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The third Sunday of Advent 

Alleluia, alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 

paths straight, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

Psalm 126 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like 

those who dream. 

Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 

shouts of joy; then it was said among the nations, ‘The Lord 

has done great things for them.’  

The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. 

Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the 

Negeb. 

May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 

Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 

be, world without end, Amen. 

John 1:19-28 

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent 

priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are 

you?’ 

He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not 

the Messiah.’ 

And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ 

He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’  
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Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer 

for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ 

He said, ‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

“Make straight the way of the Lord” as the prophet Isaiah 

said.’ 

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, 

‘Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, 

nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ 

John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you 

stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming 

after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’  

This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was 

baptizing. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 

with power from on high.   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
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A collect for the third Sunday in Advent 

God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the Baptist 

to prepare the way of your Son: give us courage to speak the 

truth, to hunger for justice, and to suffer for the cause of right, 

with Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Let us pray to God for the needs of the world. 

Heavenly Father, as we prepare to celebrate the coming of 

your Son, be with all those for whom this Christmas will be a 

sad time: those who yearn to travel to visit loved-ones, but 

cannot; those who have lost those they love and for whom 

Christmas brings painful memories; those who cannot afford 

to buy for their families all the things that they would like to 

give them. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Lord Jesus, you were proclaimed by John the Baptist: be with 

those who are called to teach others about you: priests and 

deacons, chaplains and teachers. Give them wisdom and 

love that they may to know what to say and how to say it.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Holy Spirit, you speak through the prophets: inspire new 

prophets today to speak truth to power, to lead movements 

for change, and to enable us to make your world a better 

place.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with 

confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for all your gifts; kindle in us the 

fire of your Spirit that when your Christ comes again we may 

shine as lights before his face; who is alive and reigns now 

and for ever. 

 Amen. 

 Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care for 

the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find 

comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  

Words to hymns before and after the service 

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
 Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
 Make us your own, your holy people, 
 light for the world to see. 

 Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.  
 Shine through the darkness.  
 Christ be our light!  
 Shine in your church gathered today.  



6 

 

  

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
 Longing for hope, many despair. 
 Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
 Make us your living voice. 

 Chorus  

3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 
 Longing for water, many still thirst. 
 Make us your bread, broken for others, 
 shared until all are fed. 

 Chorus  

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
 Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
 Make us your building, sheltering others, 
 walls made of living stones. 

 Chorus  

5 Many the gifts, many the people, 
 many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
 Let us be servants to one another, 
 making your kingdom come. 

 Chorus  
Bernadette Farrell (born 1957) 

© 1994 Bernadette Farrell published by OCP Publications 
5536 NE Hassalo Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved. 

Used with permission 
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1 Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 
 once for favoured sinners slain; 
 thousand thousand saints attending 
 swell the triumph of his train: 
 alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 
 God appears on earth to reign. 

2 Every eye shall now behold him 
 robed in dreadful majesty; 
 those who set at naught and sold him, 
 pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
 deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
 shall the true Messiah see. 

3 Those dear tokens of his passion 
 still his dazzling body bears; 
 cause of endless exultation 
 to his ransomed worshippers: 
 with what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture, 
 gaze we on those glorious scars. 

4 Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 
 high on thine eternal throne; 
 Saviour, take the power and glory, 
 claim the kingdom for thine own: 
 O come quickly, O come quickly, O come quickly, 
 alleluia! come, Lord, come! 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788), Martin Madan (1726-1790), 
John Cennick (1718-1755) 
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Copyright 

The hymns used in these services are reproduced from the Church of England website 

under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International 

License, and broadcast under St Luke’s Church Copyright Licence 5059932-03-4761. To 

view a copy of the creative commons license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-

nc-nd/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, 

USA. 

The liturgy is from Common Worship © The Church of England.  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

