
Family Christmas Service 

 

THE PREPARATION 

Reading 1: Genesis 1.1-3  from the back of the church   

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the 

earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the 

face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face 

of the waters.  Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there 

was light. 

Voices from the Choir of St Martin in the Fields will sing: 

Carol  It came upon the midnight clear   

It came upon the midnight clear, 

that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth 

to touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, 

from heaven’s all gracious King!" 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

to hear the angels sing. 
 

Still through the cloven skies they come,  

with peaceful wings unfurled,  

and still their heavenly music floats  

o'er all the weary world;  

above its sad and lowly plains,  

they bend on hovering wing;  

and ever o'er its Babel sounds  

the blessed angels sing.  
 

And ye beneath life's crushing load, 

whose forms are bending low, 

who toil along the climbing way 

with painful steps and slow; 
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look now, for glad and golden hours 

come swiftly on the wing; 

oh rest beside the weary road 

and hear the angels sing. 
 

For lo! the days are hastening on,  

by prophet bards foretold,  

when with the ever-circling years  

comes round the age of gold; 

when peace shall over all the earth  

its ancient splendours fling,  

and the whole world give back the song  

which now the angels sing. 
Edmund Hamilton Sears (1810-1876) 

 
Sung by St Martin’s Voices. Music: CC from The Church of England.  

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-

NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.  

To view a copy of this licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/  

 

Introduction: 
Welcome to the Church of St Michael, Sutton on the Hill for our 

benefice online Carol Service.   I hope it may be something you can 

share with your family, either in person if you are meeting at 

Christmas, or by email if not.   All but the last Carol are provided by 

members of the Choir of St Martin in the Fields.   

I am very grateful to the team from this church of St Michael who 

are doing the readings.   Thank you, Martin, Wendy, Tessa, Phil and 

Sue, and to David. 

 

Bidding Prayer 
 Into a world of darkness the light of Christ has come; 

 My brothers and sisters, as we celebrate this festival  

let us stand in awe before this mystery,   
 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


3 
 

With all God’s people saved by Christ’s incarnation  

and his precious offering, let us pray; 

For peace and justice according his will; 

for food and shelter for the hungry and homeless;  

in the name of him who found no room on earth,  

nor place to lay his head; 

For healing and wholeness for the sick and sad  

whom he healed, uplifted and consoled. 
 

Stand then in wonder at such love and mercy, 

For it is for you the Saviour has come. 

And in your heart he looks for room  

to make His holy dwelling place.    
Kenneth Carveley, All Year Round, BCTI Publications 1995 

 

In his name with confidence we pray, 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever.             Amen. 
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Prayer of Penitence 
A voice cries out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of 

the Lord.’ 

So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith. 

 

All God, we  confess that ours is still a world  

in which Herod seems to rule;  

the powerful are revered,  

the visions of the wise ignored, 

the poor are afflicted, 

and the innocent are killed. 

You show us that salvation comes                                                   

in the vulnerability of a child; 

yet we hunger for the ‘security’                                     

of weapons and walls. 

You teach us that freedom comes in loving service;  

yet we trample on others in our efforts to be ‘free’. 

 

Forgive us, God, when we look to the palace  

instead of the stable, 

when we heed politicians more than prophets. 

Renew us with the spirit of Bethlehem, 

that we may be better prepared for your coming. 

Amen. 
 

Absolution 
May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world  

to save sinners, bring you his pardon and peace.   Amen. 
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CAROL Long ago prophets knew sung by St Martin’s Voices 

1 Long ago, prophets knew  

 Christ would come, born a Jew,  

 come to make all things new;  

 bear his People's burden,  

 freely love and pardon.  

 Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!   

 Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!   

 When he comes,  

 when he comes,   

 who will make him welcome?  
 

2 God in time, God in man,  

 this is God's timeless plan:  

 he will come, as a man,  

 born himself of woman,  

 God divinely human.  

 Chorus  
 

3 Mary hail! Though afraid, 

 she believed, she obeyed. 

 In her womb, God is laid: 

 till the time expected, 

 nurtured and protected, 

 Chorus  
 

4 Journey ends! Where afar 

 Bethl'em shines, like a star, 

 stable door stands ajar. 

 unborn Son of Mary, 

 Saviour, do not tarry! 

 Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!   

 Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!   
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 Jesus comes!  

 Jesus comes!  

 We will make him welcome!  

Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) 

© 1971 Stainer & Bell Ltd 

 

READING 2  John the Baptist   Mark 1.1-8    
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

   who will prepare your way; 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

   “Prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make his paths straight” ’, 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people 

from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in 

the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed 

with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 

ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is 

more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 

stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized 

you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 
 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Carol    Once in Royal David’s city 

sung by St Martin’s Voices, with soloist Victoria Meteyard 

 

1 Once in royal David's city 

 stood a lowly cattle shed, 

 where a mother laid her baby 
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 in a manger for his bed: 

 Mary was that Mother mild, 

 Jesus Christ her little child. 

 

2 He came down to earth from heaven 

 who is God and Lord of all, 

 and his shelter was a stable, 

 and his cradle was a stall; 

 with the poor and mean and lowly 

 lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 

3 And through all his wondrous childhood 

 he would honour and obey, 

 love and watch the lowly Maiden, 

 in whose gentle arms he lay: 

 Christian children all must be 

 mild, obedient, good as he. 

