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It was wonderful to be in Taormina 
for the fourth time, and this time for 

two months, May and June.  The weather was   
different, but beautiful, and the climate of the con-
gregation and city were as warm as ever.  We are 
most grateful for the way we were cared for,    
supported, hosted and entertained by many mem-
bers of St. George’s during the course of our stay. 

As always, the regular round of worship at St. 
George’s is the most meaningful part of our time, 
and two months blessed us with eight Sundays to 
be with the congregation and their many visitors.  

It is such a joy, week after week to meet both  
regulars and visitors, the latter coming from 
around the English-speaking world and beyond.  

Weekday openings afford the opportunity to greet 
many others and engage in interesting             
conversations about the church, the community, 
faith and the home countries of the visitors.   

Our regular round of weekday and special events 
added to our times for fellowship and study.  The 
last movie night of the season [with the Lutherans] 
was on May 9th.  Bela, the German student       
volunteer, made his way by bus from Catania, 
movie and equipment in hand.  Our film was 
“Genius” which was about the life of American nov-
elist Thomas Wolfe.  I believe most found the mov-
ie well done but poignant. 

Bible Study 

The regular monthly Bible Study was held on May 
16, and again on June 13.  Both sessions were well 
attended, and the discussions were good.  As in 
the past, we used an African Bible Study method, 
which opens the passages 
for personal reflection and 
sharing.  In both instances, 
we used the Gospel read-
ings for the following    
Sundays.  Lucas and Mary 
Ann (my son and wife) did 
not arrive until after the 
first meeting and missed 
the second so that they 
could take Marcia to the 
Airport in Catania.  

Ecumenical Activities 

Ecumenical activities have always been a signifi-
cant part of our time in Taormina.  Our May service 
with the Lutheran congregation was on May 20, 
the Feast of Pentecost.  This is a most important 
day for a joint witness as we celebrate the Birthday 
of the [One] Church.  Kim was with us to play the 
keyboard – a great help to me in singing less famil-
iar German hymns.  A highlight of the day was the 
baptism of baby Delilah-Jane, not quite two 
months old, whose parents Sally and Massimo had 
their marriage blessed at St. George’s a few years 
ago.  It was a joyful celebration and homecoming. 

On June 9, several of us traveled to Randazzo for 
an ecumenical gathering at the Anglican Church of 
Sant’Alberto di Trapani with the ecumenical group 
SAE (Secretariat of Ecumenical Activities) from 
Messina.  Following a wonderful lunch at a restau-

rant in Randazzo, we gathered at the church for a 



prayer service and a 
time of ecumenical  
discussion.  The group 
works to bring persons 
from a variety of    
confessions together 
for prayer and dialog.  
This gathering gave us 
the added benefit of 

being with Fr. Giovanni and our Anglican brothers 
and sisters in Randazzo.   Mary Ann was our      
intrepid driver, and Susan, Norma, Antoinette and I 
were her grateful passengers.  

During the week of June 17, Fr. Giovanni (priest at 
Randazzo) and I traveled to Oxford, England, for a 

course at Wycliffe Hall.    
Entitled “A Literary Pil-

grimage to Christian 
Oxford”, the course 
featured prominent 
scholars and teach-

ers lecturing on a 
number of authors, 

such as C. S. Lewis, Doro-
thy L. Sayers and J. R. R. Tolkien.  It also afforded 
an opportunity to experience Oxford, which has 
long been a center of theological study.  Spending 
this amount of time with Fr. Giovanni was a great 
experience as together we explored Oxford and the 
world of language and communication.   

I returned in time for a final ecumenical event, a 
gathering at the Convent of the Daughters of     
Divine Zeal (Figlie del Divino Zelo) adjoining Santo 
Spirito Church in Messina.  The ecumenical/
interfaith group decided to change its annual Festa 
dello Spirito to focus on service, and to provide a 
meal for the poor.  Following a short service of 
prayer in the beautiful baroque church, we ad-
journed to the adjoining hall for a sumptuous meal 
of donated food.  Our contribution was fruit – cher-

ries and tomatoes.  We were treated to 
music, fellowship and hospitality.  Our 
friend, Suor Tarcisia, is one of the    
organizers of the group, and it was a 
joy to see her.  Mary Ann again drove 
us and ably responded to navigation 
assistance from Norma and me.  

