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The Sunday before Lent 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let 

us pray with one heart and mind. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of 

your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love 

for you; now and for ever. Amen 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 

perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the 

minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light 

of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ 

as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it 

is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has 

shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Mark 9:2-9 

Six days later, Jesus took Peter, James, and John and went 

up on a high mountain. They were all alone there. While these 

followers watched him, Jesus was changed. His clothes 

became shining white—whiter than anyone on earth could 

make them. Then two men were there talking with Jesus. 

They were Elijah and Moses. 

Peter said to Jesus, “Teacher, it is good that we are here. We 

will put three tents here—one for you, one for Moses, and one 

for Elijah.” 
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Peter did not know what to say, because he and the other two 

followers were so afraid. 

Then a cloud came and covered them. A voice came from the 

cloud and said, “This is my Son, the one I love. Obey him!” 

The followers looked, but they saw only Jesus there alone 

with them. 

 As Jesus and the followers were walking back down the 

mountain, he gave them these instructions: “Don’t tell anyone 

about what you saw on the mountain. Wait until after the Son 

of Man rises from death. Then you can tell people what you 

saw.”   

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Hymn: Stay, Master, Stay 

1. Stay, Master, stay, upon this heavenly hill; 

A little longer, let us linger still; 

With all the mighty ones of old beside, 

Near to God’s holy presence still abide; 

Before the throne of light we trembling stand, 

And catch a glimpse into the spirit land. 

2. Stay, Master, stay! we breathe a purer air; 

This life is not the life that waits us there; 

Thoughts, feelings, flashes, glimpses come and go; 

We cannot speak them—nay, we do not know; 

Wrapped in this cloud of light we seem to be 

The thing we fain would grow—eternally. 

3. No! saith the Lord, the hour is past, we go; 

Our home, our life, our duties lie below. 

While here we kneel upon the mount of prayer, 
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The plough lies waiting in the furrow there! 

Here we sought God that we might know His will; 

There we must do it, serve Him, seek Him still. 

4. If man aspires to reach the throne of God, 

O’er the dull plains of earth must lie the road; 

He who best does his lowly duty here, 

Shall mount the highest in a nobler sphere: 

At God’s own feet our spirits seek their rest, 

And he is nearest Him who serves Him best. 

Samuel Greg (1804-1877) 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 

with power from on high.   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

A collect for the Sunday before Lent 

Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in majesty before 

he suffered death upon the cross: give us grace to perceive 

his glory, that we may be strengthened to suffer with him and 

be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; who is alive 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 
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God, who throughout the ages has spoken to us through men 

and women of faith, inspire us with your spirit that we too may 

show others the way to you. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord Jesus, whose divinity was revealed to his followers on a 

mountain top. May we learn, as Peter had to, that we cannot 

preserve such experiences or keep them to ourselves; but 

instead, enable us to come down from the mountain to serve 

you in everyday life. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Spirit of God, who gave strength to the disciples as they made 

the difficult journey with Jesus to Jerusalem and his 

crucifixion, make us strong in faith and love to serve our 

neighbours in your name. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with 

confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Holy God, we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ: may 

we reflect his life in word and deed, that all the world may 

know his power to change and save. This we ask through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, and keep us 

in eternal life. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Hymn: Love Divine 

1. Love divine, all loves excelling, 

joy of heaven to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion 

pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, 

enter every trembling heart. 

2. Come, almighty to deliver, 

let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 

never more thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 

glory in thy perfect love. 

3. Finish then thy new creation, 

pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation, 

perfectly restored in thee. 

Changed from glory into glory, 

till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
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Copyright 

The hymns were reproduced from the Church of England website 

under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-

NoDerivatives 4.0 International License, and broadcast under St 

Luke’s Church Copyright Licence 5059932-03-4761. To view a copy 

of the creative commons license, visit 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ or send a letter 

to Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, 

USA. 

The liturgy is from Common Worship © The Church of England. 

Bible readings are from New Revised Standard Version Bible: 

Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

