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Introduction  
 

All Saints Church lies close to the centre of the village of Barton Stacey, Hampshire. A church has stood 
here since at least the 10th century. The present building was substantially completed by the addition 
of the tower in the 16th century. 

St. Michael and All Angels, Bullington dates back to the 11th century, originally built by the Lord of the 
Manor for private use of his family and estate workers. The basic structures of the nave and tower 
belong to the 12th and 13th centuries. Much work has been done in recent times to the roof; the three 
bells, the oldest of which dates back to 1392, were restored to full circle change ringing in 2011. 

In 2009 the two ecclesiastical parishes of Barton Stacey and Bullington were merged into one with St. 
Michaels becoming a chapel-of-ease to All Saints. 

The churches at Barton Stacey and Bullington are deeply involved in village life. All Saints Church 
provides a venue for various community groups to meet and has hosted several musical and dramatic 
performances in 2019.  

 

 

From the Rector 
 

“Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 

O’er the world’s tempestuous sea…” 

The words of the nineteenth century architect and Churchwarden James Edmeston seem timeless and 
perhaps more poignant now than ever. Who would ever have believed just eighteen months ago that 
the whole of life would be in the topsy-turvy state that it is today because of a global pandemic? No 
area of life has remained untouched and no institution and organisation has escaped the direct impact 
of restrictions on what we used to know as ‘normal life’. Furthermore, those bastions of security that 
we have looked to in the past to reassure and give confidence, the market economy, democratic 
government, education, and healthcare, have all seemed frail and perilously close to completely 
unravelling. We have all held our breath as the waves of potential catastrophe have crashed over us.  

Yet in all of this, human beings have proved themselves resilient and flexible and the ‘can-do’ spirit of 
our village communities has shown yet again that small rural settlements are hugely resourceful places 
in which to live. The bedrock of valuing your neighbour and reaching out to those who live alongside 
has been the saving grace of the fight against the COVID 19 threat. Amidst this struggle we have 
continued to provide opportunities for worshipping together. Online worship and fellowship have 
brought a new dimension to church life and, though not to everyone’s taste, has created an 
opportunity for members of all three of our churches to get to know each other a little better. This 
has been a definite plus. Wednesday evening Compline has proved particularly popular and I hope will 
continue. Should restrictions be tightened in the future, we now have a model we can use and revert 
to for Sunday morning services if need be. 



 
  
 

With the easing of restrictions, Churches in the Lower Dever Benefice were some of the first to open 
in the Deanery. This was no mean feat. A huge thank you must go to our Churchwardens and others 
who have tirelessly monitored the ever-changing government and church guidelines and the demands 
and requirements of risk assessments. We are now all used to wearing facemasks in church, sanitising 
our hands and not sitting too close to each other and though we recognise that there is no such thing 
as a risk-free environment we can be reassured that our churches are open and functioning in as safe 
a way as is possible. 

In these past months, the Dever Valley has been hard hit with a significant number of families losing 
a loved one. Funerals have been particularly painful especially so when relatives and friends have had 
to be excluded from attending. Many have been unable to say a last farewell and this has exacerbated 
a sense of bewilderment and grief. The present pattern of restricted numbers is set to continue for 
quite a while yet. The response from our Churches has been to show more love and more care for 
those in our midst left feeling abandoned. At some point in the future there will be opportunities for 
commemorating and celebrating those whose lives we continue to remember with deep affection. 

This past eighteen months has also seen some significant achievements. The ‘corridor refurbishment’ 
project at St Margaret’s has been completed. The Barbara Taylor Memorial Garden has come to 
fruition creating a splendid new focus at the heart of South Wonston. Our Fete Committee pulled off 
a fabulous fete against all the odds at Barton Stacey and the PCC, after much thoughtful deliberation 
agreed to proceed with implementing the ‘new footpath’ project at St Michael’s. And to top it all our 
Church School at Barton Stacey was graded ‘Excellent’ in its latest Diocesan inspection. The result of 
years of tireless faithful work by staff. 

My very grateful thanks to everyone who has shown me support over this past little while. Continuing 
to serve the people of our Benefice remains a privilege. 

 

“Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us  

O’er the world’s tempestuous sea;  

Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 

For we have no help but thee.” 

