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The Greenway Benefice Team 2019  
(supporting Holy Trinity Badgeworth, St Paul’s Shurdington, and St Mary’s Witcombe with Bentham):  

 

VICAR 
 The Revd Susan Cooke  

The Vicarage, School Lane, Shurdington GL51 4TF 
Tel: 01242 321806    revsusancooke@gmail.com 

Usual day off: Tuesday 
 
Reader and Funeral Minister: 

Mr Robert Poole Tel: 01452 855660 reader.rob.bswb@gmail.com  
 

Local Ministry Team: The Greenway Team 
Revd Susan Cooke Mr Robert Poole  Mrs Sue Padfield   
Mr Paul Stanfield  Mrs Christine Jeffs  Mrs Clare Stewart  

    
Retired Clergy:    

The Revd Ian Gobey    Tel: 01242 863977 
 

Benefice Administrator (from 1st June 2019):   
Mrs Chris Langham        greenway.bswb.office@gmail.com 

Usual office hours: Monday 10 am to 12 noon and Thursday 5 pm to 7 pm  
office: 01242 861218 

  
Benefice Safeguarding Officer and Care Homes Liaison: 

Mrs Rachel Cottell    admin.bswb@googlemail.com 
home:  01452 715034 

The St Paul’s Parish Team 2019: 
 

  
Churchwardens Mrs Clare Stewart  

 Mr Mike Cass  

PCC Treasurer Mr Mark King  

PCC Secretary Mrs Lisa Pearson  

Gift Aid Officer Mrs Joan Puffett  

Sacristan Mr Andrew Spence  

Verger Mr Mike Cass  

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Betty Rout (to April 19)  

 Mrs Lisa Pearson (from April 19)  

Friends of St Paul’s Mrs Clare Stewart  

Church Flowers Mrs Helen King  

   

mailto:revsusancooke@gmail.com
mailto:reader.rob.bswb@gmail.com
mailto:greenway.bswb.office@gmail.com
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ST PAUL’S CHURCHWARDENS’ REPORT 

We are grateful to all who contribute in their various ways to the upkeep of the Church and            
Churchyard  at St. Paul’s. It is amazing the amount of work that volunteers do on a regular basis, church 
cleaning, flowers, coffee, trimming the hedge and yews along with reading, intercessions and sidesmen, 
the list is endless. The Fete, Bazaar and Social Functions not only enhance funds, they are also sources of 
outreach to the village. Thank you all, we appreciate your hard work. 
 
During the spring a new sound system was purchased and later a cabinet was fitted, the quality of 
the sound is excellent, a lasting memory and tribute to Barry Woods. After nearly nine months of waiting, 
Planning Permission was finally  granted for a new Notice Board by the entrance gate, Averil kindly gave it 
in memory of Harry.  Thank you. The original electricity meter was disconnected and removed and a  
number of roof tiles were replaced. 
 
St. Paul’s lost two long standing faithful members of the congregation, Joan Ings and Ken Twinning.  
Joan lived in the village from early childhood, attended the village school and church and was involved in 
many aspects of village life and in later years was a wonderful support to many elderly friends in the    
village.   It was always a pleasure to visit her.  
 
Ken was born and brought up in Shurdington, he also attended the village school and at eleven the  
Grammar School in the High Street. He served in  WW2 and worked most of his life at Rickerby’s. Ken 
sang in the choir, was a PCC member and treasurer and administered The Sacrament. He was just as     
involved in village life, country dancing, acting in the old village hall, treasurer or secretary to many      
organisations. 
 
The Rev’d April Jones and Alan moved to Cornwall in the spring, we shall miss her, she gave valuable   
support  during the vacancy.  We thank Robert for his time as treasurer and office administrator as he    
begins his role as  Funeral Minister and Reader. We welcome Chris Langham as office administrator and 
Mark King as Treasurer. 
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The Churchyard continues to be a haven for flora and fauna, both snowdrops and primroses seem to 
spread each year. Unfortunately we have had an ongoing problem  with deer, they look beautiful but they 
seem to have a passion for certain flowers! We delay mowing until the spring  plants seed. 
 
We would like to thank Susan, Robert and Ian for leading our worship and pastoral care and their families 
who support them in this vital work. It is appreciated. 

