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                     What’s on at Christ Church        

                     Church Street, Stannington 

                         

                       CHRIST CHURCH IS ACTIVE! 

 

                   SUNDAY WORSHIP 

 

10.30 Sunday Service on 1st and 3rd Sundays will be a live Zoom service             

      which will include a discussion. Please see website for details of how to              

      obtain joining instructions. 

 

10.30 Sunday Service on the 2nd, 3rd and 5th Sundays each  month is                

      pre-recorded. The recordings of the services and sermons are available on         

      You Tube from the home page of the website. 

www.christchurchstannington.co.uk 
 

The church building is closed until at least 3rd December. It is hoped to restart 

Holy Communion services at 9am each Sunday in church when restrictions are relaxed. 

 

  

For more information:        Like our page:   www.facebook.com/ChristChurchStannington                  

                                 Website:   www.christchurchstannington.co.uk                                     

                                 E-mail:   info@christchurchstannington.co.uk 

        

       Parish Priest:                  Revd. Tim Fletcher,    

                                      The Vicarage, 214 Oldfield Road             Tel: 234 9247 

                                        E-mail: tim906fletcher@btinternet.com  

        

       Curate:                       Revd. Alison Cook                         Tel: 234 3463 

                                      E-mail: alison42cook@hotmail.co.uk 
        
       Parish Office :                  info@christchurchstannington.co.uk                                        

Christ Church mission statement:  

To know and share God’s love for all, growing in Christian community 

Christmas Worship at Christ Church 

Please check website or noticeboard by church gate for latest information 

20th December 10.30: Lessons and Carols, online, recorded 

24th December 16.00: Crib Service, online, recorded 

24th December 23.30: Holy Communion in church (tbc) booking essential 

25th December 10.30: Holy Communion, Zoom live 
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Revd Tim Fletcher writes: 

They will call him Immanuel which means ‘God 

with us’ (Matthew 1:23) 

As I write we are beginning another national 

lockdown as we seek to address the threat of 

coronavirus. Worries are being voiced over 

what Christmas will mean this year as families 

face the loss of loved ones and concerns are 

being raised over how Christmas can be     

celebrated in these circumstances. No matter 

what is agreed and arranged, one of the key 

messages of Christmas remains: God is with 

us. 

In our Christmas carol, ‘Hark the Herald       

Angels Sing’ we sing: ‘pleased as man with 

man to dwell, Jesus our Immanuel’. And it is 

this truth that our above Bible verse refers to, 

reminding us that God came to live among us 

in the person of Jesus and is still with us in the 

person of the Holy Spirit. 

So no matter what the circumstances are this 

Christmas and indeed throughout this time of 

lockdown and beyond – whether we are lonely, 

anxious or fearful, we are not alone. God is 

with us and we can talk to him and share our 

worries & fears – that is what prayer is, simply 

talking to God. We don’t have to know special 

words or set prayers – God loves us and 

wants to hear what is troubling us, just as any 

loving parent wants to hear what is worrying 

their children. 

And prayer does make a difference – some-

times it might change a situation but even if it 

doesn’t (and God does not promise to take all 

our troubles away) we do know the promise 

that God will help us in our troubles and give  

 

 

 

 

the strength we need to cope and have hope 

and joy in the midst of suffering.  

An example of this is the hymn writer Joseph 

Scriven who wrote, ‘What a friend we have in 

Jesus’. It sounds a jolly tune and we may think 

that Scriven didn’t have a care in the world but 

the truth is very different. He wrote the hymn 

out of extreme pain – he lost two fiancées in 

tragic circumstances and never married as a 

result. He wrote to say that Jesus was with him 

and helped him cope through his difficulties. 

One of my favourite Bible passages is Romans 

8:35-39 where the apostle Paul affirms that 

nothing can separate us from the love of God 

that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Like Joseph 

Scriven, these were not just nice words – Paul 

knew what it was like to suffer: he was flogged, 

beaten, stoned, shipwrecked, in danger at sea 

and in danger from many other sources; he 

endured long term illness, hunger and          

ultimately martyrdom. Yet God gave him the 

strength to keep going and to have joy despite 

his pain. 

This Christmas, perhaps more than ever, can 

we be encouraged to try praying – and find for 

ourselves that God is indeed with us and that 

we are not alone.    

Yours 

Tim 
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Editorial 

Once again this magazine is being published in digital format. Circumstances do not allow us to organise 

printing and delivery to all 5000 households in Stannington as we have done four times a year for four 

years. Some paper copies will be available for you to pick up in the local shops, should you so wish. 

Does a digital version work for you? Tell us what you think about that, or any other views on the          

magazine. You can leave a post on Christ Church’s Facebook page, or send a message to                   

info@christchurchstannington.co.uk.     

We are very aware that some in our community cannot easily access information online. If you know of 

anyone in this position, please help them to see this magazine.  

