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Nearly six months ago 

we had the sudden 

news that we had to 

avoid contact with 

people outside our own 

homes.  Our lives  

changed almost 

overnight, no more 

cozy coffees at Café My 

Place, no more trips 

into town for a browse 

on the bus, no more 

popping to the pub for 

Sunday Lunch.  

Perhaps most difficult 

was adjusting to 

working and schooling 

at home.  And of 

course no more 

worship in our lovely 

church building.  But 

we didn’t let that stop 

us, we’ve met on Zoom 

for worship and coffee; 

we’ve shared jokes and 

crafts on What’s App; 

our congregation for 

Morning Prayer has 

grown by at least 

300% by moving to 

Facebook live (though 

growth is easy when 

you start with a 

congregation of 1) 

Yes it has been a 

difficult time, but 

there has also been 

much to be grateful 

for, so as we enter this 

new season let’s not 

forget what has been 

good. 

Collect for  
Harvest 
Creator God, 
you made the goodness 
of the land, the riches of 
the sea and the rhythm 
of the seasons; as we 
thank you for the 
harvest, may we cherish 
and respect this planet 
and its peoples, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Share and Share alike 
Parish Share sometimes 

gets a bad press, however 

put simply each parish 

contributes, what it can, to 

the costs of ministry in the 

Diocese as a whole.  

Most of these costs are 

associated with clergy; 

stipends, housing, 

pensions and training.  

The rest of the costs 

include support staff, such 

as the Children’s and 

Youth team (who support 

us with training and 

resources). Wealthier 

parishes subsidize poorer 

ones, so all communities 

have ministry cover.  At St 

John’s our share works 

out less than the total cost 

of ministry in the Parish 

so we’re getting a bargain, 

even so we face a shortfall 

of over £10k this year. 

Share is important it 

shows our commitment to 

the life of the diocese; to 

God’s Kingdom here in 

this place; and to the 

wider church.  So 

remember it is always 

good to share! 
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In addition, after dusting off her 

running shoes during lock down, Rev 

Sarah is taking part in a running 

challenge for Macmillan, aiming to 

run (or walk) 5kilometers a day for 

10 days, which works out as a total 

of about 31 miles. 

Whilst this might be easy for some 

this is a real challenge for Sarah as 

she hasn’t run seriously since her 

foot operation three years ago.  So if 

you see her on her travels give an 

encouraging word, or wave… she 

needs all the help she can get! 

Usually September brings a very 

popular Coffee Afternoon raising 

funds for Macmillan, this year, due 

to COVID 19 restrictions we cannot 

meet as we would like so we’re doing 

things a little differently. 

You will all be relieved to know 

Frances’ jam is available and she 

will be donating half of the proceeds 

from her September sales to 

Macmillan (the other half going to 

church funds). 

In previous years we’ve enjoyed 

fellowship and raised money, though 

this year is different lets work 

together to ensure this super charity 

doesn’t miss out. 

To order jam contact Frances on 

(0191) 216 1374 

To support Sarah visit: 

https://tinyurl.com/y3vqssuu  

Or pop your donation in a clearly 

marked envelope.  Thank you! 

 

 

Macmillan Fundraising 

Coffee Morning on Zoom 
10am Tuesday and Thursday 

Email: 
rev.sarah.moon@gmail.com 

for an invite. 

Bring your own coffee and cake! 
 

Pastoral Care 

During this period of social isolation we are trying to 
make sure no-one feels isolated from their church family, 
we are grateful to a number of volunteers who call people 
regularly.  If you have a concern or would like to be 
called please ensure we have your phone number and 
permission to phone. 

Of course we would encourage everyone to call their 
friends but we want to ensure no one feels left out. 


