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Advent Sunday 

Alleluia, alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 

paths straight, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace 

of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every 

way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 

knowledge of every kind — just as the testimony of Christ has 

been strengthened among you — so that you are not lacking 

in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 

blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; 

by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Mark 13:24-37 

But in those days, after that suffering, “the sun will be 

darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars 

will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will 

be shaken”. 

Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with 

great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and 

gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth 

to the ends of heaven. 
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From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 

becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that 

summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking 

place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30 Truly I 

tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 

things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, 

but my words will not pass away. 

But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels 

in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep 

alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a 

man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 

slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 

doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for 

you do not know when the master of the house will come, in 

the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or 

else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And 

what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 

with power from on high.   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
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A collect for Advent Sunday 

Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the 

darkness of sin to the light of holiness, that we may be ready 

to meet you in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Watchful at all times, let us pray for strength to stand with 

confidence before our Maker and Redeemer. That God may 

bring in his kingdom with justice and mercy, let us pray to the 

Lord:  

Lord, have mercy. 

That God may establish among the nations his sceptre of 

righteousness, let us pray to the Lord:  

Lord, have mercy. 

That God may bind up the brokenhearted, restore the sick 

and raise up all who have fallen, let us pray to the Lord:  

Lord, have mercy. 

That the light of God’s coming may dawn on all who live in 

darkness and the shadow of death, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

That, with all the saints in light, we may shine forth as lights 

for the world, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

We commend ourselves and all for whom we pray to the 

mercy and protection of our heavenly Father Amen. 
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Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with 

confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Almighty God, as your blessed Son Jesus Christ first came to 

seek and to save the lost; so may he come again to find in us 

the completion of his redeeming work; for he is now alive and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care for 

the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find 

comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  

Words to hymns before and after the service 

1 O come, O come Emmanuel, 

 redeem thy captive Israel, 

 that into exile drear is gone, 

 far from the face of God’s dear son.  

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

 shall come to thee, O Israel.  

2 O come, thou branch of Jesse, draw 

 the quarry from the lion's claw;  

from the dread caverns of the grave, 

from nether hell, thy people save. 
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 Refrain  

3 O come, O come, thou Dayspring bright. 

Pour on our souls thy healing light; 

dispel the long night's lingering gloom, 

and pierce the shadows of the tomb. 

Refrain  

4 O Come, thou Lord of David’s Key. 

The royal door fling wide and free; 

safeguard for us the heavenward road, 

and bar the way to death's abode. 

Refrain  

5 O come, O come, Adonai, 

who in thy glorious majesty 

from that high mountain clothed in awe, 

gavest thy folk the elder Law. 

Refrain 

Latin 13th century, translated by T. A. Lacey (1853-1931) ©Oxford 

University Press 

1 People, look east. The time is near  

of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 

trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the guest, is on the way. 

2 Furrows, be glad. Though the earth is bare, 

one more seed is planted there: 

give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

that in course the flower may flourish. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the rose, is on the way. 
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3 Birds, though you long have ceased to build, 

guard the nest that must be filled. 

Even the hour when wings are frozen 

he for fledging time has chosen. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the bird, is on the way. 

4 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 

one more light the bowl shall brim, 

shining beyond the frosty weather, 

bright as sun and moon together. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the star, is on the way. 

5 Angels, announce to man and beast 

him who cometh from the East. 

Set every peak and valley humming 

with the word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 

Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965) 
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