To our advertisers; please contact our advertising manager (see pg14) about your business needs. We 

realise that these may have changed as a result of the pandemic. 

Doorstep Carols: Do you remember how we clapped the NHS on Thursdays earlier in 

the year? Some Stannington residents are encouraging us to stand on our doorsteps at 

8pm on Thursdays in December to sing a carol together. The words  can be found on  

pages 8 and 9. 

Cover picture by Angela Crookes . Greetings cards and prints available from Stannington Hardware shop. 

 PaintingsbyAnge 
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Christmas Live 14th December 2020         

Live on Facebook at 7.00 pm  

Staring local singers and local carols 

How can this be? 

 

 

 

 

Keep watching  

Check our Facebook page 

   

   Christ Church Stannington 

            for updates.           

 Please like and share posts 

Let’s make it a  

Christmas to  

treasure 

 

www.christchurchstannington.co.uk 

https://www.facebook.com/ChurchStannington 

This year for every day in advent (from Sunday 29th 

November to Christmas Day) I am going to post a 
short video each day getting ready for Christmas. 
This can be found on the church’s Facebook,          

Instagram, website and 
YouTube pages. We will 
read through and make 
or use characters to act 
out the Christmas story 
in our own homes. You 
can also help the village 
to get ready for Christ-
mas this year by  deco-
rating all the Christmas 
trees in the church yard.  
There will be some craft 
materials put out in the  

 

 

lych gate at the front of church (similar to the              
Remembrance Day poppyseeds) and printable 
characters will be available on the church website, 
though you are more than welcome to make or use 
your own. This is an activity for all, whatever your 
age, as it would be lovely to decorate the trees as a 
whole community – but please observe social      
distancing. 

 Advent Online 
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                   STANNINGTON 

                     Funeral Service 

      CARING COMPASSIONATE 

  SERVICE FOR  

  STANNINGTON & SURROUNDING  

  AREAS 

 

   24 Hour Service 

   Private Chapel of Rest 

   Pre-payment Plans Available 

  Limousine Hire 

 

          0114 285 3013 

         98 OLDFIELD ROAD 

         STANNINGTON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WATER AID exists because “Water, toilets 

and hygiene are a human right.  Extreme pov-

erty cannot end until clean water, toilets and 
hygiene are a normal part of daily life FOR 

EVERYONE.”  www.wateraid.org  

 

Call today to have your oven, hob, extractor or 

Aga professionally cleaned 

Pippa Weir  

contact details 

Tel 0114 258 3466  

Mob tel. 07716 992648 

www.ovenwizards.com 
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JANE WALL and VIV WILLOX update readers on          
STANNINGTON FOODBANK  

 

 

From a small start when the Foodbank opened at Stanwood Methodist Church in January 2020 we have 
seen a steadily increasing flow of people needing support from the Foodbank in recent months and given 
the current situation we anticipate this to continue. We are supporting roughly 28 households a week 
which means around 60 individuals. 

 

We are extremely grateful to everyone who is donating to the food bank in whatever way; every            
contribution is vital to supporting those in need in our local area. We also thank local businesses         
including Morrisons, Stannington Fruit and Veg, Go Local, Coop, Tesco and Iceland for their help and 
support either in donating food or providing a collection point for people to drop off their donations. With-
out the generosity of so many people we could not provide to the level we do. In these difficult times for 
everyone it is humbling to witness so many people dropping donations off and these personal donations 
are an essential part of the supplies we receive. We have definitely seen an increase in donations as 
people want to support others during this difficult time in whatever way they can. 

 

Lately we have been encouraged by offers of support from our local community. During half-term a lady 
kindly provided us with vouchers for children to take to Yanni’s Plaice to exchange for a meal. However 
when she went to pay for the meals, she was told that the owners were going to foot the bill instead! 
What an amazing act of generosity. Already people have contacted us to offer a variety of gifts for   
Christmas. One suggestion is a ‘reverse Advent Calendar’; collect an item a day during Advent towards a 
parcel for the Foodbank. 

 

Due to Coronavirus restrictions, we are only able to allow volunteers into the building during our opening 
hour (12-1 on Mondays), which unfortunately means people do have to queue outside whilst waiting for 
their food parcels. We do hope to be able to improve this situation once the restrictions have been lifted. 

 

For a weekly update of which items are required and drop-off times and places, please check the    
Foodbank’s Facebook page, where you can also message us with any questions. We always need:   
long-life milk, tins of meat or fish, cereals, tea, coffee, tinned veg, pasta sauce, biscuits.  

 

Stannington Foodbank is a joint venture  between Stanwood Methodist Church and Christ Church. 

Do you need help? 

Local lady available for general domestic  

Housework. 

Honest and reliable. Can provide references. 

