
      Lamentations 3:22-23       
               English Standard Version (ESV) 

     22 The steadfast love of the                                                                                                    

LORD never ceases;[a]   
    his mercies never come to an 

end;  23 they are new every                       

morning; great is your faithfulness. 
 

Thinking of our time at St. George’s this year, my mind 

jumped to these verses.  They not only       

describe God’s relationship with us but inform 

our lives in the church.  They remind us that 

God is faithful, and that in our quest for faith-

fulness to God, new opportunities are always 

presenting  themselves.  Those new           

opportunities arise among our own group, in 

the community at large and among those 

whose lives, even for a few  moments,            

intersect with ours. 

It is said that ministry occurs in the            

interruptions and we see this clearly in the 

ministry of Jesus.  Whatever was going on, 

Jesus was available to those who would      

interrupt him, and, at those moments, miracles         

occurred. 

In a very positive sense, our time in Taormina is an  

interruption.  It is an interruption in our daily life, our 

ways of doing things and the identity of those with 

whom we interact.  It is an interruption that makes  

possible ministry in several forms. 

In the community of our chaplaincy, we gather, support 

one another, spend times in study, worship and        

fellowship.  Every gathering in an opportunity to receive 

the newness of God’s presence in our midst,          

challenging us to see things from a different            

perspective and to be open to what God might be    

wanting to do in our lives.  From this core, other     

ministry springs. 

We interact with those in our community, people of 

other cultures and traditions.  God makes himself 

known to others through us, and gives us opportunities 

to see beyond our differences into the unity of all     

humanity.  Our interactions on an ecumenical basis  

afford us the opportunity to be together and focus on 

our commonalities and perceive that above all we are 

not that different from one another. 

The welcoming of visitors is perhaps the most          

important thing we do in the interruptions.  Holiday-

makers bring with them a variety of needs and        

concerns.  Disconnected and in an interruption of their 

own, they seek something comforting, comfortable or 

familiar.  Sometimes that is as simple as word of     

welcome, and expression of concern or simply a human 

presence.  Sometimes the interactions are within church 

walls and sometimes elsewhere. 

The church itself represents presence, but that also 

comes effectively from individuals of the church at 

large.  A joy of wearing a clerical collar is that 

visible sign of presence that often brings   

surprising or unexpected encounters. 

One such encounter was with a young man 

who hailed me down on the via Pirandello, as 

we were returning from an ecumenical event.  

His request was, “Father, would you give me 

a blessing.”  That led to a conversation, his 

revelation of what was going on in life and 

the identification of a more specific prayer 

need.  The encounter was life-changing on 

more that one level.  There were many other 

encounters with those seeking a quiet place, a 

bit of coolness out of the hot sun, or even a few      

moments of counsel or conversation. 
 

Services 

Worship is at the core of our 

time in Taormina, and we were 

blessed to enjoy 9    Sundays 

in May and June, two of those 

shared with the Lutheran  

congregation. Because we 

had talked to a   number of 

people in the past who could 

not attend the regular service due                                

to Sunday departures, I decided to                          

add a  Saturday  celebration of the Eucharist at 6 p.m.  

I was simply in the church and prepared at 6 to await 

arrivals.  I had a congregation about half of the time, 

and it ranged from 3 to 5, but it 

was a joy to be able to do this 

and I perceived that it met a 

real need on more than one   

occasion.    We also had a        

celebration of Ascension Day on   

Thursday, May 30, duly marking 

this major feast. 
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    Bible Study  

    We continued our regular 

    Bible Study with sessions 

    in both May and June.  

    Using an African Bible 

    Study method, we delved 

into scriptures for the upcoming Sunday.  At both      

sessions, we looked at the Gospel reading.  After    

reading the passage through, each participant         

suggested a word or phrase from the reading that stood 

out to her or him.  On the second round, we told why 

and on the third round,  we shared what we intended to 

do with what we had identified.  It is a very thought-

provoking method that encourages us to put the words 

of scripture into action in our individual lives.  The    

discussions are always lively and encouraging (and the 

refreshments are also good). 

 

Annual Meeting 

This was our first time to 

have the opportunity to    

attend the Annual General 

Meeting at St. George’s.  

Nearly everyone on the  

electoral roll was present, so 

it was an opportunity to be 

with  the full congregation on 

the same Sunday.  I was  

impressed with the way in which the lay leadership 

keeps things moving forward, and the way in which  

various ones step forward to share leadership skills. 

The meeting was preceded by a lovely bring and share 

lunch – what an opportunity to share food across     

traditions and cultures! 

