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The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Alleluia, alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 

paths straight, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

The Magnificat (the song of Mary) 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit 

rejoices in God my Saviour; he has looked with favour on 

his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed; the 

Almighty has done great things for me and holy is his name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him, from generation to 

generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm and has scattered the 

proud in their conceit, 

Casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the 

lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich 

away empty. 

He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, to remember 

his promise of mercy, 

The promise made to our ancestors, to Abraham and his 

children for ever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 

be, world without end, Amen. 

 

Carol: The Angel Gabriel from heaven came. 
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Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 

town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man 

whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 

name was Mary. 

And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The 

Lord is with you.’  

But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 

what sort of greeting this might be.  

The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your 

womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will 

be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 

Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He 

will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.’ 

Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’  

The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called 

Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 

has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her 

who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with 

God.’ 

Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 

with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed 

from her. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
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Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 

with power from on high.   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

A collect for the fourth Sunday in Advent 

Eternal God, as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, so we 

wait for his coming in glory; bring us through the birth pangs 

of this present age to see, with her, our great salvation in 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

We make our preparations, as did Mary and Joseph, trusting 

in God’s guidance. 

We come quietly to prayer, with thanks, that God has been 

with us in the uncertainties we have all experienced this year. 

We come in thankfulness for all the unexpected moments in 

our lives, the unplanned meetings and new friendships, the 

support of strangers, the services of many others. 

God our Father and Mother, we prepare to go on our Advent 

journey with Mary and Joseph. 

We bring our baggage: the things on our mind that worry, 

challenge, or threaten to overwhelm us. 

May we have the strength of Joseph and the love of Mary 

and leave behind the things we do not need. 
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We bring our people… family, friends, churches, those we 

have lost, those who have been born. 

May we have the strength of Joseph and the love of Mary 

and like them trust in your promise that you will be with 

us and your will is being done. 

We bring our neighbours, those around us, the lonely, the 

worried, the sick. 

May we have the strength of Joseph and the love of Mary 

and like them be sensitive and accepting of others. 

We bring Carers and Cared for, both young and old and all 

those who struggle with physical or mental health problems. 

May we have the strength of Joseph and the love of Mary 

and like them have grace to travel on when the 

journeying becomes hard and difficult and when there is 

little help. 

Joseph and Mary knew what it was like to be a refugee, to 

live in distressing circumstances, to flee from a country. 

May we therefore show love and compassion for such 

groups and work diligently and generously for their 

relief. 

We journey in excitement, with joy and with love. 

We seek a birth in us as you take us on this journey again. 

May our hope, our joy, our perseverance, be a guide to 

others; may we love in such a way that others recognize 

it as you working through us and see that they too are 

containers of your love. 

Amen. 
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Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with 

confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to be 

the mother of the promised saviour: fill us your servants with 

your grace, that in all things we may embrace your holy will 

and with her rejoice in your salvation; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

 Amen. 

 Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care for 

the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find 

comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
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