 

Please ring Karen on 07730 787 179 

M. T. Newsam 

Plumbing & Heating 

Gas Safe Registered 

newsamplumbingheat-

ing@talktalk.net 

0114 284 5115        
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Is the ideal venue for your event 

With useful off-road parking 

and comfortable rooms 

 

A range of rooms are available 

suitable for events ranging from 

intimate gatherings to 

large meetings. 

Access provided to the ground floor 
for the disabled. 

Kitchens on both floors 

CHRIST CHURCH HALL 
School Lane, Stannington 

BARDEN & HALL LTD. 

Building Contractors 

———————————— 

147 Howard Road, Sheffield, S6 3RU 

e-mail: bardenandhall@outlook.com 

Tel:  0114 234 1607 

Fax: 0114 285 3294 

All types of building, joinery repair and 

refurbishment works undertaken. 

 

Maintenance – lawns, hedges,       

pruning, patio and decking cleaning 

Build – Decking, paving, fencing 

Tree services – Pruning, crown lifting/

reduction and removal 

Please contact Joel for a local and friendly     

service – 07794 395 959 

enquiries@btgservices.co.uk 

 

Berry’s Trees 

and Gardens 

FOR DETAILS CONTACT 

margaret476cook@gmail.com 

07463 804 698 

https://www.fmb.org.uk/
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https://stanningtonlibrary.com/order-collect/ 
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Where did you grow up? And when did you 
move to Stannington? Grew up in Walkley in the 
50s and 60's in a good but modest home with no 
bathroom and an outside bog so roughing it has 
never been a problem.  With a brother, a lot of 
friends around and the local countryside for a play-
ground, life as a kid was good. We often wandered 
as far as Stannington and thought it a lovely, rural 
place. Lesley and I were dead lucky to find a      
restorable heap of stones on Uppergate Road in 
1982.  

 
How do you spend your spare time? 
Doing things outside I’m happy. Our daughters and 
grandchildren seem to be the same and being    
retired leaves time to indoctrinate them in the joys 
of gardening, walking, cycling and just being out 
there.  
 
When did you get involved in singing the local 
carols? 
The local carols are genuine folk music. Where else 
outside of Wales would you find a packed pub    
enthusiastically singing daft old songs. For  40 odd 
years I have been singing them in pubs and with 
Stannington choir for 30 odd. Both the Choir and 
‘Humble Swain’ have been a chance to sing the 
carols in a more refined fashion than the coarse 
‘roartin’ in pubs. ‘Humble Swain’s’ odd name comes 
from a line in the carol 'Back Lane' and the group 
originally consisted of six local blokes, pulled      
together by local folk singer John Fowler, who knew 
the carols well and thought they could do a good 
job on the harmonies. Find out if you agree by    
listening to their recordings.    
Humble Swain 

Do you have a favourite carol? And Is there a 
carol that is more technically difficult to sing or 
more unusual in its style or rare? 

Most of the carols are pretty basic and predictable  

musically (one reason for their popularity) but they  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

are good, strong tunes with attemptable harmonies  

causing a lot of laughs in the pubs. My favourite 
has always been 'Old Foster' with its bass           
harmonies. The most difficult one for a group to 
sing well in harmony has to be 'Hail Smiling Morn'. 
The carols are mostly, religious pieces with      
primitive undertones which have great appeal for a 
lot of agnostics, atheists and lapsed Christians. For 
as long as I can remember the enthusiasts have 
assumed that young people would lose interest and 
the carols would die out and it's true that they are 
no longer part of local youth culture (were they ever 
I wonder?) but natural 'folkies' and ageing boozers 
in the right pubs keep falling for the magic of the 
local carols in numbers that keep the tradition     
going. Dr. Ian Russell has made impressive          
academic studies of the carols and locals such as 
Jack Goodison, Sheila Mettam, Hillary Osborn and 
Pam Handson in Nook Lane School have helped 
the cause. 

 

What’s the plan for this year due to people not 
being able to meet up together and sing? 
The pandemic and the various lock downs should 
effectively kill the live singing season this year but 
noble efforts to produce electronic alternatives are 
being made by Christ Church members,           
Stannington Choir and other people within        
Stannington. There's nothing like singing together 
in the flesh, with no electrical gear involved, but to 
spare others I shall be hypocritical enough to keep 
a Humble Swain CD in the car and sing in isolation. 
 
Stannington is a smashing place to live and I've still 
got an outside bog but now with a view. 

 

Thank you Mick for sharing your life and your 
love of the local carols with me. 

Mick Linacre was interviewed by Carol Ritson about his life, and his                
involvement in singing local carols. 
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L.R.HAMMOND (Motor Engineers) 

421 – 423 Wood Lane 

Sheffield S6 6AQ 

Telephone: 234 3330 / 233 6719 

Motor Servicing, MOT Preparation, Accident &   

Insurance Work and Estimates, Restoration Work. 

