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My husband Einar and I     
returned to Taormina for a 
2nd visit (previously there in 
September 2017) to cover the 
services for Sept. 2019. This 
amounted to 5 Sunday services, plus one 
‘Service of Prayer and Dedication after a Civil 
Marriage’. The latter was a particular pleasure 
for me, occasions for marriages (or 
‘blessings’) being few and far between during 
my earlier Trondheim ministry. It was also an 
extra pleasure as by coincidence the couple 
involved were well-known figures from     
Norway. This service was held in a local     
Roman Catholic church due to the large num-
ber of guests. I had been able to communi-
cate with the couple via Skype beforehand, 
and this plus an efficient wedding planner 
helped things go smoothly. 

The 5 regular Sunday services were also a 
pleasure to lead, with the faithful help of the 
local verger Salvatore and the few regular 
members of the local congregation. The    
majority of attendants at the services were 
tourists. Appreciation was often expressed for 
the availability of services, the hospitality   
offered afterwards, and the opening of the 
church at intervals during weekdays. The 
church’s lovely position and the shelter and 
peace it offers in a very busy and popular 
holiday town are very attractive. 

In addition to the above, the congregation 
hosted a film night at the church while I was 
there, together with the 
local German    Lutheran 
congregation, and on    
another day we had a bi-
ble study, on the texts for 
the Festival of Michael 
and all Angels, where 3 
women attended in  addition to myself. 

One of the Sunday services was, as normal, a 
cooperation with the German Lutheran 
church, and I welcomed their newly arrived 
priest, Sabine Kluger, on her first visit to 

Taormina. We shared the liturgy and preach-
ing between us, using the standard service 
previously produced. 

In contrast to our last visit, when we received 
a warm welcome and shared worship, we had 
no contact with Pastor Giovanni and the 
Randazzo congregation. 

No particular pastoral needs surfaced, and I 
did not pay any visits, though appreciated the 
chance to talk to people after services. My 
impression, as previously, was that the      
regular members are very good at caring for 
each other and keeping in touch, as far as 
they are able. 

An obvious concern is the long-term future of 
this small and aging, but inspiring, congrega-
tion. I wondered if there was any possibility 
of some youthful and idealistic ecumenical 
movement moving into the area that could in 
some way provide support and direction for 
future work. (Thinking of how the original 
founder member Mabel Hill not only instigat-
ed the building of the church in the 1920s but 
also developed practical community projects 
and urged the Salesians to start work in the 
area. The house where she lived, now the 
local Franciscan convent just down the road, 
is currently aiming to sell up its property.) 
One thing that looks sure is that, even if cli-
mate change measures gradually result in 
less people flying frequently abroad,              
Taormina will remain a popular holiday (and 
second home?)  resort both for Italians and 
for visitors from around the world for the 
foreseeable future. 
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