 

God Bless, Mark 

 

 
 

 

 



 
  
 

 
Review of the Year 
 

PCC Members and Officers 
 
The role of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) is to promote the mission of the Church in the parish 
and to support the Rector in his spiritual and pastoral work in the community. It also has responsibility 
for the maintenance of the church buildings and grounds. It is a charity exempted from registration 
with the Charity Commission. 

Rector/Incumbent  The Revd Mark Bailey  

Churchwardens  Susan Giles  

 Sarah Hazard (Deputy) 

Deanery Synod Rep. Vacant  

Treasurer Angus Saunders 

Secretary Katharine Edmonds 

Electoral Roll Officer Katharine Edmonds 

Fabric Officer Lee Hazard 

Safeguarding Officer Sheila Bradford 

Elected Members to PCC  Terry Dewey  

 Nicholas Edmonds  

 Roger Witcomb 

 Rupert Wieloch 

 Sarah Hazard 

  

 

The PCC held 4 ordinary meetings in 2019 as well as the Annual Parochial Church Meeting. 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 
  
 

Service statistics for 2019 (and 2018 for comparison): 
 

Churches + Crematoria Baptisms Weddings/Blessings Funerals1 

St Michael & All Angels 

(Bullington) 

2 (1) 1 (1) 0 (0) 

All Saints 

(Barton Stacey) 

8 (8) 3 (6) 4 (2) 

St Margaret of Antioch 

(South Wonston) 

3 (3) 4 (1) 2 2 (10) 

 

Electoral Roll 
 
The electoral roll was prepared anew in 2019: this means that everyone came off the roll and had to 
re-apply. Fortunately, this only happens once every 6 years. At the end of 2019 there were 77 people 
on the All Saints and St Michael and All Angels’ Electoral Roll. This is a decrease of 1 member since 
2018.  

 

Financial Report 
 

The Parish is in a sound financial position at the end of the financial year with total reserves of 
£140,304 (2018 - £141,353) comprising unrestricted reserves of £64,715 (2018 - £62,753) and reserves 
restricted to specific purposes of £75,589 (2018 - £78,600). 

Unrestricted income for the past year reduced from £34,756 in 2018 to £30,895 in 2019 as collection 
at Sunday services and activities to generate funds were lower. Expenditure was lower in 2019 at 
£28,933 compared to £30,556 in 2018. The lower expenditure in 2019 was driven by the one-off cost 
in 2018 to close the churchyard prior to handing over responsibility to Test Valley offset by the 
increased contribution to the Common Mission Fund. 

Common mission fund for 2019 was £18,000 compared to £13,916 in 2018. Our Common Mission 
Fund contribution for 2020 has increased to £20,000. 

 
1 Including Funerals taken at Crematoria. Clergy officiated at a further 1 funeral on behalf of 
neighbouring parishes. 

2 Including Blessings & Weddings of South Wonston residents held at Holy Trinity, Wonston & SS 
Mary & Michael, Stoke Charity 



 
  
 

During the year the restoration of the medieval encaustic tiles at All Saints was successfully completed. 
The net cost of this project, after recovering VAT and Chancel Repair Liability, was covered by the 
Sponsor a Tile project that was run in 2018. 

The Parochial Church Council is now actively seeking quotations for the repair to the footpaths at St 
Michael and All Angels, which is the big project for this year. 

 
 

Fabric Report 
  

Another incredibly busy year maintaining the fabric of our beautiful places of Worship. Much has been 
done but the recent weather of late reminds us to remain vigilant and proactive in our work. 

Church floor tiles. Whilst only in May 2019, the most notable fabric project was the restoration of All 
Saints ornate tiles that surround the altar. These 
gorgeous 13th-century-floor tiles, their rich 
colours still glowing, are very similar in style to 
those in the retrochoir at Winchester Cathedral, 
the largest collection of its kind, and have been 
trampled on for more than 700 years. The 
successful ‘tile sponsorship scheme’ has allowed 
not only the tiles in the Altar area to be repaired 
but those in the porch too; protecting them for at least another 700 years! Can I formally acknowledge 
a huge thanks to everyone who sponsored tiles and who came along to the 'Thank You Henry 
Middleton' event in June. 