 

Ecumenical Activities 

The opportunity to participate in 
ecumenical and interfaith activi-
ties has always been a particular 
joy.  Working with Norma, our 
ecumenical officer, and Suor 
Tarcisia, who coordinates     
ecumenical activities for the  
Diocese of Messina, we have 
had many  interesting and         

significant opportunities 
for sharing and        
interaction.  Our first 
event was a visit to the 
convent of the Piccole 
Sorelle Dei Poveri (the 
Little Sisters of the 
Poor) in  Messina.  We 
took gifts to help the 

sisters in their work with the aged and joined in an  
ecumenical prayer service with the leaders of several 
Christian  denominations.  The day ended with a      
reception for the residents of the home and the       
ecumenical participants.  During our time in Taormina, 
we had several opportunities to visit with Suor Tarcisia, 
an   experience that is  always de-
lightful.  We also travelled to Altarello 
for the annual gathering at the 
Church of Maria Santissima di Porto 
Salvo.   Often an ecumenical prayer 
gathering, the program this year was a lecture on the 
Council of Nicea given by Professor Crimi of 

the University of Catania, 
who was joined at the 
table by the Bishop of 
Acireale.  The evening 
concluded with the    

recitation of the Lord’s 
Prayer by the   Bishop and all 

of the priests’ present (of which I was one).   This event 
is usually of the Feast of SS.   Peter and Paul but was 
moved this year to June 27.  On June 28, we attended 
the       ordination 
of 6 men to the     
priesthood at the 
Cathedral in    
Messina.  It was a 
moving and    
splendid evening.  
The ecumenical 
delegation, of which I was part, was seated in the  
chancel, and had a remarkable view of the service.  We 
were greeted at the Peace by the 
Archbishop and    Auxiliary Bishop 
of Messina.  The lovely cathedral, 
of Norman origin, but rebuilt both 
after the 1908 earthquake and the 
war, has the largest organ in Italy.  
The organ was used to great effect in the liturgy. 

 

Renewal                              

of Wedding Vows 

 

I was available to conduct a 

service of Thanksgiving for 

Marriage on the beach at the 

Lido la Caravella (owned by 

Sylvia’s son).  I was expecting 

the couple, celebrating their 

25th anniversary, to be from 

England.  As it turned out, 

both were chiropractors from 

Arizona.  We had a lovely evening service of renewal on 

the beach (I was the only principal participant in 

shoes).  Mary Ann and I stayed afterward for a delicious 

dinner at the restaurant.  
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                  CHURCH PROJECTS 

        New Signs for front & back gates 

In consultation with 
others, Mary Ann     
designed a new  
banner for the fence 
at the front.  This is 
a colorful sign of    

welcome to passersby.  We also prepared a 
smaller banner to be placed at the back gate. 

Cross 

The original 
cross on the 
top gate was 
destroyed 
several years 
ago by a   

falling tree, and we had inquired 
about its replacement.  Franco, from the ceramics shop 
across the street, arranged (at the instigation of       
Eugenio) for the making of a new cross and for its    
installation. The process required looking for a picture 
of the original so that its design could be 
duplicated.  Mary Ann located one online 
and Franco took it from there.  The project 
was completed on Monday, July 1, the day 
before our departure.  Five of us gathered 
that day for the Solemn Blessing of a Cross. 

PR: Church Web Site & Find A Church 

Mary Ann, Susan and Norma   
reviewed and prepared content 
and pictures & written             
information for the church web-
site prior to having a productive 

work session with Allen, our webmaster.  It is hoped 
that the new website, which Allen has done a great job 
designing, can be fully operational shortly.  Mary Ann 
and Susan updated the entry on the “A church near 
you” link on the Church of England  website.  The     
pictures of ministry at St. George’s will give a better   
picture of what we are doing, and have already        
attracted a request for renewal of wedding vows.  Mary 
Ann also spent some time updating the Church bulletin 
boards.  

 

 

Lutherans @ St. George’s 

We shared two Sundays with the        
Lutheran congregation and their interim 
Pastor, Jutta Sperber.  It was delightful 
to meet Jutta and share our common 
faith with her and with her congregation.  
A highlight of the May service was the 

baptism of a young girl whose mother is part of the  
Lutheran congregation.  We worked to   coordinate the 
service with a good blend of both of our traditions.   

Movie Night 

Due to some complications with 
equipment and programming, 
our May movie night was     
postponed.  The promise of 
something on “Shakespeare in      
Messina” did not materialize, but 
Pastor Sperber did  locate an interesting film on the  
introduction of football (soccer) in Germany by an   
English tutor.  There was an interesting juxtaposition of 
English boys singing “God Save the Queen” and       
German boys singing “Heil dir im Seigerkranz” the old 
German Imperial Anthem, both sung to the same tune. 
 

German Students 

We were pleased to welcome a group of 8 German   
students who had been studying theology at the     
Waldensian Faculty of        
Theology in Rome and their 
counselor. Following the   
movie, we repaired with   
Pastor Sperber and the     
students to the Pizzeria    
Vecchia Taormina, owned by 
the son of one of our friends from the Lutheran       
congregation.  It was a delightful evening. 

 

Additionally 

Our two months were filled with worship, study, 
fun, fellowship, new experiences, shopping trips, 
adventures, wonderful meals, the making of new 
ties and the renewal of old ones.  We were hosted 
and cared for marvelously.  Above all, just being 
together offered the greatest joy.  
 

Taormina and the world are enriched by 

the presence of St. George’s Church, and we 

are very grateful to be a part of this 

Christian community.                             

We look forward with great anticipation 

to our return next year.  

Before After 
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