’ 
 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any 

want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 

take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save 

their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, 

and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit 

them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what 

can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of 

me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 

them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the 

glory of his Father with the holy angels.’ 

This is the word of the Lord 

    All Thanks be to God 

 
Homily 

By Steve Johnson 
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Hymn 
Please stand 

 

 Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 

o'er the world's tempestuous sea; 

guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us 

for we have no help but thee; 

yet possessing every blessing, 

if our God our Father be. 
 

Spirit of our God, descending, 

fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 

love with every passion blending, 

pleasure that can never cloy: 

thus provided, pardoned, guided, 

nothing can our peace destroy. 

James Edmeston (1791-1867) 

 

Intercessions 
Please join us in our prayers: we will use this response;  

to ‘Lord, in your mercy’, please respond  hear our prayer. 
 

Sit or kneel 
 

Almighty God, we pray for the courage to give up other things 

so that we may give ourselves to you this Lent. 
 

Give your Church the courage 

to give up her preoccupation with herself 

and to give more time to your mission in the world. 

help us to remember that we are your Church and give us the grace 

to bring your good news to those we meet. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 

All hear our prayer. 
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Give your world the courage to give up war, bitterness and 

hatred, and to seek peace. 

We pray for nations and communities in conflict; for all people 

enduring civil war or the persecution of minorities: for the people of 

Myanmar and their Rohingya minority, for the Uyghurs people in 

China. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 

All hear our prayer. 
 

Give us the courage to give up quarrels, strife and jealousy 

in our families, and communities, and at work. 

We pray for those whose relationships have broken down, for those 

suffering from domestic abuse. 
 

May the presence of the risen Jesus, 

his body once broken and now made whole, 

bring peace and healing as we live with one another. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 

All hear our prayer. 
 

Give us the courage 

to give up our selfishness as we live for others, 

and to give time, care and comfort to the sick and suffering. 

We pray for all those ill in hospital or at home:  

 And we pray for exhausted medical staff, and all in caring 

professions and we give thanks for them. 

May the wounded hands of Jesus bring his healing touch, 

and the light of his presence fill their rooms. 
 

Lord, in your mercy 

All hear our prayer. 
 

Give us the courage to give up our fear of death 

and to rejoice with those who have died in faith; 

especially those on our hearts today. 

May the feet of the risen Lord Jesus, once nailed to the cross, 
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walk alongside the dying and bereaved in their agony, 

and walk with us and all your Church 

through death to the gate of glory. 

Lord, in your mercy 

All give us strength and hear our prayer, 

here and in eternity.         Amen. 

 

Collect for the Second Sunday of Lent. 
 

Almighty God, 

by the prayer and discipline of Lent 

may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings, 

and by following in his Way 

come to share in his glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

Trusting in the compassion of God  

let us pray to our heavenly Father; 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 



10 
 

Blessing 
Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 

to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 

and the blessing … 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
We go into the world  

to walk in God’s light, 

to rejoice in God’s love 

and to reflect God’s glory. 

All  Amen. 
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