 

Tower maintenance. Having put a watch on the 
woodwork in the Tower, it was felt that more ascertain 
action was required. The wooden door accessing the 
tower and the wood cladding on the tiled roof had 
become so rotten that water was egressing into the 
building. A superb job has been done by the contractor 
and just in time as we witness a very wet February. 

  

 

General fabric maintenance. Outside of the main projects, has seen the 
removal of a large tree in the lower grounds that had become rotten and 
preventing it falling causing damage to grounds and the surrounding area. 
The drains have been cleaned although ongoing work continues to seal 
several cracks and replace lime mortar in some of the lower wall areas. 
Both an electrical and radiator check ensure the internal church remains 
safe and fit for purpose. 



 
  
 

 

TVBC handover of churchyard. After much preparatory work and energy, the All Saint’s Churchyard 
and walls have been handed over to Test Valley Borough Council. This will ensure that the grounds 
remain in a good state of repair and appropriately managed. That said, the village churchyard clean-
up continues to be a great success, putting a sparkle to the grounds and a refined touch of tender 
loving care.  

 

Bullington. Work continues with the architect, Jeremy Poll on developing a solution to the very uneven 
footpaths. This has been scoped by several contractors who have provided workable options.   

 

Lee Hazard 

Fabric Committee 

Leehazard@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Church in the Community 
 

The church is committed to supporting community groups and events. It 
is closely involved with Barton Stacey C of E Primary School. Revd. Mark 
Bailey visits the school regularly to discuss faith and the Christian 
principles with the pupils and All Saints Church holds special Christmas 
and Harvest Festival services for the pupils.  

 
VIPs  
In addition to its traditional function, All Saints Church is used on a 
regular basis by the VIPs and VIP Youth Theatre drama groups. 

The VIPs are grateful to the PCC and the Rector for their support and for 
allowing them to use this historic venue.  Use of the church in this way 
provides a great opportunity, especially for the children, not just to be 
involved in a community event such as the drama performances, but also 
to visit and appreciate the village church. 

 
Bell Ringing 
The Barton Stacey Bell Ringing team practice weekly and play at Sunday services as well as special 
events such as weddings. They are an important part of Church life and their efforts are appreciated 
by all.   



 
  
 

 
Barton Stacey Chamber Choir 
The Chamber Choir is going from strength to strength and now attracts singers from across the 
Dever Valley. They had a busy year in 2019: Choir Director Kate Chapman got married and the choir 
performed during the service in what was a memorable and emotional day for all involved. The choir 
also organised a residential recording weekend and produced a CD.  

The choir has a strong relationship with the church, using the building for rehearsals and concerts 
but also singing in Benefice services and carol services. 

 
Barton Stacey Church of England Primary School 

We are blessed in our village to have a seamless relationship between our primary school and our 
Church. Much of 2019 was focused in preparing for the SIAMS inspection (Statutory Inspection of 
Anglican & Methodist Schools). This is the Diocesan equivalent of an OFSTED inspection and focuses 
on such issues as the school’s ‘vision and values’ and ‘Christian character’. The inspection took place 
in early March 2020, but the final report was delayed due to the pandemic. The SIAMS Inspector 
graded the School ‘Excellent’, which is quite an achievement and the result of years of work by 
everyone involved in the development of our School’s ethos. The key findings in the report are as 
follows: 

 Dedicated and reflective leaders engender a nurturing and supportive environment in which every 
member of the Barton Stacey family truly belongs, thrives and successfully flourishes academically, 
personally and spiritually.  

 The seamless partnership between church and school, notably through the rector, enables pupils to 
become young theologians who eloquently and enthusiastically tell the detail of the Christian story.  

 The school’s Christian vision and values are securely embedded as a well-established golden thread 
running through its innovative curriculum. As a result, pupils are passionate advocates in caring for 
God’s creation and have a strong sense of justice to make a difference, both locally and globally.  

 Pupil-led collective worship, grounded in supportive worship families, is profoundly at the core of 
this school. Prayer and reflection is very well embedded, nourishing the spiritual journeys of all.  

 Religious education (RE) is an effective driver for the whole curriculum, equipping pupils for all life’s 
experiences and challenges. 

Mrs Brewster, the Executive Head Teacher, has rightly claimed this to be one of the highlights of her 
teaching career. 

