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18th Sunday after Trinity 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; let 

us pray with one heart and mind. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of 

your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love 

for you; now and for ever. Amen 

Psalm 23 

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me 

beside still waters; 

3 he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his 

name’s sake. 

4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff — they comfort 

me. 

5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 

enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 

my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole 

life long. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 

be, world without end, Amen. 
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Matthew 22:1-10 

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: The 

kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 

wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those 

who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would 

not come.  

Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have 

been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and 

my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is 

ready; come to the wedding banquet.”  

But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, 

another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, 

maltreated them, and killed them.  

The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed 

those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his 

slaves,  

“The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 

Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you 

find to the wedding banquet.”  

Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all 

whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall 

was filled with guests. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.  
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We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 

with power from on high.   

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

The collect for the 18th Sunday after Trinity 

God, our judge and saviour, teach us to be open to your truth 

and to trust in your love, that we may live each day with 

confidence in the salvation which is given through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us pray to God for the needs of the world. 

Loving Shepherd of your sheep, be with all those who are 

wandering in the valley of the shadow of death at this time: 

those who are ill in body or mind; those who are anxious for 

what the future may hold; those who mourn the loss of loved-

ones. Strengthen them to bear their pain and bring them at 

last to the safe haven of your kingdom. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Saviour of the world, reassure those who fear that they are 

not good enough to be admitted to your table. May we always 

be mindful that you died for all and welcome everyone who 

answers your invitation. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Spirit of truth, guide us in all that we do, so that we may be 

instrumental in preparing the way for the coming of your 

kingdom here on Earth. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

AMEN. 
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Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray with 

confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow 

us, and make us continually to be given to all good works; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain 

and support the anxious, be with those who care for the sick, 

and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. Amen.  
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Words to hymns 

1 The Lord's my shepherd, I'll not want. 

 He makes me lie in pastures green. 

 He leads me by the still, still waters, 

 his goodness restores my soul. 

 And I will trust in you alone.  

 And I will trust in you alone,  

 for your endless mercy follows me,  

 your goodness will lead me home.  

    

 (Descant) 

 I will trust, I will trust in you.  

 I will trust, I will trust in you.  

 Endless mercy follows me,  

 Goodness will lead me home.  

  

2 He guides my ways in righteousness, 

 and he anoints my head with oil, 

 and my cup, it overflows with joy, 

 I feast on his pure delights. 

 Refrain  

  

3 And though I walk the darkest path, 

 I will not fear the evil one, 

 for you are with me, and your rod and staff 

 are the comfort I need to know.  

 Refrain  

 

Stuart Townend, based on Psalm 23 

© 1996 Thankyou Music/Adm. by worshiptogether.com 

songs excl. UK & Europe, adm. by kingswaysongs.com.  

www.kingswaysongs.com.  
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You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace,  

and the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you. 

There'll be shouts of joy and the trees of the field 

shall clap, shall clap their hands, 

and the trees of the field shall clap their hands, 

and the trees of the field shall clap their hands, 

and the trees of the field shall clap their hands, 

and you'll go out with joy. 

 

Stuart Dauermann (b.1944) 

© Lillenas Publishing Company/Admin. by Song 

Solutions CopyCare, 14 Horsted Square, Uckfield, East 

Sussex, TN22 1QG, UK. info@songsolutions.org. 
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