Clare Stewart and Mike Cass 

 TRUSTEES’ REPORT 

 
Administrative Information 
 
St. Paul’s Church is situated in Shurdington and is part of the Diocese of Gloucester, within the Church of 
England.  The correspondence address is The Vicarage, School Lane, Shurdington, Cheltenham GL51 4TF. 
 
Parochial Church Council (PCC) members, who have served at any time from 1st January 2019 to the date 
this report was approved, are: 
 

 
 
Structure, Governance and Management 
 
The Parochial Church Council is a corporate body established by the Church of England.  It operates under 
the Parochial Church Council Powers Measure, and is a charity exempt from registration within the Chari-
ty Commission.  PCC members are responsible for making decisions on all matters of general concern and 
importance to the parish.  The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Repre-
sentation Rules.  All Church attendees are encouraged to register on the Church Electoral Roll, and to 
stand for election to the PCC. 
 
Aim and Purposes 
 
St. Paul’s PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the incumbent to promote, throughout the ec-
clesiastical parish, the whole mission of the Church; pastoral, evangelical, social and ecumenical.  It also 
has maintenance responsibilities for St. Paul’s Church, churchyard and church hall.   

Title Name Position in PCC Dates served if part 
year 

  
Incumbent Revd Susan Cooke Chairman   

Reader Mr Robert Poole     

Warden Mr Michael Cass     

Warden Mrs Clare Stewart     

Deanery Synod Member Mrs Christine Langham     

  Mrs Helen King     

  Mrs Christine Nation     

  Mr George Porter   from April 2019 

  Miss Katrina Spence     

  Mrs Kate Thompson Vice-Chairman   

  Mr Mark King Treasurer   

  Mrs Lisa Pearson Secretary   
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Church Attendance 
 
The average weekly attendance, counted during October 2019, was 25.  Services for major festivals etc. 
attracted considerably larger congregations.   
 
In 2019 there was a total revision of the Church Electoral Roll.  Forty six parishioners applied to be on the 
new roll which included 9 new people (13 were removed).  Mrs Betty Rout retired from the position of 
Electoral Roll Officer, at April’s APCM, and was replaced by Mrs Lisa Pearson.  
 
Review of the Year 
 
A wide range of worship was provided during 2019, with special thanks to Revd Susan Cooke and to our 
retired priest, Revd Ian Gobey.  Revd April Jones (retired Associate Priest) moved to Cornwall in the 
spring.  We would also like to thank our Reader, Mr Robert Poole, who is now the benefice Funeral  
Minister, and our lay worship leader, Mrs Clare Stewart; both of whom regularly led non-Eucharistic  
services throughout the year.  
  
Mr George Porter joined the PCC after election at the APCM, and Mrs Christine Langham took over the 
role of Benefice Administrator in June.  A new Archdeacon of Gloucester, the Venerable Hilary Dawson, 
was licensed and installed in January 2019.   
 
Services 
 
During 2019 the Local Ministry Team continued to consider and plan their strategy for implementing the 
Diocesan’s ‘LIFE’ Vision (which stands for Leadership/Imagination/Faith/Engagement), throughout the 
benefice.  
 
The monthly pattern of Sunday services, at St. Paul’s Church, normally consists of 2 Eucharistic services 
(usually on the first and third Sundays), 2 non-Eucharistic services (usually on the second and fourth Sun-
days), and an additional 8.00 a.m. BCP Eucharistic service on every fourth Sunday.  On the first Thursday 
of each month there is also a Morning Prayer service.  Benefice services were held at Shurdington school 
or rotated around the three benefice churches. 
 
A new style Service of the Word was introduced in September called ‘Let’s Worship’.  Also in September a 
new form of worship called ‘Prayers and Cake’ began; which will be held every third Sunday afternoon at 
4pm. 
 
Lent study groups were available either on Monday afternoons (at Bible Study) or Wednesday evenings at 
St. Paul’s church hall.  Both groups followed a course called Shapes for Living, about how faith influences 
what we do every day.  Lent lunches were held in the village café, Beauty & the Teacup, with a collection 
for Gloucester City Mission.  Holy Week followed the same pattern as in previous years, with a benefice 
evening service on Maundy Thursday at St. Paul’s, followed by a vigil in the church.     
 
There was another benefice Away Day at Prinknash in February, with Bible study led by Jo Wetherall,  
Children and Families Officer for the Diocese.  
 
