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The fourth Sunday of Epiphany 

God in Christ has revealed his glory. 

Come let us worship. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting 

the Lord’s name is greatly to be praised. 

Give him praise, you servants of the Lord. 

O praise the name of the Lord! 

Psalm 24 

1 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and 

those who live in it; 

2 for he has founded it on the seas, and established it on the 

rivers. 

3 Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand 

in his holy place? 

4 Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who do not 

lift up their souls to what is false, and do not swear deceitfully. 

5 They will receive blessing from the Lord, and vindication 

from the God of their salvation. 

6 Such is the company of those who seek him, who seek the 

face of the God of Jacob. 

7 Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient 

doors! that the King of glory may come in. 

8 Who is the King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the 

Lord, mighty in battle. 

9 Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient 

doors! that the King of glory may come in. 
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10 Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King 

of glory.  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 

be, world without end, Amen. 

Luke2:22-40 

When the time came for their purification according to the law 

of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him 

to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every 

firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and 

they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law 

of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 

Simeon; his man was righteous and devout, looking forward 

to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 

It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.  

Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when 

the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 

customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and 

praised God, saying, 

‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a 

light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 

Israel.’ 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was 

being said about him. 
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Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This 

child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, 

and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner 

thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce 

your own soul too.’ 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of 

the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with 

her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a 

widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 

worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At 

that moment she came, and began to praise God and to 

speak about the child to all who were looking for the 

redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the 

Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 

The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and 

the favour of God was upon him. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 

with power from on high.   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
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A collect for Candlemas 

Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nations and glory of Israel: 

make your home among us, and present us pure and holy to 

your heavenly Father, your God, and our God. Amen. 

God, who gave peace to Simeon, we pray for peace in our 

troubled world: peace for those who are anxious about what 

the future holds; peace for those who are fearful for their 

health, safety or livelihood; peace for those who are weary 

and waiting for it all to end. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Jesus who came among us to show us how much we are 

loved, we pray that you will be with all those who feel unloved: 

children living in violent households; older people isolated 

from their families; those of all ages who are experiencing 

bullying at work, school or online. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Holy Spirit, who inspired your messenger, Simeon, to tell 

Mary that her soul would be pierced with a sword, make us 

ready to face whatever difficulties may be ahead of us, 

knowing that we do not fight them alone. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, give us grace to serve you in all 

that we do, this week and throughout our lives. Amen. 
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Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with 

confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, who lived to 

welcome the Messiah: may we, who have received these gifts 

beyond words, prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes 

to bring us to eternal life; for he is alive and reigns, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

Let us go in peace. 

We go into the world to walk in God’s light, to rejoice in 

God’s love, and to reflect God’s glory. Amen. 

Words to the hymns 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here; 

come bow before Him now with reverence and fear. 

in Him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground; 

be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 

He burns with holy fire, with splendour He is crowned. 

How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light! 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 
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Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place; 

He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister His grace. 

No work too hard for Him, in faith receive from Him; 

be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.  

David J Evans © 1986 Thankyou Music, worshiptogether.com 

songs excl UK & Europe, adm. by kingswaysongs.com. 

www.kingswaysongs.com.  

1 God is working his purpose out as year succeeds to year, 

 God is working his purpose out, and the time is drawing near; 

 nearer and nearer draws the time, the time that shall surely be, 

 when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God as the 

waters cover the sea. 

2 From utmost east to utmost west wherever feet have trod, 

 by the mouth of many messengers goes forth the voice of 

God, 

 'Give ear to me, ye continents, ye isles, give ear to me, 

 that the earth may be filled with the glory of God as the waters 

cover the sea.' 

3 What can we do to work God's work, to prosper and increase 

 the love of God in all mankind, the reign of the Prince of 

Peace? 

 What can we do to hasten the time, the time that shall surely 

be, 

 when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God as the 

waters cover the sea? 

4 All we can do is nothing worth unless God blesses the deed; 

 vainly we hope for the harvest-time till God gives life to the 

seed; 

 yet nearer and nearer draws the time, the time that shall surely 

be, 

 when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God as the 

waters cover the sea. 

Arthur Campbell Ainger (1841-1919) 
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Copyright 

The hymns were reproduced from the Church of England website 

under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-

NoDerivatives 4.0 International License, and broadcast under St 

Luke’s Church Copyright Licence 5059932-03-4761. To view a copy 

of the creative commons license, visit 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ or send a letter 

to Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, 

USA. 

The liturgy is from Common Worship © The Church of England. 

Bible readings are from New Revised Standard Version Bible: 

Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

