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Christ the King 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let 

us pray with one heart and mind. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of 

your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love 

for you; now and for ever. Amen 

Psalm 95:1-7a 

1 O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise 

to the rock of our salvation! 

2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us 

make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

3 For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all 

gods. 

4 In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the 

mountains are his also. 

5 The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his 

hands have formed. 

6 O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before 

the Lord, our Maker! 

7 For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, 

and the sheep of his hand. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 

be, world without end, Amen. 

Matthew 25:31-46 

The Son of Man will come again in his great glory. All his 

angels will come with him. He will be King and sit on his great 

throne. All the people of the world will be gathered before him. 
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Then he will separate them into two groups as a shepherd 

separates the sheep from the goats. The Son of Man will put 

the sheep, the good people, on his right and the goats, the 

bad people, on his left. 

Then the King will say to the good people on his right, ‘Come. 

My Father has given you his blessing. Come and receive the 

kingdom God has prepared for you since the world was 

made. I was hungry, and you gave me food. I was thirsty, and 

you gave me something to drink. I was alone and away from 

home, and you invited me into your house. I was without 

clothes, and you gave me something to wear. I was sick, and 

you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’ 

“Then the good people will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see 

you hungry and give you food? When did we see you thirsty 

and give you something to drink? When did we see you alone 

and away from home and invite you into our house? When 

did we see you without clothes and give you something to 

wear? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and care for 

you?’ 

“Then the King will answer, ‘I tell you the truth. Anything you 

did for any of my people here, you also did for me.’ 

“Then the King will say to those on his left, ‘Go away from me. 

God has said that you will be punished. Go into the fire that 

burns forever. That fire was prepared for the devil and his 

helpers. I was hungry, and you gave me nothing to eat. I was 

thirsty, and you gave me nothing to drink. I was alone and 

away from home, and you did not invite me into your house. 

I was without clothes, and you gave me nothing to wear. I was 

sick and in prison, and you did not care for me.’ 
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“Then those people will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you 

hungry or thirsty? When did we see you alone and away from 

home? Or when did we see you without clothes or sick or in 

prison? When did we see these things and not help you?’ 

“Then the King will answer, ‘I tell you the truth. Anything you 

refused to do for any of my people here, you refused to do for 

me.’ 

“These people will go off to be punished forever. But the good 

people will go to live forever.” 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 

with power from on high.   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

A collect for the Sunday before Advent 

God the Father, help us to hear the call of Christ the King and 

to follow in his service, whose kingdom has no end; for he 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, one glory. 

Amen. 
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Let us pray to God for the needs of the world. 

We pray for the Church of Christ throughout the world, that 

we may be faithful to our calling as messengers spreading 

the news of the coming of your Kingdom and demonstrating 

your way of love to all mankind. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Remembering the healing work of Christ on Earth, we pray 

for all those who are suffering in body, mind or spirit. Give 

them strength to bear what cannot be cured and hope for the 

future. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Looking forward to Christ’s heavenly Kingdom, we give 

thanks for those whose lives have touched ours, but who are 

with us no longer. Grant us, with them, a place in the 

everlasting fellowship of the saints. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

AMEN. 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with 

confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people; that they, 

plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may by you 

be plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care for 

the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find 

comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  
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Words to hymns before and after the service 

1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 

 does his successive journeys run; 

 his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 

 till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

 

2 People and realms of ev'ry tongue 

 dwell on his love with sweetest song, 

 and infant voices shall proclaim 

 their early blessings on his name. 

 

3 To him shall endless prayer be made 

 and praises throng to crown his head; 

 his name like incense shall arise 

 with ev'ry morning sacrifice. 

 

4 Let ev'ry creature rise and bring 

 peculiar honours to our King; 

 angels descend with songs again, 

 and earth repeat the loud amen. 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

1 Crown him with many crowns,  

the Lamb upon his throne; 

hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns 

all music but its own! 

Awake, my soul, and sing 

of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless King 

through all eternity.  
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2 Crown him the Lord of love; 

behold his hands and side, 

those wounds yet visible above  

in beauty glorified: 

no angel in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 

but downward bends his burning eye  

at mysteries so bright.  

3 Crown him the Lord of peace, 

whose power a sceptre sways 

from pole to pole, that wars may cease, 

and all be prayer and praise: 

his reign shall know no end, 

and round his piercèd feet 

fair flowers of paradise extend  

their fragrance ever sweet.  

4 Crown him the Lord of years, 

the Potentate of time, 

creator of the rolling spheres  

ineffably sublime: 

all hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 

thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity.  
Matthew Bridges (1800-1894) 

Copyright 

The hymns used in these services are reproduced from the Church of England website 

under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International 

License, and broadcast under St Luke’s Church Copyright Licence 5059932-03-4761. To 

view a copy of the creative commons license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-

nc-nd/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, 

USA. 

The liturgy is from Common Worship © The Church of England.  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