Outreach 
 
Outreach to the community continued in 2019.  The Benefice Celebration of Christenings, with tea and 
worship, was repeated in January.  There were fundraising suppers celebrating both St. David’s and         
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St. George’s day.  Eco-week was launched at the end of September, for everyone in the church and local 
community.  Caring for God’s creation is one of the Anglican Five Marks of Mission:  To strive to safeguard 
the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth.  All three benefice churches are  
working towards achieving eco awards.   
 
There was a Hymns and Pimms service in August, and St. Paul’s hosted a Halloween event decorating the 
church with Christian appropriate carved pumpkins (approximately 100 children and adults visited, many 
of whom had never been inside the church before).  Carol singing took place in the Cheese Rollers pub 
and in Beauty & the Teacup.  The Posada was very popular, once again, with Mary and Joseph visiting 
many locations in the local community. 
 
The Pastoral Group continued to carry out visits to members of the community.  Fortnightly Praise        
services were held at Badgeworth Court and Chargrove Lawn residential homes, with a small service of 
Holy Communion for residents at Atherton Close.   
 
There were 3 family workshops held in 2019, aimed at Primary School aged children, consisting of craft 
activities and a story, relating to a Christian theme, with refreshments to follow.   
 
Close links were maintained with Shurdington Church of England Primary School, and several benefice 
services were held at the school during the year.  These included a Palm Sunday service, attended by 
members of the school and the Chapel, which featured a Walk of Witness through the village led by Lilly 
the donkey.  There was also a service in December, which incorporated the Community Carol Service, and 
was attended by Bishop Rachel Treweek.  The school children attended St. Paul’s for Harvest festival and 
Christingle services, and also for an ‘Experience Eucharist’ day.  Mr George Porter was appointed as a 
Foundation Governor of the school in October, replacing Mrs Cheryl Gobey. 
 
Fundraising 
 
A lot of fundraising took place in 2019; including the usual events such as Snowdrop Day, the Summer 
Fete (which raised just over £1,500), Harvest Supper and the Christmas Bazaar.  Eleven people across the 
benefice took part in the Ride and Stride sponsored event in September, raising funds for Gloucestershire 
Historic Churches Trust (which helps places of Christian worship with repairs and improvements) and our 
benefice churches.  In October Mr Matt Richardson, our musical director, performed another of his ‘A 
Night at the Musicals’ concerts, raising just over £1,000 for St. Paul’s.  The PCC would like to express its 
gratitude to everyone who has contributed to its fundraising during 2019. 
 
We would like to thank Mr Matt Richardson for playing the organ at St. Paul’s for many years, as he will 
not be continuing with this in 2020.  The benefice choir enhanced the worship at many benefice services 
throughout the year, and we are pleased that Mr Richardson will continue to run the benefice choir. 
 
Church Finances 
 
Please refer to the Treasurer’s report. 
 
Gift Aid recovery is a very significant addition to funds, and we are very grateful for all the hard work of 
our Gift Aid Officer, Mrs Joan Puffett.  We would also like to thank Mr John Noble, our Independent Exam-
iner, for his advice and for approving the accounts for the year 2019. 
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 Church Fabric 
 
The PCC is responsible for the good maintenance of the church fabric, churchyard and church hall.  
 
Church 
 
A new sound system was installed in the early part of the year, consisting of a lapel microphone, a radio 
microphone (and a connector to attach this to the lectern), and 2 new speakers.  This sound system ren-
ders the existing Loop system obsolete.   
 
Churchyard 
 
A new notice board, with a lockable poster case, was erected in the churchyard, replacing the old one.  
 
There had been some concerns in springtime about the appearance of the churchyard, as the grass had 
been allowed to grow quite long.  This was because the PCC’s policy is not to cut the grass too soon at the 
start of the year, to protect the many wild spring flowers and to allow reseeding to take place.  
 
There was an unsuccessful bid by the Parish Council to buy some land adjacent to the churchyard, which 
would have allowed for future expansion when required.   
 
Church Hall 
 
The exterior of the church hall was decorated in the summer.  The fuse boxes in the hall were upgraded 
and moved to more appropriate locations, and the microwave oven in the kitchen was replaced.  A pro-
fessional cleaning company has been engaged, and a leak in the roof was repaired.  It is hoped that in the 
future some internal decorating can be carried out, particularly in the Godfrey room, and that the kitchen 
can be refurbished.  
 
The PCC would like to express its gratitude to all volunteers that take care of the church, the churchyard 
and the church hall, and to everyone who enhances our worship in whatever capacity. 
 
