
1 

 

  

St Luke’s Church, Dunham-on-the-Hill 

10-minute worship 

 

6th December 2020  



2 

 

  

The second Sunday of Advent 

Alleluia, alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 

paths straight, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak 

tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her 

term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the 

Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 

A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the 

Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be 

made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the 

rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people 

shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’   

A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All 

people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the 

Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass 

withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand 

for ever.  

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good 

tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here 

is your God!’ 

See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for 

him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.  
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He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs 

in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the 

mother sheep.  

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will 

prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight”’. 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people 

from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him 

in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 

around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He 

proclaimed,  

‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am 

not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 

I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit.’ 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
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Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 

with power from on high.   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

A collect for the second Sunday in Advent 

Almighty God, purify our hearts and minds, that when your 

Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and saviour we may 

be ready to receive him, who is our Lord and our God. Amen. 

Heavenly Father, you call us to prepare for the coming of your 

Son: forgive us our unreadiness to receive him.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you were proclaimed by John the Baptist: help us 

also to prepare your way.  

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Holy Spirit, you speak through the prophets: make us 

attentive to hear your word.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Amen. 
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Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with 

confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and 

will send him again to be our judge: give us grace so to imitate 

him in the humility and purity of his first coming that, when he 

comes again, we may be ready to greet him with joyful love 

and firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care for 

the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find 

comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  
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Words to hymns before and after the service 
 
 

1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
 announces that the Lord is nigh; 
 come then and hearken, for he brings 
 glad tidings from the King of kings! 
 
2 Then cleansed be every Christian breast, 
 and furnished for so great a guest. 
 Yea, let us each our hearts prepare 
 for Christ to come and enter there. 
 
3 For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
 our refuge, and our great reward; 
 without thy grace our souls must fade 
 and wither like a flower decayed. 
 
4 Stretch forth thine hand, to heal our sore, 

and make us rise to fall no more; 
once more upon thy people shine, 
and fill the world with love divine. 

 
5 All praise, eternal Son, to thee 
 whose advent sets thy people free, 
 whom, with the Father, we adore, 
 and Spirit bless, for evermore. 

 
Jordanis oras praevia  Charles Coffin (1676-1749)  

Translated John Chandler (1806-1876) 
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1 Hills of the North, rejoice, 
 echoing songs arise, 
 hail with united voice 
 him who made earth and skies; 
 he comes in righteousness and love, 
 he brings salvation from above. 

2 Isles of the Southern seas, 
 sing to the listening earth, 
 carry on every breeze 
 hope of a world's new birth: 
 in Christ shall all be made anew, 
 his word is sure, his promise true. 

3 Lands of the East, arise, 
 he is your brightest morn, 
 greet him with joyous eyes, 
 praise shall his path adorn: 
 the God whom you have longed to know 
 in Christ draws near, and calls you now. 

4 Shores of the utmost West, 
 lands of the setting sun, 
 welcome the heavenly guest 
 in whom the dawn has come: 
 he brings a never-ending light 
 who triumphed o'er our darkest night. 

5 Shout, as you journey on, 
 songs be in every mouth, 
 lo, from the North they come, 
 from East and West and South: 
 in Jesus all shall find their rest, 
 in him the sons of earth be blest. 

Editors of English Praise (1975) based on Charles E Oakley (1832-
1865) © Oxford University Press
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Copyright 

The hymns used in these services are reproduced from the Church of England website 

under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International 

License, and broadcast under St Luke’s Church Copyright Licence 5059932-03-4761. To 

view a copy of the creative commons license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-

nc-nd/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, 

USA. 

The liturgy is from Common Worship © The Church of England.  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

