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The music in this service is sung by Leicester Cathedral Chamber Choir. The organist is 

David Cowen. 

 

 

As with all other Church of England clergy starting a new public ministry, Emma has made 

the Declaration of Assent, and swore the Oath of Allegiance to Her Majesty The Queen 

and the Oath of Canonical Obedience to the Bishop. 
  
The Declaration of Assent 
The Church of England is part of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, 

worshipping the one true God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  It professes the faith 

uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds, which 

faith the Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each generation.  Led by the 

Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to Christian truth in its historic formularies, the 

Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion, the Book of Common Prayer and the Ordering of 

Bishops, Priests and Deacons.  In the declaration you are about to make, will you 

affirm your loyalty to this inheritance of faith as your inspiration and guidance 

under God in bringing the grace and truth of Christ to this generation and making 

Him known to those in your care? 

 
I, Emma Louise, do so affirm, and accordingly declare my belief in the faith which is 

revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds and to which 

the historic formularies of the Church of England bear witness; and in public prayer 

and administration of the sacraments, I will use only the forms of service which are 

authorized or allowed by Canon. 
  
The Oath of Allegiance 
I, Emma Louise, do swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her 

Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, her Heirs and Successors according to law: so 

help me God. 
  
The Oath of Canonical Obedience 
I, Emma Louise, do swear by Almighty God that I will pay true and canonical 

obedience to the Lord Bishop of Leicester and his successors in all things lawful 

and honest: so help me God. 
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OORRDDEERR  OOFF  SSEERRVVIICCEE  
 

The Organist plays the following Voluntary: 

 

Méditation from Symphonie No.1     Charles-Marie Widor (1844–1937) 

 

 

The Rt Revd Martyn Snow, Bishop of Leicester, leads 

 

The Greeting  

 

In the name of the Father,  

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you.  

 

The Bishop welcomes and introduces the Service. 

 

The Bishop says 

 

The Collect 
 

Let us pray. 

 

Almighty and ever-living God, 

clothed in majesty, 

whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple, 

in substance of our flesh: 

grant that we may be presented to you 

with pure and clean hearts, 

by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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The Choir sings 

 

Psalm 122 
 

I was glad when they said unto me :  

We will go into the house of the Lord. 

Our feet shall stand in thy gates :  

O Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem is built as a city :  

that is at unity in itself. 

For thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord :  

to testify unto Israel, to give thanks unto the Name of the Lord. 

For there is the seat of judgement :  

even the seat of the house of David. 

O pray for the peace of Jerusalem :  

they shall prosper that love thee. 

Peace be within thy walls :  

and plenteousness within thy palaces. 

For my brethren and companions’ sakes :  

I will wish thee prosperity. 

Yea, because of the house of the Lord our God :  

I will seek to do thee good. 
  

Peter Gilbert White (1937–2007) 

Leicester Cathedral Organist, 1969–1994 
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TTHHEE  WWEELLCCOOMMEE  AANNDD  CCOOLLLLAATTIIOONN  
 

The Very Revd David Monteith, Dean of Leicester, informally introduces the role of Canon 

Residentiary and Precentor.  

 

The Bishop asks the Congregation 

 

Will all of you who are gathered here support and encourage Emma in this 

new ministry now and in the years to come? 

 We will. 

 

The Canon-designate kneels at a distance before the Bishop who reads the Deed of Collation 

and the License. The Bishop gives her the Deed, with these words 

 

Receive this cure of souls, which is both mine and yours;  

in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Bishop blesses the Canon-designate. 

 

The love of the Father enfold you, the wisdom of the Son enlighten you, the 

fire of the Spirit kindle you; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, come down upon you and remain with you always.  

Amen. 

 

Canon Davies puts on a Cathedral cope. 
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TTHHEE  IINNSSTTAALLLLAATTIIOONN  
 

The Oath to observe the Cathedral Statutes 
 

Having received a Bible the new Canon continues 

 

I, Emma Louise Davies, swear by Almighty God that I will faithfully observe 

the Statutes, Ordinances and laudable customs of the Cathedral Church of 

St Martin, Leicester so far as they concern me in respect of the office of a 

Residentiary Canon of this Cathedral; that I will endeavour to render loyal 

and supportive service to the Dean and to the Chapter of this Cathedral 

and that I will work together with members of the Chapter to contribute to 

the corporate life of this Cathedral and promote its mission and service in 

our Diocese of Leicester. 

 

 

All remain seated for 

 

The Admission to Chapter 
 

Emma, as a Residentiary Canon, you have a place and voice in Chapter, the 

governing body of this Cathedral. I invite you to swear the oath as now 

prescribed by the Cathedral Statutes. 