Trustees’ report approved by Revd Susan Cooke and St. Paul’s PCC.   
 
 
 

ST PAUL’S TREASURER’S REPORT 

Regular giving is the primary source of income, but there is widespread reluctance to agree to inflation-
related increases, possibly as the amounts are not then a round sum. There have also been various one-
off donations. Fund-raising has included the annual Snowdrop day, summer fete, Ride and Stride 
(Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust), Christmas bazaar, and there was an additional concert by Mr M 
Richardson, the organist. Suggestions for additional events and sources of income will be welcome; for 
various reasons not all those involved with fund-raising will be available to help in 2020. There were no 
grants applied for by the Parish. 
 
The Diocesan Common Fund (alias Parish Share) is the Parish’s main expense. It is set for the Benefice and 
then shared between the Parishes. There is provision for adjustments but these had not previously been 
given to the Benefice. St Paul’s had committed to, and paid, £20,000 for 2019. As a result of the review, 
the requirement for 2020 is lower than 2018, and a third of the Benefice total is £20,180. St Paul’s has 
committed to this, but will review in light of the position of the other Parishes. 
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The insurance of the church hall has been changed as the previous policy is no longer available; it is now 
included with the policy for the church. The decrease in the total for the year is a result of a change in the 
day of the monthly payment; there has, inevitably, been a slight increase in the rate.  
 
Two bequests were gratefully received this year: one from the late Mrs B Gwyther, and most of the resi-
due of the estate of Mrs M Davis (although she died in 2013 the executors have retained £500 for an un-
specified period). There was also a significant donation in memory of Mr H Cole to cover the cost of the 
new noticeboard.  The improved sound system, in memory of Mr B Woods, was completed. 
 
The buoyant stock market has resulted in a large increase in the value of the investment with Aviva from 
£98,134 to £112,785 with historic cost £81,565, and CBF shares from £6,013 to £7,150 with historic cost 
£586. The Aviva portfolio was adjusted slightly, but no funds were added nor withdrawn. The CCLA invest-
ments have produced (mostly restricted) income. 
 
The organist’s contract was not renewed at the end of the year. The total spent on organ playing is not 
expected to be greater in 2020. Separate funding is being sought for the Benefice Choir. 
 
The correction of the supply address and postcode for the water took 14 months to resolve, so apparent 
savings may reflect inaccurate estimates. 
 
A slight decrease in fees can be expected for 2020 in view of the national decision that fees for crema-
tions will not include an element for the Parish. 
 
Legal fees for expediting the Davis estate have been attributed to fund-raising costs. 
 
Church Hall 
 
The church hall is used at least some of the time on most days, and the income this year covered the run-
ning and upkeep costs. Thanks to the church hall committee for arranging bookings, access, cleaning and 
repairing. 
 
Churchyard 
 
Shurdington Parish Council contributes to the upkeep of the churchyard, and there is also some invest-
ment income dedicated to supporting the churchyard and graves. An outstanding invoice from 2018 
meant expenditure was higher than expected. There is some money available for buying extra land as the 
current graveyard is rapidly filling. 
 
St Paul’s is now running the Benefice office, and recovering a share of the costs from the other Parishes. 
The transfer from running a Benefice account has not gone smoothly, and the accounts include numerous 
adjustments. The outstanding refund from the 3-in-1 magazine has been carried forward. 
 
The Parish has registered with HMRC as an employer. The onerous monthly process of providing virtual 
paperwork is done at no cost to us by the Diocese, but complications such as paying the PAYE tax in the 
specified timeslot in the following month result in messier accounts. 
 
Gift Aid recovery is a very significant addition to funds, and we are most grateful for the fruitful efforts of 
Mrs J Puffett, and also of our independent examiner, Mr J Noble. 

Mark King 
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Note: In preparation for closing the Benefice account, £1,292 has been credited to St. Paul’s.  
Part of this will be fees payable to the Diocese, and part from funds provided when the Benefice account 
was originally opened. It would not be correct to treat this as a surplus in 2019. 

