
Statement of Needs 

The Parish Church of St. Matthew, Oxhey 

Context 

There are currently 77 on the Electoral Roll (full revision in hand) and a worshipping 

community of 65. The congregation includes primary school age children and teenagers 

who attend regularly. We admit children to Holy Communion before confirmation and 

there are currently four in this group. 

The church is used for Sunday services, a Thursday morning service, weddings, baptisms 

and funerals, occasional concerts and wedding receptions after the church marriage 

service. There are regular joint services with Bushey and Oxhey Methodist Church with 

whom we share Messy Church. At present this mostly takes place in the Methodist 

building due to lack of facilities at St. Matthew’s. 

The site for the church and hall falls quite quickly from south to north and there is also a 

marked, though lesser, slope from east to west. This means that each of the three access 

points to the church involves negotiating a varying number of steps which have hand 

rails but are worn and difficult to negotiate. 

At present the only toilets and facilities for providing refreshments are in the church 

hall. Anyone wishing to use the toilet must leave the church via steps and cross open 

ground whatever the weather. A disabled person needs to find someone to put down 

the metal ramps which are noisy and this can cause embarrassment. There are also 

safeguarding implications if the hall, which shares the toilets, is in use by a children’s 

group e.g. Brownies. There is also a Health and Safety implication in carrying equipment, 

water etc. from the hall to make refreshments.  

Tea Point and Toilet Facilities 

In order to be able to prepare refreshments in the church building we propose installing 

a tea point at the west end behind the screen.  This will involve moving the screen 

forward by 500mm (0.5 metres); there is adequate space around the screen to do this 

without negatively affecting how our church is used or the visual effect from the North 

door when entering the building.  The space behind the screen is currently only used for 

storage and these items can be relocated to alternative areas within the building.  There 

is a frontal chest behind the screen but this is not used for the current altar frontals and 

can therefore be moved or disposed of. Having a fixed serving point would be safer to 

use than collapsible tables as well as being easier to clean and would obviate the need 

for trailing electric wires for kettles/urn. 

The only water supply to the church feeds the central heating header tank and there are 

no tapped water or drainage facilities in the building so any water needed for use in 

services, to fill the font and for refreshments must be carried over from the hall.  The 

silver also needs to be carried to the hall for washing after services.   



With no toilet within the existing footprint of the church we propose installing an 

accessible toilet behind the screen. As well as the problems outlined above at present a 

parent/carer with more than one young child finds that they have to take all the children 

out of church if one needs to use the toilet.  

Running water and drainage facilities will play a significant part in both these 

improvements. 

 

Disabled Access  

We need to improve access to the building for wheelchair users and those with walking 

difficulties as well as for prams/buggies. There are steps to the north and south 

entrances, which are worn, and also steps up from the Vestry which is just inside the 

west door.  At present wheelchair access is via temporary metal ramps which afford 

entrance via the south chapel door but these are heavy and awkward to put up/take 

down.  They are difficult to push a wheelchair up, very steep for motorised buggies and 

independent access by a wheelchair user would require considerable effort.  They are 

also hard to negotiate with a pram/pushchair. The south door cannot be shut while the 

ramps are in use causing draughts and heat loss. 

Over the years the PCC has discussed various ways of improving access and we now 

propose installing a ramped external path with a landing area outside the south door 

plus a permanent timber ramp from the Lady Chapel to the south aisle.  The south 

entrance opens onto the car park and so is a logical alternative to the main entrance to 

the north. Alternatives such as lowering the floor of the Lady Chapel to allow level 

access from outside to the south aisle or installing a lift from the vestry level to the 

church level have been rejected on the grounds of cost, complexity and impact on other 

areas of the building. 

This improved access meets our MAP aim of becoming a community hub. 

Heating 

The church is heated by double panel Stelrad radiators fed by copper pipework from a 

Potterton Rapido gas fired boiler, 114KW, housed in a basement below the Lady Chapel 

in the south east corner of the building.  Large bore pipework extends in a loop from 

east to west along the centre nave in a trench with heating coils.  This system does not 

heat the building adequately in cold weather. The boiler is around 40 years old and 

replacement parts are now difficult to source.  We therefore propose to install a new, 

more efficient, boiler and upgrade the system to enable the heating to be run at a 

constant temperature which will provide background heating, reduce fluctuations in 

temperature and make it easier and more energy efficient to use.  This in turn will make 

the building more attractive to community users during the winter months as well as 

more comfortable for the congregation during services. 

We are currently seeking estimates and recommendations for this work. 



 

Summary 

The above plans will enable us to provide a more flexible space and community-friendly 

environment and to encourage more people into the church through social events, 

concerts (utilising the excellent acoustics), exhibitions etc. The church hall is well used 

and this would give us scope to hold events in the church and hall at the same time.  We 

are introducing an afternoon service, followed by tea, specifically for more elderly 

members who find the Sunday service too early, although it will be open to all. 

Logistically this new event will be easier and more attractive and comfortable after the 

proposed work is completed; however we do not want to wait before starting. We 

would also like to be able to host events such as a Charity Fair with representatives of 

local charities and organisations 

 Payment 

We intend to pay for this work from bequests and intend to apply for funding from grant 

giving organisations such as National Churches Trust, Garfield Weston Foundation 

(grants for greater flexibility including creating kitchen and toilet facilities and disabled 

access), Joseph Rank Trust and the memorial grant scheme for VAT rebate. 
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