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Our second visit to Taormina 
came unexpectedly following a 

chaplain having to cancel. We came in      
February this year (2020) for the first time 
and we are hoping to come next May. We  
arrived to find scaffolding around the church 
and builders doing maintenance work to the 
roof and guttering. They have also built a new 
step to the cottage which is more                
user-friendly to those with mobility problems. 
We appreciated the improvement to the      
interior of the cottage with pruning of surplus 
items and clutter and the new paintings on 
the walls and overall cleanliness. 

    It was a joy to meet the congregation 
again and to discover how they had continued 
with services, albeit some virtual, throughout 
the time of lock-down. 

    The newly formed WhatsApp group has 
been a blessing especially those living a long      
distance away from the church. We continued 
with posting a prayer every evening which 
has been gratefully received. There have also 
been many contributions of encouraging 
words and inspirational postings to           
contemplate as well as humorous items to 
keep us amused. 

    There has been reasonable attendances at 
the services apart from the joint service; none 
of the Lutheran congregations came apart 
from Pastor Sabine of course.  It was good to 
meet her again and have lunch with her. 

    We had a number of visitors coming on    
Sundays; some from the UK and Belgium. 

    We managed to have a mid-week social in 
the church with cakes and tea followed by a 
Cliff Richard film! We also had a lively and        
interactive Bible study later in the month. 

    There was also a wedding blessing which 
had been postponed from May because of the   
lock-down. The venue was at Hotel La       
Caparena. The music for the service was led 
by an accomplished keyboard player and    

violinist. Ruth and I were invited to the      
reception where we enjoyed sumptuous food 
and company of guests from the UK. There 
was also singing, and dancing followed by a 
spectacular firework display. 

    We didn’t do any excursions this time ow-
ing to cancellations of various buses, Covid      
restrictions and end of season closing.     
However, we explored more of Taormina and 
outskirts. We were blessed with good weather 
and enjoyed swimming at Isola Bella and Lido 
Spisone. Watch out for the jellyfish though! 

Fr. Adrian and Mrs. Ruth Whitehall 