  

ST PAUL’S CHURCH, SHURDINGTON 
BALANCE SHEET as at 31st December 2019 

  

          

  2019 2018 

ASSETS £ £ 

Cash in hand 1,035   1,968   

CBF Deposit 1,110   1,101   

Barclays Current 4,537   9,403   

Barclays Base 12,222   200   

Aviva investment at cost 81,565   81,565   

Benefice owing for 3 in1 342   342   

CBF shares at cost 586   586   

VAT recoverable -   1,530   

Overpayment to Proactive Ltd 98   0   

St Mary’s 29   0   

BSWB 0   2,090   

    101,524   98,785 

CREDITORS 

Holy Trinity 28   0   

Parish Council 552   550   

Benefice Funds returned (Note) 1,292   0   

Other 331 2,203 2,661 3,211 

NET ASSETS   99,321   95,574 

          

RESTRICTED FUND         

Church & Churchyard Fund   72,704   69,311 

          

DESIGNATED FUNDS         

Church Hall 5,666   5,381   

CBF shares at cost 586   586   

    6,252   5,967 

          

UNRESTRICTED FUND         

General Fund at 1st January 20,296   9,189   

Transfer from Restricted Funds 0   12,000   

  20,296   21,189   

Surplus/(Deficit) in year 69   (893)   

    20,365   20,296 

    99,321   95,574 

          

Market Value of Investments at 31st December 2019     

CBF Shares   £7150     

Aviva Investment   £112,785     
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ST PAUL’S SHURDINGTON - ACCOUNTS FOR 2019  - GENERAL FUND 

Notes 

1. Fees received: £5,534 less fees payable: £2,058 Net £3,476. 

2. Special Events income £4,635 less expenses £1587: Net £3,048  

GENERAL FUND 2019 2018   

  £ £   

INCOME           

Collections and Planned Giving           

Envelopes (Regular) 6,154   8,422   

Standing Orders 5,521   4,341     

Parish Giving 3,007   2,811     

Open Plate 3,383   2,845     

Tax recovered 3,994   3,729     

    22,059   22,148   

Other income           

Fees Net (Note 1) 3,476   3,591     

Other Giving & Donations 655   837     

Special Events Net (Note 2) 3,048   1,662     

Children – investment income 36   36     

Three in One magazine 0   1,000     

Profit on sale of Aviva investment 0   464     

Interest 31 7,246 11 7,601   

            

TOTAL INCOME   29,305   29,749   

            

EXPENDITURE           

Running Costs           

Upkeep of services 571   416     

Organist's Fees 3,030   2,735     

Ministerial expenses 336   272     

Visiting Clergy 114   163     

Children's events 45   25     

Electricity & Water 3,313   2,931     

Office Expense 584   750     

Office Administrator 675   777     

    8,668   8,069   

Diocesan Common Fund 20,000   21,477     

Synod Fee 10   10     

Charitable donations 560   1,086     

    20,570   22,573   

TOTAL EXPENDITURE   29,238   30,642   

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)   67   (893)   

    29,305   29,749   
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 ST PAUL’S SHURDINGTON - ACCOUNTS FOR 2019  - RESTRICTED AND DESIGNATED FUNDS 

 

 

CHURCH & CHURCHYARD FUND 
2019 

£ 

2018 

£ 

(Formerly David Davis & Fabric Funds)         

Balance at 1st January 69,311   90,298   

Additional legacy from Mary Davis 13,246   0   

Transfer to General Fund 0   (12,000)   

    82,557   78,298 

Receipts         

Profit on Aviva investment sold 0   2,976   

VAT refund 0 0 1,530 4,506 

    82,557   82,804 

Payments         

Insurance of church & churchyard 1,605   1,584   

Church maintenance 2,850   2,028   

Deficit on Churchyard 1,875   1,320   

Sound system 3,523   500   

Lighting system 0   8,061   

    9,853   13,493 

Balance at 31st December   72,704   69,311 

          

CHURCHYARD         

Balance at 1
st

 January   0   238 

Receipts         

Donation in memory of Harry Cole 1,044   0   

Donations 152   0   

Parish Council grant 550   550   

CCLA interest 171   167   

Deficit borne by Church & Churchyard Fund 1,875 3792 1,320 2,037 

          

Payments         

Notice Board 1,044   0   

Tree surgery 468   1,140   

Maintenance 2,280   1,135   

    3,792   2,275 

CHURCH HALL         

Receipts         

Fund raising & donations 527   1,757   

Hire of Hall 4,339   4,796   

    4,866   6,553 

Payments         

Insurance 894   943   

Running costs 1,313   1,313   

Repairs & maintenance 2,374   3,275   

    4,581   5,531 

Surplus/(Deficit)   285   1,022 

Fund at 31
st

 December   5,666   5,381 