 

Canon Davies, holding a Bible in her right hand, responds as follows 

 

I, Emma Louise Davies, swear by Almighty God that I will faithfully observe 

the Statutes, Ordinances and laudable customs of the Cathedral Church of 

St Martin, Leicester so far as they concern me as a member of the Chapter 

of this Cathedral; that I will endeavour to render loyal and supportive 

service to the Dean and to the Chapter and keep the confidences thereof; 

and that I will work together with other members of the Chapter to 

contribute to the corporate life of this Cathedral and promote its mission 

and service in our Diocese of Leicester. 
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The Installation 
 

Taking Canon Davies by a ribbon, the Dean places her in a canon’s chair and says 

 

I, David Monteith, Dean of Leicester, acting in obedience to the mandate of 

the Bishop of Leicester, do install you, Emma Davies, duly and lawfully 

instituted to the office and dignity of an Residentiary Canon in this 

Cathedral Church, with all the rights and responsibilities thereof, together 

with the place and voice in the Chapter of this Cathedral Church 

appertaining to your office. 

 

The Dean makes a presentation to Canon Davies.  

 

 

The Choir sings 

 

The Anthem 

View me, Lord 
 

View me, Lord, a work of thine: shall I then lie drowned in night? 

Might thy grace in me but shine, I should seem made all of light. 

 

Cleanse me, Lord, that I may kneel at thine Altar, pure and white: 

they that once thy mercies feel, gaze no more on earth’s delight. 

 

Worldly joys, like shadows, fade when the heavenly light appears; 

but the covenants thou hast made, endless, know nor days, nor years. 

 

In thy word, Lord, is my trust, to thy mercies fast I fly; 

though I am but clay and dust, yet thy grace can lift me high. 
 

Richard H. Lloyd (b.1933) 

 

Thomas Campion (1567–1620) 
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All sit for 

The Reading 

Luke 2.22–40  
Read by Mr John Davies 

 

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke. 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of 

Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as 

it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be 

designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according 

to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two 

young pigeons.” 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man 

was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, 

and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the 

Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 

Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when 

the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 

under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

    according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

    which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said 

about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 

“This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and 

to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will 

be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years 

after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never 

left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and 

day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak 

about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 

returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

Here ends the reading. 
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All remain seated for 

 

The Homily  

The Revd Canon Emma Davies, Canon Precentor  
 

 

The Choir sings 

 

Nunc dimittis 
 

Nunc dimittis servum tuum, Domine, 

secundum verbum tuum in pace: 

Quia viderunt oculi mei salutare tuum 

Quod parasti ante faciem omnium 

populorum: 

Lumen ad revelationem gentium, et 

gloriam plebis tuae Israel. 

 

Gloria Patri, et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto: 

Sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et 

semper, et in sæcula sæculorum.  

Amen. 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 

peace: according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation,  

Which thou hast prepared: before the face 

of all people;  

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to 

be the glory of thy people Israel. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and 

to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world 

without end. Amen. 
 

Gustav Holst (1874–1934) 
 

Luke 2.29–31; Gloria Patri 
 

 

Mirjam Ngoy-Verhage, Cathedral Discipleship Officer, leads 

 

The Prayers 
 

In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ  

let us pray to the Father… 

 

Lord in your mercy.  

Hear our prayer.  

 

We unite all these our prayers,  

as we pray for the coming of God’s kingdom  

in the words our Saviour Christ has taught us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  
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thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

 

Please light your candles. Traditionally people brought their candles for their homes to church 

to be blessed to remind them that their faith focussed and celebrated at church was to be 

lived out at home. The Bishop leads 

 

The Blessing of Candles 
 

Lord God, the springing source of everlasting light, 

pour into the hearts of your faithful people 

the brilliance of your eternal splendour, 

that we, who by these kindling flames 

light up this temple to your glory, 

may have the darkness of our souls dispelled, 

and so be counted worthy to stand before you 

in that eternal city where you live and reign, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

  

As Anna and Simeon recognised you in the temple, 

may we recognise you in those we meet. 

 

As Saint Martin and all your holy ones kept  

your light bright in times of darkness, 

may we be light for all in this time too. 

 

As Jesus grew and became strong and wise, 

may we grow as your disciples witnessing through everyday faith.  

Amen. 

 

 



 11 

All sing 

 

The Hymn 
 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light!  

Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us. 

Make us your living voice.  

Christ, be our light! … 

 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others,  

shared until all are fed. 

Christ, be our light! … 

 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

walls made of living stone. 

Christ, be our light! … 

 

Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

helping your kingdom come. 

Christ, be our light! … 
 

AM42 

Words and music by Bernadette Farrell (b.1957) 
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Bishop Martyn leads 

 

The Blessing 
 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 

fill you with radiance 

and scatter the darkness from your path. 

Amen. 
 

Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, 

gladden your eyes and warm your heart. 

Amen. 
 

Christ, the Dayspring from on high, 

draw near to guide your feet into the way of peace. 

Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
 

Let us proceed in the light and peace of Christ. 

In the name of Christ.  

Amen. 

 
The Organist plays the following Voluntary: 
 

Herr Gott, nun schleuss den Himmel auf BWV617     Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Copyright acknowledgement (where not already indicated above):  
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Some material included in this service is copyright: ©  The Archbishops' Council 2000 

Leicester Cathedral needs your help 

We understand that not everyone will be able to help in this uncertain climate. 

But if you are able to continue your giving, or to make a donation now, it will 

be enormously helpful. 

Donate online at http://easydonate.org/PLATE 

Donate by Text  

To donate £5, text PLATE to 70970 

To donate £10, text PLATE to 70191 


