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The first Sunday of Christmas 

Carol: It came upon the midnight clear 

Alleluia, alleluia. The Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us, and we have seen his glory.  

Alleluia! 

Psalm 96: 1-4 

O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the 

earth. 

Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from 

day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvellous works 

among all the peoples. 

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; he is to be 

revered above all gods. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 

be, world without end, Amen. 

Carol: Silent Night. 

Luke 2:15-21 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us.’ 

So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

child lying in the manger. 
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When they saw this, they made known what had been told 

them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 

words and pondered them in her heart. 

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 

they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the 

child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel 

before he was conceived in the womb. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 

with power from on high.   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

A collect for the 1st Sunday of Christmas 

God in Trinity, eternal unity of perfect love: gather the nations 

to be one family, and draw us into your holy life through the 

birth of Emmanuel, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Let us pray to God for the needs of the world. 

Father of all, we pray that you will teach your children to live 

harmoniously together. Help us to share the resources that 

you provide for us fairly, understanding that “fairly” is not 

always the same as “equally”. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Precious Jesus, you came to us as a little child. Help us to 

care for all the children in our midst, taking the steps needed 

to ensure that they have sufficient food, clothing, shelter and 

education. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Spirit of love and truth, guide all those in authority in this 

country and across the world, that all nations may be well-

governed and no one will be subjected to harsh or unfair laws 

or punishments. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Three-in-one God, more complex that we can ever hope to 

understand, accept our prayers, which we offer in our 

ignorance and folly, and answer them in the ways that best 

fulfil your plans for our lives and your kingdom. Amen. 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with 

confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth the 

life of an earthly home: help your Church to live as one family, 

united in love and obedience, and bring us all at last to our 

home in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain 

and support the anxious, be with those who care for the sick, 

and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. Amen.  

Carol: Joy to the World  

Words to the introductory carol 

It came upon the midnight clear, 

that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth 

to touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, 

from heaven’s all gracious King!" 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

to hear the angels sing. 

Still through the cloven skies they come,  

with peaceful wings unfurled,  

and still their heavenly music floats  

o'er all the weary world;  

above its sad and lowly plains,  

they bend on hovering wing;  

and ever o'er its Babel sounds  

the blessed angels sing.  
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And ye beneath life's crushing load, 

whose forms are bending low, 

who toil along the climbing way 

with painful steps and slow; 

look now, for glad and golden hours 

come swiftly on the wing; 

oh rest beside the weary road 

and hear the angels sing. 

For lo! the days are hastening on,  

by prophet bards foretold,  

when with the ever-circling years  

comes round the age of gold; 

when peace shall over all the earth  

its ancient splendours fling,  

and the whole world give back the song  

which now the angels sing. 

Edmund Hamilton Sears (1810-1876) 

 



7 

 

  

Copyright 

“I came upon the midnight clear” was reproduced from the Church of 

England website under the Creative Commons Attribution-

NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License, and 

broadcast under St Luke’s Church Copyright Licence 5059932-03-

4761. To view a copy of the creative commons license, visit 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ or send a letter to 

Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA. 

“Silent night” and “Joy to the World” were recorded and signed by 

Christian BSL (https://christianbsl.com/) and used with permission. 

The liturgy is from Common Worship © The Church of England.  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://christianbsl.com/