Recovery and Breakdown Service. 

Jack & Jill Pre-School 
Open Monday—Friday, 8.00am—3.15pm 

Breakfast & Lunch Club available at £4.00 each per day 

We also do walk to school & breakfast club for         

Stannington Infants School children.                            

OFSTED registered. Free Nursery places available. 

Parent & Toddler Group: Thursday 10.00am—11.30am 

Enquiries between 7.30am—3.30pm to Nicola 2855954 

CHURCH HALL, SCHOOL LANE 

STANNINGTON METHODIST CHURCH   

at Knowle Top Chapel, Stannington Road S6 6AN,                                     

a Dementia-friendly church.  

Minister, Revd Sally Coleman, 266 4637  

Knowle Top Chapel, Stannington Methodist Church, is currently closed because of coronavirus and 

there are no plans to re-open until the situation eases. Reluctantly the congregation has come to the 

decision that we will have to close the church for good next year as we are no longer viable, being 

mainly elderly and few in number and finding the responsibility of maintaining the buildings too much.  

We do not have a final date for closure but it is likely to be in the autumn/winter 2021. 

Please be assured that the graveyard will be kept and maintained for the future 

We will let everyone know as soon as we have details. 

Advertising space available. One tenth, one 

sixth, one quarter or half page space available 

for entry into single or multiple editions. 

To advertise here please contact  

margaret476cook@gmail.com or  

info@christchurchstannington.co.uk 
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Stanwood Methodist Church 

 

Our minister is Rev Sally Coleman 0114 266 4637 

 

Services 

To protect our vulnerable members and in keeping with Methodist circuit guidelines we will not be having 
Sunday services for this quarter (September – November). However we will be open for focused,          
reflective prayer, led by our minister on Wednesday mornings from 9.30 till approximately 10.15 starting 
Wednesday 23rd September and then fortnightly. We will follow any relevant government guidance on 
Covid 19. 

 

The Stannington Foodbank 

A joint venture with Christ Church, the foodbank is open on Mondays between 12 
noon and 1pm. All are welcome, there is no need to be referred.  The foodbank is 
made possible by the generosity of local people. If you would like to make a donation 
of food, please see the foodbank Facebook page for our up to date requirements.  
Donations can be brought on Monday mornings from 10am; during Slimming World 
sessions; or left in the box at 18 Ashurst place, or at the Go Local store, or at Morrisons. 

 

Youth Group 

We hope to re–open our group for young people in years 6,7 & 8 soon (subject to local and national     
restrictions), so look out for the publicity around the church and on Stannington Facebook page. 

Unfortunately due to the coronavirus restrictions the following groups are suspended 

Boys’ Brigade and Girls’ Association 
Lego Club (a joint venture with Stannington TARA),  
Small Fry (stay and play for under 5’s and their carers) 
Snack ‘n’ chat (a light lunch and dessert),  
Monthly Saturday charity coffee mornings   
Sunday Breakfast club (for families with young children) 

Half term Family Fun Days (crafts and activities around a biblical theme) 
 

Do keep watch for publicity as and when restrictions are lifted. 

Rivelin 
Plumbing & Heating 

        Howard Ranby 

          07779 624 529 

      howard.ranby@sky.com 

www.rivelinplumbingandheating.co.uk 
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Magazine Title  -  STANNINGTON 

Magazine Editors:          The Communications Group of Christ Church Stannington     

Magazine Advertising:   margaret476cook@gmail.com         or                                                     
                            info@christchurchstannington.co.uk 

Please mention “Stannington” magazine when contacting advertisers 

March 2021 Magazine 

Items for inclusion in the March 2021 issue                   
should reach the Editors  -  via Church Office  -  before the 7th March please. 

Email: info@christchurchstannington.co.uk 
 

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of  

the Editorial committee, the officers or the Parish Priest of Christ Church Stannington 

Produced and Published by the Parochial Church Council, Christ Church, Stannington 

Registered Charity Number 1138856 

STANNINGTON is usually distributed free to around 4800 homes in Stannington 

COPYRIGHT of each contribution to this Magazine remains with the acknowledged owner. 

Permission to reproduce content in part or as a whole must be obtained from the acknowledged owner. 

Contact the church office in the first instance: info@christchurchstannington.co.uk 

  
RMS provide and lay resin bound stone surfacing 

which is porous and SUDS compliant                
construction.  Each job is individually designed to 
suit the location and requirements of the owner. 

RMS have been trading since 1988 and offer a 10 
year guarantee on all our work.  We are Which? 
Trusted Traders to give people reassurance that 
we are a well-established company that carry out 

high quality work. 
RMS offer many different blends of stone,        

customers can tailor the colour mixes to their 
taste. 

 
Contact Richard Lomas on 0114 254 8111 or 

07966 619 123 (lives in Stannington) 


