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The second Sunday of Christmas / Epiphany 

Carol: We, three kings from orient are 

Alleluia, alleluia. The Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us, and we have seen his glory.  

Alleluia! 

Isaiah 60:1-3 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the 

Lord rises upon you. 

See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over 

the peoples, but the Lord rises upon you and his glory 

appears over you. 

Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness 

of your dawn. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Carol: Brightest and best. 

Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem 

of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 

‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For 

we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage.’ 

When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 

Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born. 
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They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet:  

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 

least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a 

ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’ 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from 

them the exact time when the star had appeared. 

Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring 

me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead 

of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 

stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw 

that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  

On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 

opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 

another road. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.  
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We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 

with power from on high.   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

A collect for Epiphany 

Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to worship 

the Christ-child: guide and sustain us, that we may find our 

journey’s end in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us pray to God for the needs of the world. 

Dear God: as we begin a new year, a new chapter in all of 

our lives, we pray that you will go with us into the unknown. 

Guide the leaders of nations to find new solutions to age-old 

problems and not to continue to make the mistakes of the 

past 

Comfort those for whom the past year has been a time of pain 

and anxiety. Give them your assurance that their troubles will 

not last for ever. 

Give strength to those with difficult decisions to make this 

year: business people considering whether to carry on or to 

close down, people whose career plans have been thrown 

into disarray by the pandemic, older people no longer able to 

look after themselves. 

Give to us all a new spirit of love and peace that we may 

become better neighbours to all those around us. 

Amen. 
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Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with 

confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek: may 

we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light 

discern the glory of your presence in your Son, the Word 

made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain 

and support the anxious, be with those who care for the sick, 

and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. Amen.  

Carol: As with gladness  

Words to the carols 

1 We three kings of Orient are; 

 bearing gifts we traverse afar 

 field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

 following yonder star: 
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 O star of wonder, star of night,  

 star with royal beauty bright,  

 westward leading, still proceeding,  

 guide us to thy perfect light.  

 

Melchior  

2 Born a king on Bethlehem plain, 

 gold I bring, to crown him again- 

 King for ever, ceasing never, 

 over us all to reign: 

 Chorus  

Caspar  

3 Frankincense to offer have I; 

 incense owns a deity nigh: 

 prayer and praising, all men raising, 

 worship him, God most high: 

 Chorus  

Balthazar  

4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 

 breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

 sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 

 sealed in the stone-cold tomb: 

 Chorus 

 All  

5 Glorious now, behold him arise, 

 King and God, and sacrifice! 

 heaven sings alleluia, 

 alleluia the earth replies: 

 Chorus  

John Henry Hopkins (1820-1891) 

1 Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 

 dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid; 

 star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

 guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
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2 Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining; 

 low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; 

 angels adore him in slumber reclining, 

 Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all. 

3 Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 

 odours of Edom, and offerings divine, 

 gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 

 myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine? 

4 Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 

 vainly with gifts would his favour secure: 

 richer by far is the heart's adoration, 

 dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

5 Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 

 dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid; 

 star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

 guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

Reginald Heber (1783-1826) 

1 As with gladness men of old 

 did the guiding star behold, 

 as with joy they hailed its light, 

 leading onward, beaming bright; 

 so, most gracious Lord, may we 

 evermore be led to thee. 

2 As with joyful steps they sped, 

 to that lowly manger-bed, 

 there to bend the knee before 

 him whom heaven and earth adore; 

 so may we with willing feet 

 ever seek thy mercy-seat. 
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3 As they offered gifts most rare 

 at that manger rude and bare, 

 so may we with holy joy, 

 pure and free from sin's alloy, 

 all our costliest treasures bring, 

 Christ, to thee, our heavenly King. 

4 Holy Jesu, every day 

 keep us in the narrow way, 

 and, when earthly things are past, 

 bring our ransomed souls at last 

 where they need no star to guide, 

 where no clouds thy glory hide. 

5 In the heavenly country bright 

 need they no created light; 

 thou its light, its joy, its crown, 

 thou its sun which goes not down; 

 there for ever may we sing 

 alleluias to our King. 

William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) 
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