 

4 Not in that poor lowly stable, 

 with the oxen standing by, 

 we shall see him; but in heaven, 

 set at God's right hand on high; 

 where like stars his children crowned 

 all in white shall wait around. 
Cecil Frances Alexander (née Humphreys) (1818-1895) 

 

READING 3:  Jesus is born   Luke 2.1-7  
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all 

the world should be registered.  This was the first registration 

and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went 

to their own towns to be registered.  Joseph also went from the 

town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 

family of David.  
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He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged 

and who was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in 

a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

CAROL The Angel Gabriel from heaven came 

 
 

 

READING 4:  The Shepherds Luke 2.8-16    
 

 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 
 

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around then, and they were terrified.  But the 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing 

you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this 

day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the 

Lord.  This will be a sign for you; you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 

and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 

peace among those who he favours!’ 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “let us go now to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Carol Joy to the world  sung by St Martin’s Voices 
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Joy to the world! The Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

let every heart prepare him room, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns! 

Your sweetest songs employ 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders, of his love.            Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

 

READING 5  The Wise Men   Matthew 2.1-12   
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 

Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 

“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  For 

we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage.”  When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and 

all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born.   

They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea: for so it has been 

written by the prophet:  Then Herod secretly called for the  

wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 

had appeared.  Then, he sent them to Bethlehem saying, “Go 
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and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him 

bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage.”  When they had heard the king, they set out and there 

ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 

until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they 

saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 

joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.  Then, 

opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh.   And having been warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 

another road. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Carol 4  As with gladness men of old                                 

sung by St Martin’s Voices 

1 As with gladness men of old 

 did the guiding star behold, 

 as with joy they hailed its light, 

 leading onward, beaming bright; 

 so, most gracious Lord, may we 

 evermore be led to thee. 

 

2 As with joyful steps they sped, 

 to that lowly manger-bed, 

 there to bend the knee before 

 him whom heaven and earth adore; 

 so may we with willing feet 

 ever seek thy mercy-seat. 

 

3 As they offered gifts most rare 

 at that manger rude and bare, 

 so may we with holy joy, 

 pure and free from sin's alloy, 
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 all our costliest treasures bring, 

 Christ, to thee, our heavenly King. 

 

4 Holy Jesu, every day 

 keep us in the narrow way, 

 and, when earthly things are past, 

 bring our ransomed souls at last 

 where they need no star to guide, 

 where no clouds thy glory hide. 

 

5 In the heavenly country bright 

 need they no created light; 

 thou its light, its joy, its crown, 

 thou its sun which goes not down; 

 there for ever may we sing 

 alleluias to our King. 
William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) 

 

READING 6 John’s Prologue  John 1.1-3 
 

            In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with 

God.  All things came into being through him, and without him 

not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in 

him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

            Thanks be to God. 

 
 

TALK 

 

PRAYERS 

Let us pray to Jesus our Saviour. 
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Christ, born in a stable, 

give courage and hope to all who are homeless; for refugees 

fleeing conflict and those without homes in this country through 

poverty. 

Jesus, Saviour, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Christ, for whom the angels sang, 

give the song of the kingdom to all who weep, especially those 

who mourn the death of loved ones 

Jesus, Saviour, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Christ, worshipped by the shepherds, 

give peace on earth to all who are oppressed; for those 

persecuted for their faith: Christians in Pakistan & Nigeria, Muslims in 

China and Burma. 

Jesus, Saviour, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Christ, before whom the wise men knelt, 

give humility and wisdom to all who govern: we pray for our 

government as decisions are made over Brexit and fighting the 

pandemic. 

Jesus, Saviour, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger, 

give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest in you.  We 

remember those who have died in recent months especially those who 

victims of Coronavirus 

Jesus, Saviour, 

hear our prayer. 
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Jesus, Saviour, child of Mary, 

you know us and love us, 

you share our lives 

and hear our prayer. 

Glory to you for ever. Amen. 

 

 David is going to sing In the Bleak Mid-Winter   

 

In the bleak midwinter   
 

In the bleak midwinter,  

frosty wind made moan, 

Earth stood hard as iron,  

water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow,  

snow on snow, 

In the bleak midwinter,  

long ago. 
 

Our God, heaven cannot hold Him,  

nor earth sustain; 

Heaven and earth shall flee away  

when He comes to reign. 

In the bleak midwinter  

a stable place sufficed 

The Lord God Almighty,  

Jesus Christ. 
 

Angels and archangels  

may have gathered there, 

Cherubim and seraphim  

thronged the air; 

But His mother only,  

in her maiden bliss, 

Worshipped the belovèd  
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with a kiss. 
 

What can I give Him,  

poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd,  

I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a Wise Man,  

I would do my part; 

Yet what I can I give Him:  

give my heart. 

 
 
BLESSING 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 

scatter the darkness from before your path, 

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 

and the blessing … 

Amen. 

 

 

 

POEM   After Christmas by Jim Strathdee   

  
 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star of the sky is gone, 

When the magi and the shepherds  

have found their way home, 

the work of Christmas begins: 

to find the lost and the lonely one, 

to heal the broken soul with love, 

to feed the hungry children with warmth and good food, 

to feel the earth below, 

the sky above! 
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To free the prisoner from all chains, 

To make the powerful care, 

To rebuild the nations 

With the strength of goodwill, 

To see God’s children everywhere! 
 

To bring hope to every task you do, 

To dance at a baby’s new birth, 

To make music in an old person’s heart 

And sing to the colours of the earth!   
Imaging the Word Vol 1 UCP 1994 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
 

Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’ 

All Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and waiting.    

All Amen.                            