Lutherans @ St. George’s 

Our last Sunday was the      
rescheduled Anglican/Lutheran 
Eucharist.  Because Pastor   
Andreas was away in Ham-
burg, Gisela Salomon, a lay 
preacher, read the Gospel and 
preached in German.  It was 
good to have Gisela with us 
and to welcome Bela and an-
other student volunteer.  Our 
son, Lucas (who is studying 
German at University), and the 

two German volunteers went for pizza after the 
service, and, I am sure, they contributed to the  
development of each other’s language skills.  

Wedding Blessing 

Wedding Blessings are always a highlight for my 
time in Taormina.  On June 1, we welcomed a 
lovely couple for a particularly beautiful blessing 
ceremony.  Paul and Maria both live in London and 
are active in their Parish in Paddington.  Both are 
in the music business, so music was important in 
planning for the service.  Their planner arranged 
for a wonderful group of musicians, bringing in a 

baby grand   
piano (we wor-
ried, for no rea-
son, about how 
it would get 
through the 
gate and down 
the ramp into 
the church).  
The pianist 

was joined by a string quartet 

and a soprano 
soloist.  

The traditional service, with Communion, was 



made particularly 
meaningful by the 
desire of the couple 
to make sure all of 
those present felt 
comfortable with the 
service and knew 
they were welcome 
to participate.  It 
was a particular joy 
for me to be a part 
of their day and a 
chief witness to their 
vows. 

Paul is the 
artistic 
manager of 

a well-known 
British pop band, and all of the members 
of the band were there to support him 
and Maria on their wedding day.   

Church Projects 

Norma and Mary Ann collaborated in 
the preparation of a new guide to St. 
George’s which we had printed in a 
convenient format at home and 
brought along with us.  It proved a 
popular item among visitors.  It’s   
always good to be able to go to the 
source of information and take it 

along for further study.   

There was also a 
flurry of activity on 
three different days 
to clean up the back 
of the church and to 
organize the book 
stall.  I know how 
churches sometimes 
get over-burdened 
with well-intentioned 
donations and a lot 
of work is needed to put things in 
order.  Thanks go to both Susans, 
Norma, Anne and Barbara, and to 
those who helped haul things up and 
off the premises.  

Following the cleanup in the back of 
the church, Mary Ann and Norma 
tackled the renewal of the display 

boards.  Because many pictures had come loose, 
and information needed to be refreshed, this was a 
big task.  To keep things in place and secure, Mary 
Ann put the items in plastic sleeves and rearranged 
the presentation.  

In addition to the other new initiatives while we 
were at St. George’s, Susan and Mary Ann met 
twice with Allen to work on a new website.  In 
these times, the web presence is very important, 
and it is good to see new ideas percolating.  Allen 
has done some impressive work, and we are all 
grateful that he has volunteered to help St. 
George’s.   

Three parishioners from St. Luke’s, 
Springfield, IL USA, our home 
church, joined us at different 
times and enjoyed experiencing 
Taormina.  They loved seeing 
what we have raved about and 
would love to return.   

Ministry 

   Each year brings greater appreciation on                                        

our part of the efforts of all those involved in the 

work of a chaplaincy.  Important ministry takes 

place on a daily basis in these congregations, and it 

would not happen without hours of dedicated    

service on the part of the congregation and its 

leaders.  The rewards/results of this ministry do 

not come in ways that can be easily quantified, 

but, in terms of actual “lives touched” by a       

ministry, the numbers might be greater than in an 

ordinary congregation.  And, of course, that type of 

increase is the gift of God.   

It is a joy for our family to be 

part of the ministry in Taormina, 

and we look forward with      

great anticipation to                        

May and June of next year.  


