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The first Sunday of Epiphany 

God in Christ has revealed his glory. 

Come let us worship. 

From the rising of the sun to its setting 

the Lord’s name is greatly to be praised. 

Give him praise, you servants of the Lord. 

O praise the name of the Lord! 

 

Acts 19:1-7 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the 

inland regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some 

disciples.  

He said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 

became believers?’  

They replied, ‘No, we have not even heard that there is a 

Holy Spirit.’  

Then he said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’  

They answered, ‘Into John’s baptism.’  

Paul said, ‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance, 

telling the people to believe in the one who was to come 

after him, that is, in Jesus.’  

On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy 

Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and 

prophesied — altogether there were about twelve of them. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
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Mark1: 4-11 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people 

from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him 

in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  

Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 

around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  

He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 

thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming 

up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the 

Spirit descending like a dove on him.  

And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 

with power from on high.   
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We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

A collect for the 1st Sunday of Epiphany 

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to 

be your Son, anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant to us, 

who are born again by water and the Spirit, that we may be 

faithful to our calling as your adopted children; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Let us pray to God for the needs of the world. 

Almighty God, who revealed your Son to the world two 

thousand years ago, show us how to be ambassadors for 

you, demonstrating your love to those around us. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

Jesus Christ, who humbly submitted to the baptism of John, 

may we willingly accept whatever role you choose for us, 

however lowly it may be. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 

Spirit of truth and light, you descended on Jesus at his 

baptism, enliven us with your power that we may do your will 

in serving our neighbours. 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 
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Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 

Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with 

confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Lord of all time and eternity, you opened the heavens and 

revealed yourself as Father in the baptism of Jesus your 

beloved Son: by the power of your Spirit complete the 

heavenly work of our rebirth through the waters of the new 

creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us go in peace. 

We go into the world to walk in God’s light, to rejoice in 

God’s love, and to reflect God’s glory. Amen. 
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Words to the hymns 

1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

 Jesu, Lord, to thee we raise, 

 manifested by the star, 

 to the sages from afar; 

 branch of royal David's stem 

 in thy birth at Bethlehem: 

 anthems be to thee addressed 

 God in Man made manifest. 

2 Manifest at Jordan's stream, 

 Prophet, Priest and King supreme; 

 and at Cana wedding-guest 

 in thy Godhead manifest; 

 manifest in power divine, 

 changing water into wine: 

 anthems be to thee addressed, 

 God in Man made manifest. 

3 Manifest in making whole 

 palsied limbs and fainting soul; 

 manifest in valiant fight, 

 quelling all the devil's might; 

 manifest in gracious will, 

 ever bringing good from ill: 

 anthems be to thee addressed, 

 God in Man made manifest. 

4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, 

 mirrored in thy holy word; 

 may we imitate thee now, 

 and be pure, as pure art thou; 

 that we like to thee may be 

 at thy great Epiphany; 

 and may praise thee, ever blest, 

 God in Man made manifest. 

Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885), and Compilers of ‘Rejoice and Sing’  
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1 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 

 bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 

 with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 

 kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 

2 Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness, 

 high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 

 comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 

 guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 

 3 Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 

 of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 

 truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 

 these are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 

4 These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 

 he will accept for the name that is dear; 

 mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 

 trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 

5 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 

 bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 

 with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 

 kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 

John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811-1875)
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Copyright 

The carols were reproduced from the Church of England 

website under the Creative Commons Attribution-

NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License, 

and broadcast under St Luke’s Church Copyright Licence 

5059932-03-4761. To view a copy of the creative commons 

license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-

nd/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, 

Mountain View, CA 94042, USA. 

The liturgy is from Common Worship © The Church of 

England. 

Bible readings are from New Revised Standard Version 

Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 

America.  
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