Revd Mark Bailey 

 

 
Church for Young People 
 



 
  
 

 

Families and children are actively welcomed to church in Barton Stacey and Bullington. At All Saints 
there are two services a month which are open to all but are specifically aimed at families.  

Little Fish has been rested for the time being as we have had a reduction in the number of children 
who turn up regularly (generally due to sports matches). The next group of children are probably a bit 
little for formal Sunday School but we have introduced a Toddlers’ Area in church which means that 
young ones (and their parents) can still take part in the service whilst sitting in comfort on the floor. 
 
Confirmation classes are popular and well attended.  

The Summer Picnic is now well established and has become a very well attended event and is enjoyed 
as a time to remember the importance of sharing what we have and enjoying the company of our 
neighbours. 
 
The other well attended (and always sell-out) event is the Harvest Supper. As a farming community 
this event is celebrated by all generations and is a reminder to be thankful for everything we have.  

 
Pastoral Care 
 

The PCC support the Rector in his pastoral work. Communion is provided at home to those who are 
unable to attend services. Mark also spends time supporting members of the community who are 
dealing with challenges such as bereavement and social isolation.  

Mark is the Diocesan Adviser for Pastoral Care & Counselling and co-ordinates the Diocesan 
Counselling Service for clergy, their households and other diocesan employees. This is an important 
contribution to the spiritual work of the Diocese and we are pleased that he is able to combine this 
role with his work in Barton Stacey and Bullington. 

Christian Education 

 

Confirmation classes were held for our three young people who were confirmed this year: 
congratulations to Frankie, Sienna and Michael. 



 
  
 

Volunteers from the parish are encouraged to run their own Christian education and reflection courses 
and the Rector is able to give advice on how to do this and where to access resources.  

 

Fundraising 
 

The Rector and the PCC would like to thank all the members of the community who have worked so 
hard this year to raise money for our churches. The funds enable us to support our Rector and his 
work and maintain our buildings and grounds.  

 
Christmas Fair 
Huge thanks to Jo Gadney, Martha Palin and Isobel Williamson-Jones for taking on the running of the 
Christmas Fair this year and also to those who gave their time and resources to make it so appealing. 
It was another huge success raising a massive £1475 for the church. Interestingly, tea and coffee and 
the produce stall were down on last year but soup continues to be a huge success and the other stalls 
keep the money coming in. We had more outside stall holders this year which keeps interest going. It 
was a big decision not to do the grotto but this really doesn’t bring in much money at all and is hugely 
time consuming. We need to engage with school to try and encourage more villagers who attend the 
local church school to come along. (This has been tried on multiple occasions on the past).  
Wreaths should be back on for 2020 - in a more sustainable fashion! Watch this space.  
 

Summer Fete 

 

 

The 2019 Church Fete took place on a very hot summers day in July.  We were warmly welcomed by 
the Williamson-Jones family to Wades House to hold our 778th annual fete, following the theme of 
our beautiful setting: A Great British Garden Fete.   

The day was a great success and appeared to be 
enjoyed by all those that came along.  Ocean Brass 
played a wonderful soundtrack to accompany our 
traditional stalls and games.  One or two new events 
proved popular- the Men’s Crawling Race springs to 
mind here!  Although, I am sad to announce that 
2019 will be the only Men’s Crawling Race- one best 
resigned to the history books!  I must thank all those 
who took part – I hope your knees have recovered!   



 
  
 

In total the fete raised just over £5,300 - a fantastic result and one for the whole village to feel proud 
of.  This year, the committee also produced a village calendar.  These have sold far better than we 
ever could have imagined raising a further £460. 

Thank you for supporting the 2019 fete. 

George Cobb, Fete Chair. 

 

Bullington Craft Fete 
This was held at St Michaels and All Angels in September and was a fantastic success. Thank you to 
the organisers and everyone who attended to demonstrate their crafts.  

 

 

Looking Ahead 
 

Sheila Bradford took the role of Safeguarding Officer for Barton Stacey and Bullington. As a parish we 
commit to continually improve and maintain our safeguarding responsibilities. All members of the PCC 
have carried out formal Safeguarding training and have been certified by the DBS. 

Services and activities for young people will have to adapt and evolve in 2020 according to the unique 
circumstances that the pandemic has put us in. We will have to find new ways of providing services 
safely and effectively, using technology to bring worship into homes when we are unable to attend 
Church.  
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